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Catholic Symbols

A List of Catholic Symbols and a short description of their meanings.

e The Pelican

The Pelican is used as a symbol of the Eucharist since
the Pelican bird feeds its young by piercing its own flesh and
taking blood from itself to feed its chicks. This is like Christ's
offering of Himself on the cross in atonement for our sins.
Through His Passion and Death on the Cross we now have the
Sacrament of Eucharist in which the bread and wine are
changed into the Body and Blood of Our Lord. Like the Pelican,
Christ's manner of feeding us is through His self-sacrificial love.

St. Thomas Aquinas makes reference to the Pelican
symbol in his famous hymn 'Godhead Here In Hiding'. The Peli-
can also appears on the Coats of Arms of Archbishop George
Pell, and of Corpus Christi College at Oxford and Cambridge.
Oxford and Cambridge are two of the greatest Universities in
the world and were established in the thirteenth century. Many
of the colleges in Oxford and Cambridge were established by
Catholic religious orders for the education of their members and
still retain reminders of their Catholic heritage, especially on
their Coats of Arms. Within the quadrangle of Corpus Christi
College in Oxford there is a large column on which is perched a
statue of a Pelican. The words 'Corpus Christi' are Latin for
'‘Body of Christ.'

e _The Crucifix

The Crucifix is a cross with a figure of the body of Je-
sus attached to it. Usually it has the letters INRI written across
the top. These letters are short for the Latin phrase - Jesus
Nazaranus Rex Judaeorum' which translates as Jesus of Naz-
areth, King of the Jews',

These are the words which Pontius Pilate, the Roman Gov-
ernor of Judea, ordered to be written above the Cross on which
Christ was crucified. Sometimes a crucifix also has a skull and
crossbones at the base of the cross. A crucifix must be placed
on or over an altar where the sacrifice of the Mass is to be of-
fered. In some Churches the Crucifix above the altar will depict
Christ as the High Priest, crowned, robed and alive. This is be-
cause the Jewish High Priest was the person who offered the
sacrifices for the Jews, and Christ is our High Priest who offers
Himself to God for the remission of our sins. Crucifixes are car-
ried in processions and displayed in Catholic homes as a con-
stant reminder to us of Christ's sacrifice for us. Some nuns and
brothers also wear a crucifix as a part of their 'habit’. A 'habit’ is
the word used to describe the special garments or 'uniforms'
worn by members of religious orders . To be continued
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The Cross In My Pocket

I carry a Cross in my pocket,
A simple reminder to me.
Of the fact that I am a Christian
No matter where I may be.

This little Cross is not magic,
Nor is it a good luck charm;
Itisn't meant to protect me

From any physical harm.

For all the world to see ...
Itis simply an understanding
Between my Savior and me.

S
When I put my hand in my pocket
To bring out a coin or a key,
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The Cross is there to remind me
Of all that he's done for me.

It reminds me, too, to be thankful
For my blessings day by day;
And to strive to serve him better
In all I do or say.

Itis also a daily reminder
Of the peace and comfort I share
With all who know my Master,
and give themselves to his care.

So I carry a Cross in my pocket
Reminding me, no one but me,
That Jesus Christ is Lord of my life
If only I'll let Him be.
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PASTORAL SHARINGS

Fr.IVAN’S CORNER

e "You don't need to confess your sins to a priest. You
can go straight to God."

For a Catholic to say something like this...it's disappoint-
ing. I suspect that, human nature being what it is, people just
don't like telling other people their sins, and so they come up
with justifications for not doing so.

The Sacrament of Confession has been with us from the
beginning, coming from the words of Christ Himself: "Jesus said
to them again, 'Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I send you.' And when he had said this, he breathed on
them, and said to them, 'Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.'" (John 20:21-23)

Notice that Jesus gives His apostles the power to forgive
sins. Of course, they wouldn't know which sins to forgive if they
weren't TOLD what sins were involved.

The practice of confession is also evident in the Letter Of
James: Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save the sick man,
and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed sins, he
will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and
pray for one another, that you may be healed.” (James 5:14-16)

It's interesting that nowhere does James (or Jesus) tell
us to confess our sins to God alone. Rather, they seem to think
that forgiveness comes through some means of public confes-
sion.

And it's not difficult to understand why. You see, when
we sin, we rupture our relationship not just with God, but with
His Body, the Church (since all Catholics are interconnected as
children of a common Father). So when we apologize, we need to
do so to all parties involved -- God AND the Church.

Think of it this way. Imagine you walk into a store and
steal some of their merchandise. Later, you feel remorse and
regret the sinful act. Now, you can pray to God to forgive you for
breaking His commandment. But there's still another party in-
volved; you'll need to return the merchandise and make restitu-
tion for your action.

It's the same way with the Church. In the confessional,
the priest represents God AND the Church, since we've sinned
against both. And when he pronounces the words of absolution,
our forgiveness is complete.

e "If the Church truly followed Jesus, they'd sell
their lavish art, property, and architecture, and
give the money to the poor."

When some people think of Vatican City, what they im-
mediately picture is something like a wealthy kingdom, complete
with palatial living accommodations for the pope and chests of
gold tucked away in every corner, not to mention the fabulous
collection of priceless art and arteffects. Looking at it that way,
it's easy to see how some people would become indignant at
what they think is an ostentatious and wasteful show of wealth.

But the truth is something quite different. While the main
buildings are called the "Vatican Palace," it wasn't built to be the
lavish living quarters of the pope. In fact, the residential part of
the Vatican is relatively small. The greater portion of the Vatican
is given over to purposes of art and science, administration of
the Church's official business, and management of the Palace in
general. Quite a number of Church and administrative officials
live in the Vatican with the pope, making it more like the
Church's main headquarters.

As for the impressive art collection, truly one of the finest
in the world, the Vatican views it as "an irreplaceable treasure,"
but not in monetary terms. The pope doesn't "own" these works
of art and couldn't sell them if he wanted to; they're merely in
the care of the Holy See. The art doesn't even provide the
Church with wealth; actually, it's just the opposite. The Holy See
invests quite a bit of its resources into the upkeep of the collec-
tion.

The truth of the matter is that the See has a fairly tight
financial budget. So why keep the art? It goes back to a belief in
the Church's mission (one of many) as a civilizing force in the
world. Just like the medieval monks who carefully transcribed
ancient texts so they would be available to future generations --
texts that otherwise would have been lost forever -- the Church
continues to care for the arts so they will not be forgotten over
time. In today's culture of death where the term "civilization" can
only be used loosely, the Church's civilizing mission is as impor-
tant today as it ever was.
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LkinbHe "Bap6ekto”

Ko)XHOro poky Halwa wkona pobutb 6apbekio, Wwob 3ibpatu
KOWTK Ha LWKIiNbHI eKCKypcii Ta [OoAaTKOBI  HaBYasnbHi
nocibHnkn ana aiten. Ua imMnpesa  6yne nposedeHa Y
Cy6oTy, 22 BepecHs 3 4:00 go 8:00 seuopa. MNapadisHu Ta
roCTi 3anpowyoTbCs.  SAKWO KBUTKM 6yayTb npuabaHi
3a3pganerigb, To BapTiCTb KBUTKIB 6yae $ 10 ana gopocnux Ta
$7 ona piteit. Uina $13 popocni Ta i $9 AiTM, SKWO KBUTKM
6yayTb npuabaHi Npy ABepsiX Yy WKOAi. 3a KBUTKaMMU 3aidiTb
abo 3aTtenedoHyiTe Ao wkonu: 732-826-8721.

KonBepTty lNoxxepTB Ha LlepkBy

Mu ckopo 6yaemMo 3aMOBNATM KOHBEPTU NOXEPTB A/ LIePKBM
Ha 2013 pik. SKWO Yy BaC HEMAE KOHBEPTIB a BN xo4yeTe 6yTu
3apeecTpoBaHMMM  4yneHamn napadii To 6yap  nacka
3aTenedoHyiiTe [0 LUepKOBHOro odicy 732-826-0767 abo
NnoroBopiTb i3 NapoxoM - o. IBaHoM nicnsa JliTyprii i BiH BaM
fAactb opMy. PeectpauiiHy dopMa € Ha CTONMKY Npu BXOAi
go uepksu. [AYXKE BAAYHI Tum  nogaMm  KoTpi  yxe
3anucannca Ao napadii i BXMBaKOTb KOHBEPTU. I3 KOXHUM
pOKOM Takux ntofel crae Ginbwe i 6inblue. KoHBEpTU Ha
2013 pik MoOXHa 6yae B3aTM y MpUTBOPI LEPKBU nepes
PizpBoM. lMNpocumo 6paTiB i cecTep i3 YkpaiHM 3anucyBaTucs
[0 uepkBn i 6ytTm weapymm  y  Bawmx  LWOTUXKHEBMX
noXxepTeax Ansl Hawoi napadii i BaWOro HOBOro AoMy.

Jekinbka Bucosis,
fAIki He BapTo 'oBOpUTH...

1. He Ka>kn HazaBxxgmn, 60 B O4NH NpeKpacHMin MOMEHT
TN 3pO3YMI€ELL, O HE 3MOXeLl BMKOHATK Li€l 06iuaHKM i
To6i 6yae NpUKpO Ta HiISKOBO WO TBOE Ha3aBXAu
nepeTBOPUTLCA Ha TUMYacoBe i 6onsye NoOpaHUTb KOJUCh
To6i 61M3bKY NHOAVHY ...

2. He ka)km Hikonn 6 Ttak He 3pob6buB, TOMy WO B
neBHMXx o6cCTaBnHax TU MoOXew 3pobutn W ripwe...
3. He Ka>km s1 TOYHO 3po6Js10, TOMY WO TU HaBiTb He
yaBAsiEW, SKi  nepewkoau Bigpa3dy 6yaytb  Aecb
3'ABNATUCA BiApa3y MNiCNs BUMOB/ISIHHSA CNOBa «TOYHO>.

4. He ka>kn yce nponaso, ye kiHeyb, 60 came uen
KiHeUb MOXe CTaTM CcnpaBXHIM  nNo4yaTKoOM Ao
YAOCKOHaNeHHs

5. He Ka>kn 06110, KON He Big4vyBa€w Hi4oro y
cepyi, TOMy WO TOAi TV 3BUKHEW A0 LbOro CroBa i He
Ni3HaELW CNpaBXHbOI /1060BI...

6. He Kka>kmn sskbun s1 maB Te, WO y MOIro ToBapuuia, 60
Te, WO € UiHHMM Ans Apyra, ckopiw 3a Bce To6i 6yae
HenoTpPiGHUM...

7. He Ka)ku, Lo y KOrocb Xpecr Jierwmi 3a TBii, 60
came CBill TM MOXeLl NMOHECTU, a 3 YYXWUM TU 3NTOMULLCS...
He kaxu 3a wo MeHi ue, 60 nNoBip € 3a WoO... i Te, WO TM
AYMa€ELW, WO € TBOEK Kapok Ta TEPniHHAM MOXe CTaTu
CXOAMHKOW ANS AYXOBHOMO 3POCTaHHSI....

8. He kaxm 51 nogosaro cBOi Hepgosikn cam, 60
Tinbku 3 Focnogom Tv 3MoXew ue 3pobutu ... He kaxwnu
MeHi HiIXTO He 3MoXe gonomorTun, 6o Mocnoab yce 3mMoxe,
T  TinbKwn nonpocw i posipcs Nomy...

9. He kaxkn, wo yci noraHi, TOMy WO 3a3Buyan y
KOXHIi NoAMHI € WOCb Xopowle, Tibku Tpeba 3HanTW...
He kaxwu, wo konucb 6yno Kkpauie, HiX 3apas, TOMY L0
KOXHa enoxa Mae€ siKk MO3MTUB TaK i HeraTmB...

10. He B)xmBau cniB nNPOKJASATTSA, HEHaBUCTI Ta
nuxocnis’sa, ToOMy wWo ui cnoBa i3nYHO MOBEPHYTbLCA A0
Tebe...

Crapaiica 6yTM XPUCTUSHMHOM PpaAiCHUM, BUMPOMIHION
cBiTno nwboBi Ta fo6bpoTM i BCe AOBKOMA 3MiHUTbLCS Ha
Kpawie... JTlobn bora Ta 6AMXKHLOro i Mi3HaEW CrpaBXHE
wacta i 6narogaTth Big BUKOHAHHS LMX ABOX HaMbinbLUmMX
3anosigen...

3anutaHHA Ao o.IBaHa?

o  Yu moxe 4orosik XiHKy (XiHKa 4Yosoeika) 3acmaensmu Umu Ha
crogidb npomu Uo20/ii eoni? Slka mo4ka 30py UepKeUu Ha ue
numaHHs?

He moxe 4onoBik aHi xiHka 3acTtaBnaTn ogHe ogHoro no Crnosigi. Lle

— Tepop. TanHa CnoBigi € NpMBaTHOIO CMpPaBOK KOXHOI noguHu. Lle

BUSAB NtoOOBI kasiHHMKa Ao bora. A B nboBi Hemae HacunbcTBa. Ak

MO)KHa 3acTaBuUTK nodutn Bora? Akwo Yonosik abo XiHKka He xoue

crnoBigatuca — Haeiwo cunyeatn? Tpeba MonuTUCA 3a HAaBEPHEHHS

TaKoi NMIOANHK | NOKasiHHA Npuiae

e Xouy Qi3Hamuck npo Yucmunuwe. 5k mam Oywa oYuuw,aemmcsi
8i0 epixie SKUW,0 80Ha 8xe Hemae Ha2odu eurnpasumuck, 60 exe
3anisHo? Ha sKi ocHoei, ue micue mum4yacogo20 CMmpa)K0aHHS,
Moxxe wock 0amu?

He mMoXemMo MUCrUTM 3EMHUMM KaTeropissMy LWOAO NMUTaHb BIYHOCTI.

Tam BCe € 30BCiM iHaKWle 9K HaMm 30a€eTbCd. Ynctunuile € ctaHowm, y

AKOMY Aylia nepexoauTb Tak 3BaHi “MUTHMUI” BiYHOCTI. MapHo ue

306paxeHo y nputeopi BnwxHix Mevep Kneso-lMeyepcbkoi JlaBpwm.

30aeTbes, NOYMHAETLCA BiA rpixa niHmecTBa. Cnpaga Big AyLi CTOATb
aHrenu, ski 3actynaioTbCs 3a pgyweto. 3niBa ctoAatb Gicu, sKki

NoKasylTb FPiXu MiIHWBCTBA, BYMHEHI NPOTSArOM XWUTTS Bid AUTUHCTBA

ax o cmepti. bicu xouyTb 3abpaTu gywy B NEKNO, a aHrenun He

naoTb, 60 gywa kasnacs, i HaBiTb, 6araTo y XuTTi BUMHWUNA gobpa. |

Tak nepexoautb Aylla “nepesipky”’ MO BCiX rpixax: CKymiCTb, THiB,

abopTu, po3nycTa, ankoroniam i T.4.

XT10 Bam kasas, wwo B bora wiock € “3anisHo”? bor € eauHuN,

XTo Ham gae 3pobuTun Wwock “3agHim” yncnom. Tomy Llepksa ycepgHo

MonuTbca 3a HebixuukiB. 3aBasku LlepkBi MINbMOHM  rpiLLHKKIB

‘notpanunn” po crtaHy OnaxeHcTtBa. bor gae Ham  MOXNMBICTb

BMNPaBUTM ManbyTTa NOOUHU, SIKa ynokoinacs paHiwe Big Hac. Tomy,

mMonuTea Ta JliTypris — ue Benvka xepTBa 4118 HalWnX MEPTBUX.

e  [Ipowy Bawoi nopadu y makil cumyauii: 5 mana cynepedyky 3
OO0Hi€t0 roOUHOK |y 8i0rnoeidb Ha MOI 3akudu usi ocoba MeHi
3adana numadHs: “| mu neped bo2om MeHi ue Kaxew?”, mar4du
Ha yeasi, w0 s Hecripaeednueo Ii 38uHysauyt. 5 eidnosina,
cmeepdHo, bydyqu malixxe erneeHeHa y ceoili npasomi. Ane
00HOYacHO s Hansikanachk uiei cumyauii i nomim pos3dymarna, wo
Moxe, 1 6yna neeHowo He 4yepe3 me, wo uys roduHa OilicHO
Konucb Kasana wocCcb 8apme 38UHy8a4YeHb, a 4Yepe3 MOE
cybekmueHe cripuliHamms, wo s 0ymarna, Wo 80Ha Ka3arna ujoCb
sapme 38uUHygsaYeHb. Tenep s 60HCb MO20, WO MSXKKO
npoepiwuna npomu [pyeoi 3anoeidi. 5 eusHarw c80k0
sidnoeidanbHicmb i euHy 3a uel epix. [lopadu npowy 3a my
Opyey ntoduHy — s Oymaro, wo maro subayumuce rneped Hero, asne
He 3Haro, Yu Mmaro ili Bkazamu, WO 80Ha mexX rpudemHa 00 makoi
cumyauii? Yu € npasunbHo npu3ueamu boeza 0o makux
nobymosux cynepedok? bydy uupo e0si4Ha 3a MOSICHEeHHS

CborogHi € mogHo npuknukatn bora Ha cBigka. Lle € cBoepigHuin

CTpax, SKMN NPUKIMKAETLCA Ha iHLWY JNIOAWHY, Nsikatoum kapoto bora.

3rpiwnnu He Bu, a us noguHa. HaiTb, SKWO Ue npaBda, He MOXHa

Bora Bciogn i 3aBxau 3ragyBaTtu. Hasiwo BuGavatuca? Bu xoueTe

po3gMyxatu crpaBy i 3pobutu cebe BUMHHOKW? AKWO Us NoavHa

npuyeTHa — Ue Ha Ti cymniHHi. He BTpydyanTecs, 60 Hawkogute cami
cobi. Tpumaiiteca [ocnoga, i Tinbku WMoro 6inteca. Jliogent He
noTpibHO BoaTncA Hikonwu.

° Omue, wupo npowy Bawoi nomoyi y eupiweHHi 00HO20
numaxHs. Mil 4onosik no HeobepexHocmi 3az2ybus wiobHy
0bpyyky. Lo Ham nompibHo menep 3pobumu- 4Yu [APOCMO
Kynumu tomy iHwy obpyyKy, Yu nepernnasumu 3 Moei obpyyku 08i
(0ns Hbo20 i Ona mMeHe). | Ak eidHosumu ii cuny? Bce X maku
wiobHa obpyyka ye He npocmo Koneyko! | wo 3pobumu, w06 ys
HerpueMHa pid He 8riuHyna Ha Hawe rnoopyXHE Xummsi?

Tak po3ymito, L0 KyCOYOK MeTany Kepye BaliMM MNOAPYXKHIM
XUTTAM. A WO, 9k6Kn BM We cBo 3arybunn? MaxHe pos3nydeHHaM 4m
3pagoto? XT0 Bam KasaB, WO 0bpyyka mae cuny? Ta ue X Tifbku
MarneHbKMN CUMMBOJT BaLUOr0 HEPO3fly4YHOro KOXaHHsA. Yomy BM Taki
3a6000HHI? OBpy4yKka, TakoX, € CUrHan gns iHWK1X YooBIKiB, L0 Balle
cepue, Aywa Ta TiNO HanexaTb BallOMy YOroBiKOBi, 3 skuMm Bac
nosiH4YaB Mocnoab.

Lo pobutn? Kynitb YonosikoBi HOBY 06pyu4Ky. NpuHeciTe Ao
CBsllLleHMKa, xaW Bam nocBATUTb. Haknagitb obpyyky Ha naneup.
OGHIMITbCA, nouinyiTecs, XWNTe, BeCeniTbCsA Ta TiluTecs KOXHUM
OHem! Bawwum cimMedHuMM LWacTaM He € sikacb 00Opyyka. Bawwwmm
wactam € [locnogb, LUap Baworo nogpyxksa+ealwa MoapyxHs
XKepTOBHICTb, Y Skl BU gapyeTe cebe ogHe ogHOMY.

MoxHa xutn wacnmeo 6e3 obpyuykn. [Ons MeHe, sk
CBslLLeHMKa,nicnsa Bcboro, wo A 6ayus 3a 10 pokiB B napadisnbHOMY
XWUTTI, WwntobHa obpyyka — Le NpoCcTo KOmeyvko. AKLWO HEMAE MOSUTBY,
cnos.igi, TepniHHaM [MpnyacTs, B3aEMHOrO KOXaHHA OO0 CMEpTi — He
NOMOXYTb, HaBITb, AiaMaHTOBI 06PYYKM.




