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3RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

JUNE 14, 2015

Epistle - Rom 5:1-10; Gospel - Mt 6:22-34, Tone 2

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

34 Sunday After Pentecost, June 14, 2015
9:00 AM Lit. + Augustine Molodowitz r/by Fr. Roman
11:30 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
Monday, June 15, 2015
No Liturgy scheduled
Tuesday, June 16, 2015
8:00 AM Lit. + John, Catherine, Andrew, Mary Bodnar;
Rose Chanel - Legate
Wednesday, June 17, 2015
8:00 AM Lit. + Lillian & William Henderson;
Mary & Michael Waverczak - Legate
7:00 PM - MOLEBEN TO THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS
Thursday, June 18, 2015
8:00 AM Lit. Health of Robert Zisko r/by ACS
Friday, June 19, 2015
8:00 AM Lit. Health of Wounded Ukrainian Soldiers
r/by Kalyniak Family
Saturday, June 20, 2015
8:00 AM Lit. Special Intention Andrew r/by M.S. M. G.
5:00 PM Lit. + Potskanick, Potskanik Families
r/by John & Ann Redus
3rd Sunday After Pentecost, June 21, 2015
Epistle - Rom 6:18-23; Gospel - Mt 8:5-13
9:00 AM Lit. Living Fathers of Our Parish
Pan. - + Deceased Fathers of Our Parish
11:30 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

Ukrainian Cultural Festival

Our 3 annual Ukrainian Cultural Festival will be held
on Saturday, June 27, 2015 from 12 to 9 PM. Ukrainian
dancers under the direction of Nadia Lemega will perform
traditional Ukrainian dances at 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m in
the school hall. There will also be delicious homemade
Ukrainian food, Ukrainian beer, delicious desserts, over 20
vendors, a church tour, live music throughout the event by
singer Pavlo Doskoch, a Merited Artist of Ukraine, a
Beautiful Baskets raffle and 50/50 Money Ruffle.
Admission to the festival is free. For more information call
732-826-0767 or visit us at
www.assumptioncatholicchurch.net. All are welcome to
enjoy this event of music, food, culture and fun for all
ages.

School Drive for the Children of Fallen Heroes

A school drive will be held, organized by RAZOM, a
Ukrainian-American non-profit organization, established
to support the people of Ukraine in their continued quest
for democracy, justice, and human rights. Together,
let’s help children of Ukrainian heroes to go to school
happy and prepared. Their families need to know that
they are not alone, we are with them! Things you can
donate for the Children of Fallen Heroes: Notebooks,
organizers, backpacks, pens, pencils, crayons, markers,
erasers, play dough, paints, paintbrushes, rulers, folders,
glue, pencil boxes. Donations will be collected in our
church until June 28, 2015. Please drop off your donation
in the box located at the back of the church or bring it to
the rectory. For more information please contact Nataliya
@ 201-978-1329.

A Thought For The Summeron Church Attendance:

Do we apply the same standards of faithfulness to our

Church activities that we expect in other areas of life? If
your car starts one of three times, do you think it’s
faithful? If the paperboy skips the Monday and Thursday
editions, aren’t they missed? If you fail to come to work
four or five times a month — does your employer call you
faithful? If your refrigerator quits for a day now and then,
do you excuse it by saying, “Oh, it works most of the
time?” If you miss two out of twelve mortgage payments a
year, does the bank say, “Well, ten out of twelve isn’t
bad?’
PUNCH LINE: If you fail to worship God in Church, one,
two or more Sundays a month, can you be called
faithful???? If we expect faithfulness from other people
and things...does not God expect the same — and more —
from us, His people?

Lend a Helping Hand at Festival

Our Festival is only two weeks away and
preparations are ongoing by numerous volunteers. The
festival committee extends an invitation to all
parishioners to actively become engaged in the festival
preparation. We need the support of young and old,
those who are quick on their feet and those who would
rather work sitting down. Anyone between the ages of
18 and 100 is encouraged to participate. We need folks
to serve food, help in the kitchen and grill stations.
Also, we need people to assist in setting up the tables
as well as to pick up at the end of the festival.

Please seriously consider pitching in by signing up
on the Volunteer Sign Up Sheet in the church vestibule.
On the top of the sheet there is “working area,”
chairperson/s and hour schedule. Most of our noon to 2
p.m. volunteer time slots are filled up, but we do need
volunteers between the hours of 2 and 9 p.m. Please
consider working at the festival the entire day.

| noticed that many people that | know could
probably greatly help us, still haven’t signed up.
Please, consider this festival as your opportunity to
share your gifts with your parish and your fellow
parishioners. The festival brings together all of our
parishioners and many of our community members.
Volunteering is a great way to give back to the parish
and community while connecting with folks that you
otherwise would not have met. Join us! Those unable
to engage in laboring due to age or infirmity are simply
asked to pray for good weather and for togetherness
and friendship as we perform our tasks.

Fr. Ivan - Pastor and a Festival Chair Person

Donations for the Festival

Sincere thanks to all our sponsors. Cash donations
received before June 15 will be printed in the festival
booklet. Donations received after that date will be listed
in the bulletin.

$1,000.00 - Joanne Kara

$150.00 - Rozalia Czaban

$125.00 - John & Colette Baginsky

$100.00 - Robert & Helen Cheloc

$100.00 - Peter & Allyson Fizer

$100.00 - Veronica Hrehowsik

$100.00 - Alla & Stepan Korostil

$100.00 - Jeff Kuchie

$100.00 - Ann Marie Stek

$100.00 - Olga M. Yurechko

$50.00 - Stephen Daisak, Barbara N. Daisak

$50.00 - Catherine Dzubaty

$50.00 - Kwiecinski Family

$50.00 - Ron & Ana Mascenik

$25.00 - Natalia & Myron Domareckyj

$25.00 - Mark & Julia Ganser

$25.00 - Renee Kohut Riley

$15.00 - Bernedette Terebecky

$10.00 - Irena Rakoczy

$10.00 - Olha Rakoczy

$10.00 - Ramona Rakoczy

$10.00 - Walter R. Tulys

Bishop Jaroslav Gabro School Endowment Fund
$50.00 - Sophie Ruiz, in memory of

+ HELEN PASZULA
$50.00 - John & Roberta Chrzan, in memory of

+ HELEN PASZULA

World Meeting Of Families - Philadelphia 2015 -
Registration Open

Mark your family calendar for the 8th World Meeting of
Families. Philadelphia is proud to welcome families from
around the world to this event on September 22-27, 2015.
Registration is now open. Families can look forward to
speakers, celebrations, activities for kids, and prayer, all
of which will bring renewal and transformation for you,
your loved ones, and the world. Visit the official World
Meeting of Families website at WorldMeeting2015.0rg to
learn more. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity.




IIapadisapHu# BicHHK
OrOJIOLUEHHSI, TOAIi, HOBUHM

e VYkpaiHcbkuii ®PectuBanb - NpPoOCUMO
npo fonomory.

LiboropiuHuii YKpaiHCbKuiA KynbTypHWiA
®decTvBanb Yy Hauwiii napadii BigbyaeTbcs y
Cyboty, 27 YepsHsa 2015 poky 3 12 roa. aHs oo
9 rog Beyopa. PectBanb byae NpoxoauTM Ha
WKiNbHIM nnowi i y wkinbHoMy 3ani. Ha
®ectvBani mMu 6ygemo MaTtu TpaauuinHy
CMayHy [OOMaLUHIO YKPaiHCbKy DKy Ta nuBo,
€onoaKy Buniyky, suctyn o 1:00
i 3:00 roavHi OHS
TaHLIOBaNbHUX KONEKTUBIB
“Hapia", "Becenka", "YepBoHa
KanuHa", kpacvBi Kowumku i3
npu3amun, pMapok, Ta rpoLloBYy
notepeto 50/50. XXua My3uka i
KOHLEpT 3aciyXeHoro aptucra
Ykpainn - MaBna [ocko4va novHeTbcs i3 3 go 9
rog. Bxig 6e3kowToBHMi. CepaedyHo npoLuy
BacC AONOMOITM Yy npuroTyBaHHi ®ecTtusanio.
Mpu BXOAI OO XpaMy € CTin Ha akoMy € ¢dopmu
AN BOJIOHTEPIB Y PIi3HUX AinsHKax npaui Ha
dectuBani. 3anuwitTbca Ha LN AeHb abo Ha
[eKinbka rogvH Tam e BW AyMacTe Bawl TanaHT
6yae Halkpalle BMKOpUCTaHUA. XiHOK NpocuMo
3anucatnuca y ¢opMi WO BU cneyeTe NASALOK,
TOpT, ab0 SKYCb BMMIYKY AN CONOAKOro CTONYy.
CepgeyHo npowy Bac nigTpuMatv napadito i
3AMNCATNCA OO MPALL.

e Tpouwosa Jlotepes 50/50

Keutok $1. [lepemoxeub notepei byne
OroMoWeHMN Npu KiHui ®ecTuBanto i oTpuMae
50% Big cyMnm OTpUMaHOi Big NpoAaxy YCix
KBUTKIB, a ue byne Ayxe Benuka cyma. He
noTpibHO 6yTW npucyTHIM Ha decTnBani LWwob
BUrpaTW, rofIOBHE KYNUTW KBUTOK i HanucaTu Ha
HboMy Baw TenedoH. KBUTKM Ha  noTepeto
50/50 Takox 6yayTb npogasatucs CbOrOAHI i
HacTyrnHoi Hegini nigyac kasu gng  ycix
6a>xatoumx.

e 36epwu AnTuHy lepos B wikony - School
Drive

YKpaiHCbKo-aMmepuKkaHcbka opradisauis RAZOM

nNpoBoAuTb 36ipKy KaHLUENspCbKUX MNpeaMeTiB

ans aiteit YkpaiHcbkux repois. [laBaiiTe pasom

JOMOMOXEMO AiTSM MiTU B LWKOMY LWACTMBUMM i

npurotoBaHnmMu. MNoxepTen byayTb 36upatucs y

Hawin uepkBi g0 28 yepBHa 2015.

MoxxepTBYBaHHS CKiafanTe y nanepoBuii LMK

npwv BXOAi A0 LIepKBU.

Hwkue npuknag Toro,

WO  MOXHa  Kynutu

OWTWHI 0 LWKOMN:

1. 30WKMTY B NiHINKY i B

KITITUHKY.

2. ManepoBui

opraHaisep (ans

LUKONSPIB CEpeAHbOI Ta CTAPLLOI WKONK).

3. Piok3ak.

4. OniBui, pe3nHKKN, PYyYKN.

5. Mnactunin, dapbu, NeH3nmKkuM, 30WnTHn ans

MastoBaHHS.

6. KaHuensapcbKi npeaMeTy BignoBIAHO Biky

(niHifika, TpaHCMOPTUP, UMPKYAb i T.4.)

7. NeHan, nanka Ans 30LWunTIB.

3a 101aTKOBOIO iH(opMaLli€lo 3BepTaiiTech No

TenedoHy: 201-978-1329 Hatans

e [OEHb BATbKA - MoMuHaemo XXusBux i

Momepnux TaTtycis
Y Hepinto 21 YEPBHS, mu 6yaeMo noMmHaT Ha

JNiTyprii ycix Hawwmx XuBUX i NOMepnnx TaTycCis.
CborogHi ocTtaHHs Hepina wob nogat iMeHa
CBOIX piAHWX.

rj%:r@:r—w —|

3anuTaHHA Ao CBAweHuka!

e Konwu HacTynHoro pasy BiaKpuioTb BopoTa y BaTukaHi, nponwoBLuM Yyepes
AKi MOXXHA OTPMMAaTU «BiANYLIEHHSA rpixiB»?

BopoTa, uyepe3 ki MOXHa OTpMMaTh «BiOMNYLWEHHS TpPiXiB», pO3TalloBaHi He y

BaTtukaHi, - To6TO, 3BM4YaliHO, i y BatukaHi Tex, - ane ix HacnpaBgi HabaraTo

6inbwe, Bciogn. Ui BopoTa - TaiHcTBO MpuMMMpeHHs, B sikomy ocoba, KoTpa TSXKO

arpilumna, oTpUMye MpOLLEeHHs | NpumupsieTbest 3 Borom i 3 Moro Llepksoto 3a

nocepeaHNLITBOM CBSLLEHUKA.

Lo crocyetbcss CBATMX BOPIT, SKi BigKpuBawTbcsA nig 4ac HOBinenHoro
POKY, TO MPOXOKEHHHA Yepe3 HUX 30BCiM He npu3sede OO0 BignyleHHs rpixis, B
AKmx cnig kastuca Ha Cnosigi. Ha Xanb, HekoMneTeHTHi W HeyBaxHi 3MI,
nosigomnstoun npo manbyTHin HOBinei Munocepas, 4acTo BUKOPUCTOBYHOTb TEPMIH
«BiQNYLLEHHS TPiXiB», HE PO3YMitOuK, NPO LLO NOETbCH, | BBOAATL B OMaHy nioaen,
AKi He oyxe 3Hanomi 3 yuntenbctBoMm Llepksu. [lexTo gymae, Wwo gocTaTHbO NPONTH
yepes Ce4ATi BpaTa, WOo6 oTpMMaTK BignyLeHHs rpixis. Ane Ans BianyLleHHS rpixis
HeobxigHO npuctynutn go Cnosigi, a npoxomkeHHA 4yepe3 CBATi BpaTa gapye
iHOyNbreHuito, To6TO NPOLLEHHS TUMYacOBOi Kapu 3a BXxe BUCNOBigaHi rpixu (L
Kapa nonsarae B OYMLLEHHI OyLUi K BNIPOAOBX 3€MHOI0 XWUTTS, Tak i nicna cmepTi - B
ynctunuui). Y 6ynni nporonoweHHs HOBineto Munocepas NMana ®paHuuck nuwe
npo ue Tak: «Y ToM 4Yac 9K MM CnpMnMaemo cuny brnarogarTi, WO nepeMiHioe Hac, Mu
Bi4YyBaEMO TaKOX CWUNYy rpixa, KU CTaBUTb Hac B NeBHi yMOBWU. HesBaxarwun Ha
NPOLLEHHS, B HALIOMY XWTTi MM HOCMMO MpPOTUPIYYSA, HACMIOKM HawuMx rpixie. Y
TaiHcTBi MNpumupeHHs Bor npowae rpixu, i BOHW cnpasgi cTupatTbed. Ane Bce X
HeraTMBHWIA CNi4 Bi4 HaWOi MOBEAIHKM i Bif HaWMX OyMOK 3anuwaetbcs. OgHak
munocepas bora cunbHiwe i No BigHOWEHHIO A0 HUX. BoHO cTae nobnaxnmeicTio
(ingynbreHuiero) Otus, Kotpun uyepe3 HapeuyeHy XpuctoBy MpuUXoauTb A0
BMOAYEHOro rpiliHMKa i 3BiNbHAE WOro BiJ BCSKOro 3anuvilKy HacnigkiB rpixa,
pobnsaum horo 3gatHUM AidaTy 3 nobos'to | 3pocTtatn B NoboBi, a He BNagaTu 3HOBY
B IPix».

YMOBU ons oTpumaHHs iHaynbreHuii - ue Cnosigp, MNpuyacts, monuTtea B
Hamipi CesTiworo OTusa i crnoBsigyBaHHA BipM, a TakoX iHWi GnaroyecTtusi Aii,
NnoB'si3aHi 3 NEBHMMM AHAMM YU NOAIAMU, cepen, SK1X, Hanpuknag, nanoMHULTBA YK
KOBinewHi pokn. Ns oTpMMaHHs iHOQynbreHuii HeobXiAHMM TaKoX € BigpedeHHs Big
BCSKOT CXUNBbHOCTI HaBIiTb 4O NOBCAKAEHHOrO rpixa. [HaynbreHuito  MoxHa
oTpumaTtn anga cebe abo ons NokinHoro.

HOBinenHun pik Munocepasi noyHeTbCA 8 rpyaHs LbOro POKY BiOKPUTTAM
CeaTtux Bopit 6asunikn Ceatoro lMetpa. Ceatiwnn OTteub B 6ynni «Misericordiae
vultus» yxBanuB, o B TpeTio Heainto AgBeHTy, 13 rpyaHs, 6yayTh BiOKpUTI Takox
CeaTi BpaTta B kateapanbHomy cobopi Pumy - JlatepaHcbkoi 6a3uniui, a noTim i B
iHwux Mancbkux 6asunikax. B uto X Hedinto B KOXHih nomicHii Llepksi, a came B
KategpanbHux cobopax ycboro CBiTy, B KOHKaTedpanbHUX cobopax 4Yu B iHLIMX
3HauyLWmMXx xpamax OyayTb Takox Bigkputi CeaTi Bpata Munocepasa. 3a Bubopom
opAvHapis, Ui ABepi MOXYTb OyTW BIigKPWUTI TakoX Yy CBATUNULLAX. TakMMm YMHOM,
lOBinen Munocepasa Oygoe nepexuBaTuCa B €napxisx YCbOro CBiTYy Tak caMo
iHTEHCMBHO, SK i B Pumi i y BaTukaHi, i npoxomxeHHs yepes byab-ski 3 umx CBaTux
BOPIT BGyae NoB'A3aHO 3 OTPUMAHHSM HOBINENHOT iHAYNbreHuii. Ane SKWo Bipyouni
BUPILLMB OTPUMATW BigNYLLEHHS IPiXiB, BiH CNoOYaTKy NOBMHEH NPOWTK Yepes3 «CBATI
BpaTta AyLwi», SKMMU € cnoBiganbHuudA. TiNbku OTPUMAaBLUKM BiAnyLEeHHs rpixiB y
Cnosigi, M1 MOXeMO OTpMMaTK 3aranbHy iHAyNbreHuito ans cebe abo Ansa NOKiNHUX
Onun3bknx, nporwoBlK 4Yepe3 CBATi BpaTa, K cneuianbHO BiOKPMBAKTLCA B
KOBinenHun pik.

CeaTi BpaTta y BatukaHcbkini 6a3uniui 6yayTe Bigkputi 3 8 rpyaHsa 2015 p.
no 20 nucrtonaga 2016 poky, i NPOMLIOBLUM 4Yepe3 HUX, MOXHa Oyge oTpumaTu
3aranbHy iHOyNbreHuito, To6TO BiANyLLEHHA TMMYacoBOi kapu 3a rpixu, ski Gynu
BignyweHi Ham y TaiHcTei Crosig,.

e CkaxiTb Oyab nacka uu € pisHuusa mix "Bioniero” i "€BaHreniem” i aAka?
Bi6nis - ue Crapun i HoBun 3anositn. €BaHrenie - ue Hoeui 3anoBiT .byab-sika
NoAnHAa MoXe i HaBiTb NoBMHHA MaTu goma Bibnito yn €BaHrenie i WOAEHHO 1A0ro
untatu. Agxe yepes crnoso boxe 3 Hamn poamosnsie Cam Bor. MoTpibHO ckasaTwy,
wo €saHrenie 6ysae ©GorocnyxboBuM i Taka KHura 30epiraetbcs Ha CBATOMY
MpecToni y xpami

e Lo o3HavaroTb crnoBa nig Yac nepemiHn CeaTux fapiB: "TBoe Big TBOIX
Tobi npuHocumo, 3a Bcix i 3a Bce"? 3aBxAu 3aAymMylocs Hag UMMM
crnoBamm, ane pobpe ix He po3ymito.

XpucTtoc Ha TawHin Bedepi, konn BcTaHoBuB TanHy lNMpecBaToi €BxapucTii,3anuwmse

CBOIM anocTonaMm Ta ixX NpPecTonoHacnigHMKkam Take gopyyeHHs: "Lie YnHiTb Ha Min

crnomuH". | KOnu cBSALLEHWK Npokasye cnoea: "Teoe (Wwo Tu Ham 3anuwme) Big TBOIX

nocnigoBHukiB, Tobi Bory npuHocumo (3a TBOIM JopydeHHAM, Ha TBi cnomuH),

NPMHOCMMO 3a BCiX TWX, 3@ KOro npaButbcs J1iTypria i 3a BignyweHHs iM BCA rpixu

iX.

e Yomy noTpibHO xoauTn B uepkBy? Xiba He BUCTa4yUTb MPOCTO pPoGUTU
[oOopi cnpaBwm i XxnTn 3a 3anoBigammn Boxumn?
LlikaBe 3anuTaHHs, KoTpe Mpu Ginbl AeTanbHOMY po3rnsai MicTUTb y cobi ogHy
BaknuBy cynepeyHicTb. CnpaBa y TOMy, WO 3BMYHA 418 Hac dpasa «kuTu 3a
3anoBigaMn Boxvmm» He MUHyYe BMMarae M JOTPUMAaHHSA He nuvile 3BUYHU3X A5
Hac 10-Tn 3anosigen MocnogHix, ane 1 BUMarae Haworo AOTPMMaHHS 3anoBigi Nnpo
BaXXIMBICTb NpunHanexHocTi 0o Llepkeu. Xoua ii BigKpUTMmM TEKCTOM HEMAE, BCE XK —
3a nepekoHaHHaM CeaTux AnoctoniB — 6e3 LlepkBu Hemae cnaciHHs. Lle MoBopus
locnoab, i 3apagu uUBOro MpuUxoamB Yy CBIT XpUCTOC. AKUA «HE MOKMHYB Hac




SUPPORT OUR FESTIVAL
Show your support for our parish by becoming a festival
BOOSTER or SPONSOR. There are 6 levels to chose from:

e Boosters - $10

Silver Sponsor - $25
Gold Sponsor - $50
Diamond Sponsor - $75
Platinum Sponsor -$100

e Festival Patron - over $100
All Festival supporters will be recognized in the festival
book if they are received by June 15th.

Pastor's
Corner

Volunteers for the FESTIVAL

Many will be shocked to find,
When the day of judgment nears,
That there's a special place in Heaven
Set aside for volunteers.

Furnished with big recliners,

Satin couches and footstools,
Where there are no committee chairmen,
No yard sales or rest area coffee to serve,

No library duty or bulletin assembly,
There will be nothing to print and staple,
Not one thing to fold and mail,
Telephone lists will be outlawed,

But a finger snap will bring
Cool drinks and gourmet dinners
And rare treats fit for a king.

You ask, "Who'll serve these privileged few
And work for all they're worth?"
Why, all those who reaped the benefits,
And not once volunteered on Earth.

- - Author Unknown - -

e LA LA DAL AT U

Visitor's Guide to our church.

To say that we make the sign of the
Cross frequently would be an under-
statement. We sign ourselves when-
ever the Trinity is invoked, whenever
we venerate the Cross or an Icon,
and on many other occasions in the
course of the Liturgy. But people
aren’t expected to do everything the
same way. Some people Cross them-
selves three times in a row, and
some finish by sweeping their right hand to the floor.
On first entering a Church people may come up to an
Icon on the table in the middle of the church, make a
“metania”—crossing themselves and bowing with right
hand to the floor—twice, then kiss the Icon, then make
one more metania. This becomes familiar with time,
but at first it can seem like secret-handshake stuff that
you are sure to get wrong. Don’t worry, you don't have
to follow suit.

We cross with our right hands from right
to left (push, not pull), the opposite of
Roman Catholics and high-Church
Protestants. We hold our hands in a pre-
scribed way: thumb and first two finger-
tips pressed together, last two fingers
pressed down to the palm (Three fingers
together for the Trinity; two fingers
brought down to the palm for the two
natures of Christ, and his coming down to earth.) This,
too, takes practice.

L FHOROROTOTOROTOTOR OTOTOTOTOK

PASTOR’'S CORNER

e "Why is the pope accepting the
State of Palestine, when they are
not Jewish?” Something is not
right here?

| don't understand what your question
is. The Holy See, Vatican City State,
has diplomatic relations with countries throughout the
world. Vatican City State is an independent and sovereign coun-
try all its own, headed by the Pope, the Bishop of Rome. It main-
tains embassies (nunciatures) in most countries of the world, and
those countries send ambassadors to the Holy See.

The Holy See's diplomatic relations are not based on reli-
gion but on the relationship between countries. But the reason
why there are an exchange of ambassadors in almost every coun-
try in the world between the Holy See and them is that the rights
of all Christians, especially Catholics, are respected and that the
patrimony of the Church is protected in those countries.

The only state in the world that is considered Jewish is
the state of Israel. The Holy See and Israel have good interna-
tional relations and have exchanged ambassadors. The rest of
the world's countries are of various cultures and religions, yet,
the Holy See (Vatican City State) has diplomatic relations with
them all. After a long time of planning and the making of inter-
national treaties, the Holy See has opened diplomatic relations
with the state of Palestine in May 2015. By doing so, it has recog-
nized the Palestinian people's destiny as a nation, and recognizes
its people’s right to self-governance.

This was done to hasten the peace treaties between the
state of Palestine (the Gaza Strip and the West Bank) and the
state of Israel. The Holy See also is very concerned for the Chris-
tians (Catholics) of the state of Palestine. There are Palestinian
Catholics who are striving to survive, and there are Christian holy
sites within the state of Palestine that must be protected, such as
Bethlehem (within the West Bank), the site of the birth of Jesus,
our Lord and Savior.

The Jordan River and the site of the baptism of Jesus is
also in the West Bank of the state of Palestine. By making an in-
ternational treaty between the Holy See and the state of Pales-
tine, these Christian sites can be protected from destruction by
those who are not Christian, and the rights of the Catholic Pales-
tinian can be ensured by law. Many people are mistaken to think
that all Palestinians are of one religion, Islam. On the contrary,
some Palestinians are Christians too! There are 50,000 Christians
in the West Bank and 3,000 Christians in the Gaza Strip with a
total of 53,000 Christians living within the Palestinian
state. Then there are 154,000 Christians living in the state of
Israel, of which 80% say that they are of Arab and Palestinian de-
scent. Then there are even more Palestinian Christians that live
around the world outside of Palestine. The Pope (the Holy See) is
very concerned for them and their protection from persecution.
Palestinians are not only Muslim. They are Christian too. With
the Holy See recognizing the state of Palestine, the peace process
can move forward in that now both parties are equal partners at
the negotiation table.

From the
Pastor’s Desh

e | have always been a Catholic of the Latin Rite but was
interested in going to a Mass at Byzantine Church in my
area. Can | just attend and receive Communion as usual? Is
there anything i need to know before attending?

If you are a Roman Catholic in good standing who is not in need of
confession and who has kept the communion fast, you may re-
ceive the Eucharist when you go. It is dispersed from a spoon di-
rectly into your mouth. Look up, open wide, tongue in, don't say
Amen or cross yourself. The only thing you need to know before
going is that you may attend and receive as it is a Church in full
communion with Rome. You should also know that: That there is
no genuflection. People bow to the altar. That there is unlikely to
be western devotions like Stations. That you'll be singing, "Lord,
have mercy” a lot. That you will be WELCOMED by friendly and
hospitable people

e Why is Ukraine said to be under the "Protection of the
Mother of God'?

In 1037, Yaroslav the Wise, ruler of Kievan Rus', placed his nation

under the special protection of the Mother of God. This was the

first time a nation in Europe was dedicated in such a manner.

Kievan Rus' is the ancient name for Ukraine.




