VOL. LIX - 20

FATHERS OF THE 1°" ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

MAY 17, 2015

Epistle - Acts 20:16-18 & 28-38; Gospel - Jn 17:1-13, Festal Tone

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

Fathers of the 1°* Ecumenical Council, May 17, 2015
9:00 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM Lit. + Deceased Veterans of Our Parish
Monday, May 18, 2015
No Liturgy Scheduled
Tuesday, May 19, 2015
7:20 AM Lit. + Julia Fedun

r/by Daughter, Virginian Hegedus
7:00 PM May Devotions to the Mother of God
Wednesday, May 20, 2015
7:20 AM Lit. + Elena Fazio r/by Sr. Yosaphata, M.S.M.G.
Thursday, May 21, 2015
7:20 AM Lit. Special Intention
Friday, May 22, 2015
8:45 AM Lit. +
Saturday, May 23, 2015
8:00 AM Lit. + Anastazia Pilip (40" Day) r/by Family
5:00 PM Lit. + William Adamshick r/by Nick Lyszyk
Pentecost Sunday, May 24, 2015
Epistle - Acts 2:1-11; Gospel - Jn 7:37-52 & 8:12
9:00 AM Lit. Special Intention Maria Kuzyshyn r/by Family
11:30 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

May Devotions
The month of May is devoted to our heavenly

Mother, Mary. A Moleben service will be offered on
Tuesdays in May, at 7:00 p.m. Come to church, join us
in honoring her, who God first honored, by choosing her
to be the Mother of His Son.

Ukrainian Cultural Festival

Our 3™ annual Ukrainian Cultural Festival will be
held on Saturday, June 27, 2015 from 12 to 9 PM. Our
festival is an celebration of the international and
cultural diversity shared in our parish and in our city.
It is also a time to raise funds and gather donations for
our church in our efforts to serve God in the Perth
Amboy community.

The festival will feature performances at 1:00 and
3:00 p.m in the school hall showcasing traditional
Ukrainian dances. There will also be delicious
homemade Ukrainian food, Ukrainian beer, vendors, a
church tour, live music throughout the event, basket
raffle, and a 50/50 cash raffle. A booklet of 10
tickets ($10) for the cash raffle will be mailed to all
our parishioners to support the festival. We are also
asking our parishioners to become sponsors of the
festival.

Ad Forms for businesses are available in the church
vestibule. Please pass them along to any business you
patronize. For more information call the rectory at
732-826-0767.

Sincere Thanks!

| wish to thank St. Ann’s Society members for
sponsoring the Woman’s Day of Prayer in our parish last
Tuesday. This event drew a gathering of 145 women
from various parishes, as well as many women in our
parish. The annual covered dish supper provided an
excellent meal. Together we received nourishment for
body and soul. The coming together of Catholic women
from neighboring parishes and the fellowship that
followed reminded many of the Catholic presence once
so dominant in Perth Amboy. It was so nice to see so
many women and some men, to witness their love for
the Blessed Mother of God in such a unified
manifestation, reflective of the Universality of the
Church.

Our Sympathies

Our prayers and sympathies are extended to the family
and friends of +Peter Retalis who was buried from our
church last week. May the Lord commit his soul to the
place where the just repose and may his memory be
eternal- BiyHasa NMamaTtb!

Today: Sunday of the Holy Fathers of Nicea |

The Sunday following the Ascension of Our Lord is
dedicated, in our Holy Church, to the Fathers of the
First Ecumenical Council that was held in the year 325
A.D. in Nicea, a city of Bithynia. It was during this
Church Council that 318 Bishops gathered and drew up
a written summary of our Holy Faith, which is known to
us today as the “Creed”. On this Sunday let us reaffirm
our faith that Christ is God and through his Body, the
Church, He opens up to us the path to God, the path to
holiness, the path to perfection.

Memorial Day Services at the Cemetery

On Monday, May 25th, we will celebrate Memorial Day
with a Divine Liturgy in our church at 9:00 a.m. On this
day, at 10:00 a.m. a Panykhida Service followed by the
Blessing of graves will take place at our cemetery.
Parishioners who have loved ones resting in our
cemetery, and all parishioners as well, are invited to
be present and take part in the prayers. Please say a
prayer for good weather!

Pentecost Collection for Missions
Go and Make Disciples of All Nations" (Mt. 28:19)

Our Ukrainain Catholic Church is responding to
Christ's command to "go and make disciples of all
nations” (Mt 28:19). Patriarch Sviatoslav and the
Bishops of our Church endeavor to provide ministry to
people residing in developing missions in Eastern
Ukraine, in Europe, in areas of the Middle East, Africa
and North America. Your generous assistance is needed
to support clergy and religious to serve these missions
and to aid in the development of new missions. An
annual collection will be taken at Pentecost (NEXT
SUNDAY) for this purpose. There will be special
envelopes at the back of the church for your donation.
You may also send your gift to the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 827 North Franklin Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19123. God bless all who generously
care for the souls of others.

2015 List Of Graduates!

If you or someone in your family is graduating this
year (high school, college, or university) please forward
an email to Fr.Ivan at aphinagor@hotmail.com. Provide
the name of the student, their school, program
completed or degree attained, as well as the
information about acceptance to another school or
program if applicable. We will proudly publish a list of
parish graduates in our bulletin.

A SPECIAL Thank You!

A sincere “Thank You” to Fr. Ivan and parishioners
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Assumption for
honoring me on the 50" Anniversary of the Holy
Priesthood during the annual parish Sviachene on April
19, 2015. The Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving
celebrated with my brother priests, Fr. Ivan and Fr.
Andriy, with the Choir Boyan singing the responses was
spiritually uplifting.The Program itself with all
participants was very gratifying. The childrens
performances were truly heartfelt. The Sviachene
table was beautifully decorated and the meal, as
always, was delicious.

My thanks to the Sviachene committee and
everyone who made this day such a a beautiful
celebration honoring the Priesthood of Jesus Christ. It
was truly a day to remember and brought back fond
memories for me of the 30 vyears | served at
Assumption parish. Thank you for your prayers,
greeting cards, best wishes and your participation in
this, my Golden Jubilee.

May the Risen Lord continue to shower you and
your families with his choicest blessings.

Christos Voskres! - Christ is Risen! Love,

Fr. Roman Dubitsky
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IIapadisabHuH BicHHK
OrOJOLUEHHSI, NOZI;, HOBUHM

Q' e  YKpaiHcbkui PecTuBaab
% LboropiuHuit YKpaiHcbkuiM KynbTypHui ®decTtuBanb y
HawiM napadii BigbyaeTbca y Cy6oty, 27 YepsHa 2015
poKy 3 12 roa. AHs Ao 9 roa Be4vopa. ®ectmBanb 6yae
NPOXOAMTU Ha LWKiNbHIM naowi iy WKinbHoMy 3ani. Ha
dectuBani MM 6yaemMo MaTM  TpaaMuilHy CMadHy
AOMALLHIO YKPATHCbKY Ty Ta MMBO, COJIOAKY BMMiYKY,
Biuctyn o 1:00 i 3:00 roamMHi AgHA TaHUOBa/JbHUX KOJIEKTMBIB
“NMapagpisnbHa  Lkona”, “Hagia ", "Becenka", “bapsiHOK”,
"YepBoHa KanuHa", KpacuBi KOWMKM i3  npu3amu, SpMapok
YKpaiHCbKMX BMpO6iB Ta rpowoy notepeto 50/50. XKusa MysumKa i
KOHUEPT 3ac/yXeHoro aptucta YKpaiHu - MaBna Jockova. Bxig
6€3KOLUTOBHMM.

e TMIATPUMANTE GECTUBA/Ib

CmaHbme cnoHcopamu ecmusasio Noxxepmeysaswu

$ 100 - MnaTtmHoBa MoepTBa,

$ 75 - [iamaHToBa MoxkepTBa,

$ 50 - 3onoTa MoxkepTBa,

$ 25 - Cpi6Ha MoxepTBa,

$ 10 - XeprtBogaBui.

Binbwe Hixk $ 100 - MeueHaTH

( Yci noxkepTBu 6yaTyb NomileHi y ®ectmBanbHiM KHuKUT)

AKwo BKu xoyeTe ctati CnoHcopom decTuBanio, To BULLNITL CBOKO
MoOXepTBYy Ha LEpPKBHY ajpecu abo Bi3bMiTb MycTMM 6innit
KOHBEPT Y NPUTBOPi LEpPKBM, MOCTaBTE Y HbOrO CBOK MOXKEPTBY i
ToAi Ha KoHBepTi  Hanmuwitb ®dectuBanb , Bawe IM’'a Ta
MpisBuie. KoHBEpPT KMHbTE y KOLWMK nigvac 36ipku abo aamTe o.
IBaHy.

e BecHaHuM KoHuept

Binbynetbcs y HawiM napadii y Hegino 31 TpaBHa o 12:30 rog
3a yyacTio TaHuioBaNbHWX rpyn Becenka, YepBoHa KanuHa,
Hagia. Yci 3anpoweHi Ha 6e3KOWTOBHUM KOHLEPT Y LWKiJIbHOMY
3ani. MiagTpMMaMMo HaLLMX ManeHbKMUX TaHLIOpPUCTIB.

Mpo AapoxpaHuTenbHuuto a6o Kusor.

[apoxpaHutenbHuus, abo KueoT Ha cB. Npectoni — oauH i3
6orocnyx60BuX coCyaiB, WO BUKOPUCTOBYETLCA ANs 36epiraHHs
ocBaveHunx Tina Ta Kposi XpucToBux, HeobxigHWX Ans npuyacts.
BMKOPUCTOBYIOTLCA HUHI Y npakTuui MpaBocnaeHoi, KaTonmubKoi
Ta AHrnikaHcbkoi Llepkos. IctopuuHo KueoTtu, abo ix pisHoBMAW,
3'aBMNNCA B BUMKOPUCTaHHI e apeBHboi Llepkeu. Topi 6yna
npakTnka 36epiratn Cs.Japu ANns npuyacts TUX YieHiB 06LmMHK,
WO 3 MEBHUX MpUYMH He Mornn 6ytn npucyTHi 3a JliTyprieto. B
TakoMy pasi BOHW 36epiranucs B criewianbHUX NOCyAMHaX y AoMax
XpUcTusaH, abo x y xpamax. Mpo Te, wo BOHW 3b6epiranucb y
npuBaTHMX 6yauHKax CBiaYMTb icTopuk LlepkBu EBCeBil, WO
MOCKIaloUNCb Ha po3noBigb [ioHicis OnekcaHAapiickoro, onoBiaae,
AK Ana npudacta skorocb CepanioHa BHOMI
6ynu npuHeceHi [lapu, ane He CBALLEHWKOM,
SKUA Ha TOM yYac 3axBOpPiB, @ XJIOMYMUKOM-
NPUCTTYXKHUKOM.

HuHi  3aranbHOBXMBaHOWO HOpMOIo
[JapoxpaHutenbHuub € ¢dopMa  Lepksu-
6aWwToukM 3 HEBENMKOKW  LWYXN94KOK-
rpobHuLEero BcepeamnHi. PobnaTh ix i3 MeTany,
WO He OKUCMIETbCA, 4acTo Mo30s04YeHi. B
YKpalHCbKMX LEepKBax He pa3 MOXHa 3yCTpiTM AepeB’sHi
[apoxpaHutenbHuui. Y KpaiHax XpUCTUSHCbKOro Cxody BOHM
6yBaloTb HaBITb i3 C/IOHOBOI KiCTKK, @ B baraTtux cobopax — wweapo
MPUKpaLLEHi KOLUTOBHOCTSMM.

OueBMAHO, WO HaWbinblla UiHHICTL Y XpaMi — OCBSYEHi
monuteoo Tino Ta KpoB [ocnogHi He MOXyTb Matu 6inbL
[IOCTOMHOro Micusi nepebyBaHHsa sik CB.Mpecton. Y napadisibHMX
XpaMax OCHOBHa uYacTuHa CB. [apiB OCBAYYETbCS HA LA pik y

Benuknit  YetBep, a Mmicns  NiACYIIEHHS, MOK/QAaETbCa Y
[apoxpaHutensHuuyio. CMMBOMIYHO BOHa  cuMmBonisye [pi6
XpuctoBuii, [0 KoTporo 6yno noknageHe [Mpeuncte Tino

Cnacutens. 3a iHWKUM TiyMadeHHs, JapoxpaHnTenbHUUS He TiflbKu
CBOIM BMINAAOM, ane W CUMBOMIYHO 306paxkae coboto Llepky
XpWUCTOBY, WO MOCTIMHO >XWBUTb CBOIX BipHMX TinoM i Kpos'io
lFocnogHboto. e JapoxpaHuTenbHULIO NOPIBHIOWTL i3 KoByerom
3aBiTy, 36yaoBaHUM 3a BoxwuM noBeniHHAM B MolceeBiit CKuHil,
OCKiNbKW BOHA, pa3oM i3 iHwmMy Crapo3asiTHUMK nNpoobpasamu, B
6ykBanbHOMYy ceHCi € npoobpa3oM | KoBYery, B SKOMY
36epiratotbca Tino i Kpos Xpuctosi ( Aue. 1B.16:32, M@.26:28;
Mk.14:27 ).

MepeHocHy [lapoxpaHuTenbul0  HEBENUKWMX  PO3MIpiB
Ha3ueatoTb [lapoHocuuelo. I3 Helo CBSLEHUK BiaBiaye XBOpUX AN1S

e C)ie?:r—\/— —

3anuTaHHA A0 CBALWLEeHuKa

e "lMpemyapicTb npocti Bucnyxavmo CB. €EBaHresie ,
Mup BciMm", WO O3Ha4YarOTb C/10Ba nNpeMyapicrtb i

npocri?
Cnoso [lpemyapicTb - BKa3lye B EBaHrenii Ha OCHOBY
Mpemyapicte FocnoaHto (BoxecTtBeHHa MyapicTb). A CNoOBO
Mpocti - cTOATM nMpoOCTO Yy XpaMi B MpAMOMY i

6narorosiiHOMy BUAi HanNpaBWBLUM BCi CBOI AYMKW i MOYyTTS
no bora.

e CKakiTb, 6yAb-/1acka, YN MO>XXHa XOAMUTH B JliC Ha
LalwnKkn, nNikHikn B Hegini i 0ocob/1MBoO Ha BeNNKi
XPUCTHUSIHCbKI CBSITa.

Anocton [lMaBen kaxe: “Yce MeHi MOXHa Ta He BCe Ha

KopucTtb”. WO BM 3 TUX MOXOAiIB XOo4yeTe BUTATHYTUM AnS

cebe? HAKwWwo npocTto BiANOYMTM CiM'€el0 nicns TOro £k

MONMAUCL Yy XpaMi, To 4yoro 6 Hi, a akwo Bam noHap yce

BiAMOYMHOK Yy fici 3 Apy3dAMu i BigaaTu HanexHe borosi

HEeMa€ yacy, To Ky KOpUCTb Le BaM npuHece Ang Ayui.

e  CKa)KiTb YN MOXCHa XpecTnTn ANTUHY B 6/y 6inomy
oansi ( nosnyeHe ab6o KyrsieHe ro OroJiolleHHi-
AelueBlle HiXK B marasnHi), 6o gesiki roBopsitb Lo
yes ognar € obeperomM i HIKoMy 3MunTH i NnpogasaTn
He MO>KHa, 0co6/1IMBO Yy>KUM JTIOASIM.

Xpectutn AUTMHY MOXHa B 6yab-akoMmy oas3i. CMMBOIOM

6inoi ogexi € kpuxma (6ine NoNOTHO, SKE TPUMAKOTb KyMU, i

B dKe XpeweHy AWMTUHY CnoBMBAE CBALWEHMK). He

obtaxynte cebe i anTnHy 3aboboHamun, ronosHe wob Gyna

Kpuxma.

e Yy Mo>kHa XxoAuTHN XPUCTUSIHUHY A0 UinuTesnis,
eKCTpaceHciB, A0 6ab6ok? Sk 4O UbOro CTaBUTbCS
yepksa?

Mepwa 3anoBigb, Ky pae Ham locnoab: “He man iHWMX

6orie, kpiMm MeHe, nam’atan, wo A - locnoab bor TBIk”.

ToMy, KON MU BipyMO B Pi3HOMaHITHY Marito 4M ropockonw,

TMM camuMm pobumo cobi KymupiB i 4acTo BigAaEMO Bnagy B

CBOEMY XWTTi 3/10My. 3HaK 3 BSIACHOro AOCBIiAY, WO Pi3Hi

BOPOXIHHA 4YM rOpPOCKOMW CTaBanu Ans 4en nacTkoro

3N0r0 Ayxa, 3 AyXe noraHmMm Hacnigkamm. ToMmy B

XKOAHOMY pa3i MM He MOXeMO MNOeAHyBaTu Bipy B Icyca

Xpucta, gk CnacuTtensd, 3  XOAHWUMMU iHWWMWN

HEXPUCTUAHCbKMMU NpakTukamu. 3 borom!

o [lligckakitb, 6yAb Jslacka, 4YM MOIXKHa HYNTATH
MOJINTBM Ha COH TrpPAAYWMNH, SIKWO npuiwaa
AoAomMy 3i cBsiTa, ge B)knBana cnupTtHe. I B3arani,
UM MOXKHaA MOJINTUCAA B HETBEpe3oMy CTaHi,
0C06/1MBO AKLYO AY>XKe Xo4YeTbCs e 3pobntn?

CnywHe nuTaHHS i UikaBe. Bo Moro e He 3agaBanu HiKOIN.

Tpeba ckasaTtu, WO CN/SHIHHA MOXe NMpuiMaTK pi3Hi hopmu.

HopManbHMM BBaXa€TbCs Te, WO BUPAXEHO C/AOBaMU Yy

McanTupy: BUHO BecenuTb cepue nanHu; TobTo -nerke cn’

SHIHHS, fIKe Yy Hapoai Ha3uBawTb "Hanmianutky". Y uboMmy

CTaHi MonuTBa MoOXe Oyt wmpot i MonuTtucsa 6ype He

BaXxko. A OT Ak ntoauHa "nepebpana”, To Bxe byae He Ao

MONUTBU.[PiX IKpa3 nonsdrgde y ToMy, WO JI0AMHA MOYUHAE

LWOCb LiaTKM He y cnasy Bboxy. Konn nioamMHa HanmBaETbCA

aJIkorosto, To BTpayae crTpax boxuii i mamM’aTe Npo NoACbKY

rigHiCTb, AKow Haginue [ocnogb 4onoBika, siK ob6bpa3s i

noaoby Ceoto. AKWO NOAMHA Y UbOMY CTaHi panTtoBo onam’

ATAETLCSA | 3MOXe MOJIMTUCSA, TO Y Hei 3'ABUTbCHA LWaHC

BUNyTaTUCA 3 MoraHoi icropii, y sky 6yae ii BTaryeBaTtu

HeuncTun. Tox, monutucsa byae nobpe 3aBxaun.

e CKaxiTb 6yab-nacka, KoM MHU BigBigyeEMO
noMmepsiMx Ha Morwjaax, ix Aywi € nopyd, 4n ue
MpocTo 3ragka rnpo Hux.

Oywa HemaTepianbHa, a 6yTm nopy4y - JIIOACbKE,

MaTepianbHe MOHATTA. MW nopy4 3 NOMepsiMM B MOSIUTBI |

NMOMMHAHHAX, He3anexHo Big Haworo di3sM4YHOro
po3TallyBaHHs, ane HenoTpibHo 3abyBaTm | npo
NiATPMMYBaHHA YUCTOTM | MNOPSAKY Ha  KJagoBuMLaXx.

[MOMMHaATM NOMepAnX MOAUTBOK CTOSAYM MOpyd Micus X
noxosaHHsa (rpoby) ue AaBHSA XpUCTUSHCbKA Tpaauuis. Ha
NMUTaHHA e 3HaxoAMTbCA Aylla KoM MW 3a Hei Monumocs?
BaM HixTo He gacTb BianoBiai, 60 HixTo Uboro Ha 100% He
3Hae. MpoTe NAnHI nerwe MoIUTUCA 3a KOroCb, YSIBASIOYN
Wo HebiXYMK 4Yye ym 6aunmTb HaC i 3HAE WO MM 3@ HbOrO
MOZIMMOCS - Le We pa3 MNiATBEpPAXYE Ha Mo4yaTKy cKasaHe,
MU AYMAEMO 4epe3 nMnpu3My BIig4yyTTiB | CeHciB, no-
noacobkn. CyTb He BTOMY 4M BM nopyd i 6adatb Hac, a
BTOMY LLO CBOEK MOJIMTBOK MW CMPUYMHSIEMOCS A0 iXHbOro
CcnaciHHS.



http://azbyka.ru/biblia/?Jn.16:32&cr&ucs
http://azbyka.ru/biblia/?Mt.26:28&cr&ucs
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SUPPORT OUR FESTIVAL

Show your support for our parish
by becoming a festival BOOSTER
or SPONSOR

There are 6 levels to chose from:
Boosters - $10

Silver Sponsor - $25

[ )
[ )
e Gold Sponsor - $50
[ )
[ )

| From the
Pastor

Diamond Sponsor - $75
Platinum Sponsor -$100

e Festival Patron - over $100
All Festival supporters will be recognized in the
festival book. To become a Booster or Sponsor,
please send your donation to the rectory.

For more information call 732-826-0767

Women'’s Day of Prayer

In response to the Pastoral Letter of His Beati-
tude Sviatoslav, “The Vibrant Parish - a place to
encounter the living Christ” , that encourages
parishes to become more vibrant by responding to
the needs of the community, the Assumption Par-
ish and members the St. Ann Society invited the
Catholic and non-Catholic women of the city to
come together for the glory of God and to honor
His Blessed Mother. Over 145 ladies from different
parishes eagerly accepted the invitation from Fr.
Ivan and Mrs. Melanie Fedynyshyn, President of
St. Ann Society to attend the
Moleben service in our beautiful
church on Tuesday, May 12,
2015. Many of these women had
never even been in a Ukrainian
Catholic Church before let
alone attend a Moleben, but
they followed in their booklets,
prayed fervently, and sang along with the St. Ann
Society. During the Moleben service, the Very
Reverend Joseph Szupa, Chancellor of the
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, offered a homily on
“Blessed Mary, The Example of Christian Service.”
The event was also attended by the Sisters Serv-
ants of Mary Immaculate and the Missionary Sis-
ters of the Mother of God. The Rosary was recited
by all in attendance after the Moleben. Likewise,
in a show of unity all sang Immaculate Mary, a
hymn representative of the Latin tradition, as
well as Always Protect Us, Dear Virgin Mary as the
Ukrainian Marian hymn. It was so nice to see so
many women witnessing their love for the Blessed
Mother of God in such a unified manifestation,
reflective of the Universality of the Church.
Thank you ladies from St. Ann Society for organ-
izing such a great event.

Decide to Celebrate
There was a widow living in a small apartment with
her two children. She was struggling to survive and
support her children. The Landlord was an atheist,
mean and cruel man, that continually went up on the
rent, generally making life as difficult as possible for
this God-fearing Christian widow.

One morning the evil Landlord was outside
the widow's apartment and heard her praying to God
for the blessing of some food and supplies that she
might feed her children. So, the Land-
lord ran to the grocery store and bought §J\,\/
up several bags of food and other sup- = @,"%
plies. He put all the bags on her door- Z/W\(
step, knocked on her door and then
quickly hid in the bushes nearby. The widow opened
the door and saw the bags and bags of food and sup-
plies. She rejoiced, calling the children, and praising
the Lord! She continued to shout 'Glory to God' as the
evil Landlord came from the bushes, saying, 'Old
woman, God didn't bring those bags. You're crazy! I
heard you praying and went and got the stuff just to
show you how crazy you are praying.'

The widow began to shout even louder,
praising God and dancing about! The Landlord yelled,
'Crazy woman, didn't you hear me?! What are so hap-
py about?' The widow smiled and said, 'Not only did
God buy me the supplies, but He got the Devil to de-
liver it!'

Poustor’s Corner

e | have been raised Protestant and have held Protestant views for
nearly my entire life. Recently, | have felt as though something is
missing from it all. | have felt a pull from Catholicism, but there are
parts of it that | still am unsure of, particularly Mariology, prayers
to saints, and priests being able to absolve sins. How can | know

Nothing in Catholicism contradicts Scripture. You mention a difficulty with

Mariology. Catholics venerate, but not worship, Mary as the Mother of God.

Our veneration of her is certainly in line with Scripture, for Mary says,

“From now on will all ages call me blessed” (Luke 1:48). And, indeed, we

call her the Blessed Mother.

Regarding prayers to the saints: It is normal for Christians to ask one
another for prayers. We do it all the time. The intercession of fellow Chris-
tians — which is what the saints in heaven are — doesn’t interfere with
Christ’s role as the unique mediator between God and man. St. Paul empha-
sizes that point: “There is also one mediator between God and the human
race, Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).

Notice, however, in the preceding verses that St. Paul also praises
the practice of intercessory prayer. “First of all, then, | ask that supplica-
tions, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be offered for everyone, for
kings and for all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in
all devotion and dignity. This is good and pleasing to God our savior, who
wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth” (1 Timo-
thy 2:1-4).

As for priests being able to absolve sins, Scripture itself indicates
that this is a power God has chosen to delegate. “‘But that you may know
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’ — he then said to
the paralytic, ‘Rise, pick up your stretcher, and go home.’ He rose and went
home. When the crowds saw this they were struck with awe and glorified
God who had given such authority to human beings” (Matthew 9:6-8). Notice
that plural, human beings — the passage isn’t just referring to Jesus’ power
to absolve. And later on, in the Gospel according to John, Jesus explicitly
delegates this power to his apostles: “And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you
forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained” (John
20:22-23).

e Is saying “God bless you!” when someone sneezes is a blessing?
Saying “God bless you,” when someone sneezes has a long history in
Christian civilization - spoken by cleric and laity alike. It’s a kind wish and a
good thing to do. Similarly, saying “God bless you,” at the end of a conver-
sation, or when tucking a child into bed at night, is laudable.
It’s an entirely different category to pretend one is a priest, extend one’s
hands and attempt to “bless” another person. That’s something which the
Church rightly reserves to Her ordained ministers, who act in persona Chris-
ti. “But Father! But Father!”, some of you are now gurgling. “Pope Francis
himself asked people to bless him when he was elected and he’s the most
wonderfulest, Pope ever! Note that the Pope asked people to pray for the
Lord to bless him, not that they would extend hands or make the sign of the
Cross and bless him as priests might. Just to be clear about that.
Avoid at all costs the silliness of simulating a priestly blessing. This veers
close to sacrilege. | think it smacks of an effort by a certain element in the
Church to downplay the ordained priesthood. Keep on saying “God bless
you” when someone sneezes, and keep on asking God to bless friends and
family members in your conversations.

e "In an emergency, how should | baptize?"

In an emergency, you baptize by pouring water over the head of the one to
be baptized and while pouring the water, say: "l baptize you in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” The one who baptizes
must intend to do what Christ and the Church intend to do by the Sacrament
of Baptism.

e "What does God and the Catholic religion think of horoscopes and
fortune telling? Approve? Disapprove?”

| refer you to paragraphs 2115 to 2117 in the Catholic catechism which
"rejects all forms of divination...". "Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm
reading, interpretation of omens and lots. All conceal a desire for power
over time, history and.. other human beings.” "..a sound Christian attitude
consists in putting oneself confidently in the hands of Providence for what-
ever concerns the future.” Any serious intentions of discovering the hidden
future by superstitious means is forbidden by the Catholic Church as a sin
against religion and God Almighty (Deut. 18: 10-11).

e "Why do Catholics and others strike the breast at times?"

In the tradition of the Ancients, Catholics (and others) strike their breasts at
prayer times as a sign of sorrow for their sins. The source of sin is consid-
ered to be in the heart. When the Pharisee and the Publican (tax-collector)
prayed in the temple (Luke 18: 13), the Publican struck his breast saying:
"God, be merciful to me a sinner.” At the foot of the cross, on Good Friday,
witnesses expressed their guilt by striking their breasts. (Luke 23: 48). Mea
Culpa! Mea culpa!! Mea maxima culpa!!!



http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/1:48
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