WHO IS ST. NICHOLAS?

The true story of Santa Claus begins with Nicholas, who was
born during the third century in the village of Patara. At the
time the area was Greek and is now on the southern coast of
Turkey. His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a devout
Christian, died in an epidemic while Nicholas was still young.
Obeying Jesus' words to "sell what you own and give the money
to the poor," Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist the
needy, the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his life to serv-
ing God and was made Bishop of Myra while still a young man.
Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land for his gen-
erosity to those in need, his love for children, and his concern
for sailors and ships. Under the Roman Emperor Diocletian, who
ruthlessly persecuted Christians, Bishop Nicholas suffered for
his faith, was exiled and imprisoned. The pris-
ons were so full of bishops, priests, and dea-
cons, there was no room for the real crimi-
nals—murderers, thieves and robbers. After his
release, Nicholas attended the Council of Ni-
caea in AD 325. He died December 6, AD 343
in Myra and was buried in his cathedral church, §;
where a unique relic, called manna, formed in ¥}
his grave. This liquid substance, said to have
healing powers, fostered the growth of devotion to Nicholas.
The anniversary of his death became a day of celebration, St.
Nicholas Day, December 6th (December 19 on the Julian Calen-
dar). Through the centuries many stories and legends have
been told of St. Nicholas' life and deeds. These accounts help us
understand his extraordinary character and why he is so be-
loved and revered as protector and helper of those in need. One
story tells of a poor man with three daughters. In those days a
young woman's father had to offer prospective husbands some-
thing of value—a dowry. The larger the dowry, the better the
chance that a young woman would find a good husband. With-
out a dowry, a woman was unlikely to marry. This poor man's
daughters, without dowries, were therefore destined to be sold
into slavery. Mysteriously, on three different occasions, a bag of
gold appeared in their home-providing the needed dowries. The
bags of gold, tossed through an open window, are said to have
landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. This led
to the custom of children hanging stockings or putting out
shoes, eagerly awaiting gifts from Saint Nicholas. Sometimes
the story is told with gold balls instead of bags of gold. That is
why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are
one of the symbols for St. Nicholas. And so St. Nicholas is a gift
-giver. Through the centuries St. Nicholas has continued to be
venerated by Catholics and Orthodox and honored by
Protestants. By his example of generosity to those in need, es-
pecially children, St. Nicholas continues to be a model for the
compassionate life.

Massive Chernobyl shelter safely put over exploded reactor.
CHERNOBYL, Ukraine — Workers completed a massive
shelter over the Chernobyl nuclear plant's exploded reactor on Tues-
day, one of the most ambitious engineering projects in the world that
one expert said had closed "a nuclear wound." The half cylinder-
shaped shelter was locked in place over the plant's reactor No. 4
after being moved in on hydraulic jacks for two weeks. It marks a
significant step toward containing the consequences of the world's
worst nuclear accident, which occurred 30 years ago
in what is now Ukraine.
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko described the
new shelter as "the biggest moving construction that
humanity has ever created." Workers will now begin
dismantling unstable parts of the original cover, the
so-called sarcophagus, which was built over the re-
actor shortly after the disaster to contain radiation.
The April 26, 1986, explosion at the reactor sent a cloud of
radioactive fallout over much of Europe and forced the evacuation of
about 115,000 people from the plant's vicinity. A 30-kilometer (19-
mile) area around the plant has remained largely off-limits and the
town of Pripyat, where the plant's workers once lived, was turned into
a ghostly ruin of deteriorating apartment buildings.
The new shelter is 275 meters (843 feet) wide and 108 meters (354
feet) tall and cost about 1.5 billion euros, according to the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. More than 40 govern-
ments have contributed to funding its construction, which involved
10,000 workers.
Hans Blix, chairman of the Chernobyl Shelter Fund, said "thirty years
after the accident, pains and costs are still there but the healing pro-
cess has come a long way." "Moving together two halves of the huge
arch and sliding the gigantic shelter in the position over the historic
reactor is like closing a wound, a nuclear wound that belongs to all of
us," he said.

Pastor’s Corner

e In our Archdiocese/ parish the Immaculate Concep-
tion was again changed, from Thursday to Friday this
year. Is this because it would be easier for people to
get to the Holy Day of Obligation?

No . First, the feast of the “Conception of St Ann, when she con-
ceived Mary, the Mother of God” is not a so-called “Holy Day of
Obligation.” It technically never has been—except that the Roman
Catholic Church in the United States designated the feast they
know as the “Immaculate Conception” as the paternal feast of the
country. In most other places—except for Ireland and the Philip-
pines—even the Latin Church does not consider it a “holy day.”
A feast called the Conception of Mary arose in the Eastern Church
in the seventh century (prior to the Great Schism of 1054). It
spread to the West in the eighth century. In the eleventh century
it received the name Immaculate Conception in the West. In the
eighteenth century it became a feast of the Roman Catholic
Church—the only Marian feast that came to the Western Church
not by way of Rome, but from the Byzantine area of Naples;
thence to Normandy during their period of dominance over south-
ern Italy. From there it spread into England, France, Germany,
and eventually, Rome.
Prior to Pope Pius IX’s definition of the Immaculate Conception as
Church dogma, missals referred to it as the Feast of the Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The festal texts of this period fo-
cused more upon the action of her conception rather than a theo-
logical question of her preservation from original sin. A missal
published in England in 1806 indicates the same set of prayers for
the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary was used for
this feast as well.
In 1854, Pius IX gave the statement Ineffabilis Deus : “The most
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her conception, by a
singular grace and privilege granted by almighty God, in view of
the merits of Jesus Christ, the savior of the human race, was pre-
served free from all stain of original sin.”
Eastern liturgical texts do not express the later-defined Roman
Catholic dogma of the Immaculate Conception. they do note De-
cember 9 as the Feast of the Conception by St. Anne of the Most
Holy Theotokos. They stress that Mary was, from her conception,
filled with every grace of the Holy Spirit, in view of her calling as
the Mother of God; they do not explicitly say she was conceived
without original sin as the understanding of this doctrine differs
from the Roman Catholic articulation. All prayers affirm that Mary
is “all-holy” and in eloquently poetic terms call her “completely
sinless”.
The Eastern feast is not exactly nine months before the feast of
the Nativity of the Theotokos (September 8) as it is in the West,
but a day later. This feast is not ranked among the Great Feasts
of the church year, but is a lesser-ranking feast (Polyeleos).
Historically it appears that belief in Mary’s immunity from sin in
her conception was prevalent among the Fathers, especially those
of the Greek Church. The rhetorical character, however, of many
of the passages prevents laying too much stress on them, and
interpreting them in a strictly literal sense. The Greek Fathers
never formally or explicitly discussed the question of the Immacu-
late Conception, about which an implicit reference may be found
in the angel’s greeting to Mary. The angel Gabriel said, “Hail, full
of grace, the Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28). The phrase “full of
grace” is a translation of the Greek word kecharitomene . It
therefore expresses a characteristic quality of Mary.
In answer to why the date (and name) differ, refer to a letter
from the Ukrainian Catholic hierarchy of the United states, dated
November 30, 2006:
To the Clergy, Sisters, and the Faithful of the Metropolitan Prov-
ince of Philadelphia for Ukrainians:
In accordance with the decree (1.4) of the Synod of Bishops of
the Ukrainian Catholic Church during the Synod of 1997
(September 14th-20th), the holy days of obligation were promul-
gated and the Feast of the Immaculate Conception was not in-
cluded as a day of obligation.
As the feast of the Conception of St. Ann is celebrated on Decem-
ber 9th in all of the Eastern Churches (Gregorian Calendar) and
specifically in the Ukrainian Church, we, the undersigned, promul-
gate that the Feast of the Conception of St. Ann is to be celebrat-
ed on December 9th in the United States of America. This will
enable our Church sui iuris to be of one accord in its celebration
of the Liturgical life of our Church.

This is to take effect immediately. Given on the Feast of St. An-

drew, 2006. +Stefan Soroka +Robert M. Moskal +Richard S.

Seminack +Paul Chomnycky, 0.S.B.M




M'aTb peyen, Npo AKi Hanbinblue
LWKOAYIOTb /AU Nepes CMepTIo
OpHa iHKa 6araTo pokiB mpautoBana y nikapHi
-xocmici. Ii o6oB'A30k 6yB MONErwMTH CTaH
nommparoumx nauieHtis. OTOX, BOHa NpoBOAM/IA
3 HUMM OCTaHHi AHi Ta rOAMHM TIXHBOrO XMUTTA. 3i
CBOIX CMOCTEpeXeHb BOHa CK/lajla CBOEPiAHMM
PENTMHI OCHOBHMX pevel, Npo AKi WKoAylTb
NoaM, Wo nigiMwaM 4o caMoro  Kpatw
®UTTA. OTXKe, 5 HaMnowupeHiwmx peyen, npo
AKi LWKOAYIOTb JII0AN Nepes 06M4YYAM CMepTi:

1. A WKoAayl, WO Yy MeHe He 6yJ1I0 CMiIMBOCTI, W06 XKXUTH
KUTTAM, NPaBUJIbHUM Came A1 MEeHe, a He XMUTTAM, SKoro
oyYiKyBasM Big MeHe iHLi.

Came npo uUe nomupatodi HaMbinblwe WKoayTb. Koam nwoau
YCBiZOMJIIOIOTb, L0 TXHE KMUTTA MaMKe 3aKiHYEHe, BOHW MOXKYTb
03UPHYTUCA Ha3ag i Nerko nobayumTtu, AKi ix Mpii 3aamwmnamnca He
peanizoBaHMMM. bBinbwictb flogend HaBpsA4 YU  Hamaraamcs
BMKOHATU HaBiTb MOMIOBUHY CBOTX MPil i MOBMHHI GY/IM NOMEPTH,
3HAKYM, WO Le Tpanuiocs JMLle BHACNILOK BMOOPY, SKMIM BOHM
3po6UAM UM He 3pobuan. [JlyKe Bax/MBO  CrpobyBaTu
peanisyBaTu MNpuHaMMHi JesKi 3 BaluMX OCHOBHMX 6axkaHb Ha
CBOEMY XMTTEBOMY WwAxy. Konn BM BTpavaeTe CBOE 370pOB'A
CTa€ BXe 3aHaATO Mi3HO WOCb PO6GWUTM. 340pPOB'A NMPUHOCUTL TY
cBo6OZYy, SKY Jasieko He BCi poO3yMiloTb, MOKM He BTpavaloTb
uoro.

2. MeHi WwKozaa, Wwo A Tak 6araTo npawtoBaB.

Lle nouyTTa 6y/10 Y KOXKHOro nawieHTa 4010Bi40i cTaTi, Mpo AKOro
A niknyBanacA. BoHn cymyBanm 3a CBO€E MOJIOAICTIO i 3a CBOIMM
CTOCYHKaMM. JlefKi KiHKM TaKoX BMCNOBJ/IOBaAM Xasib 3 LbOro
npuBoAy. Ane OCKiNbKKM 6iNblWicTb iX 6YI0 CTAapLIOro NMOKOiHHA,
BOHW, B OCHOBHOMY, He 3aMManMcCsA 3apo6/iAHHAM KOLWTIB Ans
cimi. Bci yonoBikM, 3 AKMMM S npauioBasa, rIMG0KO LKOAYBaIM
npo Te, WO BMTPATM/IM BEAMKY YaCTMHY CBOTO XWUTTA Ha
OAHOMaHITHY npaul Ana 3306yBaHHA 3aco6iB AnA iCHyBaHHSA.
CnpoLuyoum CBiM Crnoci6 KMUTTA, MOXKHA CKOPOTUTM BMMOTM LLOZO
Joxoais, fKi BM AymaeTe BaM NoTpi6Hi. CTBOpIOOYM 6Ginblue
NpoCTOpYy Y BaWoOMY XWTTi, BM CTaETe LWACAUBILLMMMK i
BiAKPUTILLMMM AN HOBUX MOK/IMBOCTEN.

3. MeHi wKoga, Wo y MeHe He 6yNI0 CMiIMBOCTi BMC/IOBUTH
CBOi NOYYTTA.

barato ntogen npuAaylyBaau CBOi NodvyTTA, 106 36eperty nesHi
B3aEMOBIAHOCMHM 3 iHWKMMMU. Y pe3ynbTaTi BOHM NOroxKyBaimca
Ha nocepegHe iCHyBaHHA i HIKONM He CTaBa/IM TaKUMM, AKMMM 6
BOHM XOTinn cebe 6a4mMTH. BMHMKHEHHA 6araTbox XBOpPO6 6Yy/0
nos'a3aHe i3 MO4YyTTAM ripKOTM i OOypeHHA. MW He MOoXemo
yNpaBAAaTM peakuisMM iHWMX. Xoya CcrnovaTky Joau MOXKYTb
pearyBaTh Ha 3MiHM, AKi BM BHOCMTE Y BiAHOCMHM, HeGarKaHWMM
ANA BaC YMHOM, MpoTe Yy KiHUEBOMY PpaxyHKy uUe nigHimae
BiAHOCMHM Ha HOBWM, 3[0pOBilIMIM piBeHb. HalKpalle TUM 4
iHWMM cnNocoboM yCyBaTW HE3A0POBi BiAHOCKMHM 3 BALLOIO XKMUTTS.

4. MeHi wKopaa, WO A He NiATPUMMYBaB CTOCYHKM 3i CBOIMM
APY3AMM.

YacTto ui Mo AifcHO HaBiTb He ycBigomloBa/iM BCiel KopucTi
NiATPMMKM KOHTAKTIB 3i CBOIMM CTapuMM ApY3AMM, MOKU A0 iX
CMepTi He 3a/MLWaNocA KinbKa TMXKHIB, i BXXe He 3aBXau byna
MOXJIMBiCTb X po3WyKati. barato XTO OMMHMBCA HACTiNbKK
3aHYpeHMM Yy CBOE BJlaCHE XMTTA, WO JA03BOAMIIM iX ApYX6i
6arato poKiB NpoxoAuTh MoB3 HWX. byno 6arato LWmporo Kano
npo Te, Wo iXHiM Apyx6i He 6yno MpUAINEHO CTiNIbKM yYacy i
3yCu/b, AKUX LA Apyxba 3acnyroByBasa. Bci cyMyloTb 3a cBOimM
APY3£IM, KONU NMOMMPAIOTb.

Byab-AKiM noauHi, KoTpa NpoBaaMTb aKTMBHMM CMOCI6 KMUTTS,
npuTamaHHe MPUMEHLIEHHA 3HAYeHHA [JpPYXHiX BifHOCMH. Ane
KO/MM BM CTOITE Ha MOpPO3i CMepTi, MaTepia/JibHi CTOPOHU XKUTTA
BTpa4alTb CBOE 3HAYEHHA. 3BMYAMHO, JIOAM XOYYTb, WO6 iXHi
diHaHCcoOBi cnpaBu 6yM B AKOMOra 6iibLUOMY MOpPSAAKY. Ane He
rpowi i He cTaTyc 36epiraloTb B KiHLUEBOMY PpaxyHKY CBOE
3HayeHHA. BOHM XO4yTb MpPMHECTM AKYCb KOPWUCTb TUM, KOro
No61ATb. ANle 3a3BMYal BOHWM BXKE 3aHAATO XBOpi i BTOMJEHI,
o6 AKOCb CNPaBUTMUCA 3 UMM 3aBAAHHAM.

5. MeHi WwKopaa, Wo A He J03BOJIMB CO6i 6YTH LACIMBILLMM.
Len Bug kano 6yB Hampouyz 3araibHum. barato nwogei go
KiHUA He PO3yMinn, Lo iXHE WacTa - ue cnpasa BWOOpY. BoHu
6yM nignopaakoBaHi 3BMYKAM i CPOPMOBAHMM YABJIEHHSM.
BoHn nepebyBasn y nNONIOHI «KOMGOPTY» 3BMYHOIO CMOCOBY
KUTTA. Yepes cTpax nepes 3miHaMM BOHM NPUKMAANUCA nepej
iHWKMKM i nepes caMMMKM COGOK B TOMY, LLO Oy 3aJ0BOJIEHI
CBOTM XMUTTAM.
XKutTa - ue BUGip. Lle Bawe KUTTA.
Bubupaite cBifoMO, BUBUpaATE MyApO, BUGHMpPaMTE YeCHO.
Bu6epitb xu1TTA i wWacta 3 borom.

Sanuwmaiime Cbawmernra ?

e Maiibke KOXXHY HeRino xomxy Ha Cnyx6y bBoxxy i
KO>XeH pa3 foBOAMUTbLCS MOMi4aTH, O KOJIN CBSILLEHNK
BHXOANTb 3 KaguJIOM OAHI XpPecTaTbCsl, a iHwWi Hi. SIk
poébutn B UpboMy Bunaagky npaBmusibHO?

3Baxkalunm Ha Balle 3anuTaHHHA, Hacamnepes Xody 3ragatu

cnosa cB. Bacunia Benukoro, sakuin nucae: “B uUepkBi Bce

6narosugHo i no 4umHy Mycutb 6yTn”. Tak camMo, KOIUM Mu
roBOpUMO MpO KajiHHSA B XpaMi, MAaEMO pO3yMiTu, WO BCe, L0

BiagbyBaeTbca nia 4yac borocnyxeHb, Ma€E CBOK CUMBOJIKY i

MeBHi NPUNUCKU WOAO0 BUKOHAHHS.

KagiHHS CBAWEHHMX TnMpeaMeTiB Ta iKOH O3Hayae Hawe

LWaHyBaHHA Bora Ta CBATUX, @ TakKOX PEBHi MPOXaHHSA A0 HUX

Mpo 3acTynmHMUTBO. SKLWO CAyXuTelb KaguTb Nojen, To ue

o3Havae nwbos i 6narocnoBeHHs boxe [0 Hac. Y ubomy

BUNAAKy Ha KaAiHHA MPUAHATO CXWMNATU TOJIOBY i XPUCTUTUCH

npu ubOMy He noTpibHO! MaeMo po3yMiTM, WO KaaiHHA

NPpUroToBAs€ Hac A0 MOJWTBM, HANaWTOBYE Ha NpPaBUIbHUN

MOJIMTOBHUIM HacTpiin. Tak caMo, SK AWM Kagwuna nigHOCUTbLCA

Bropy, TakK i Hawi MO/NTBU MigHOCATLCA A0 camoro bora.

Tox Hexal i cMMBON 3amaseHoro Kagwna 3 naxyyvMMm najaHow,

3aBXAW Haragye Ham npo notpeby BAacHOro AyXOBHOro pocTy,

po6nsiun Hawe AyXOoBHE XUTTS 6inbll NOBHUM Ta CBIAOMUM.

e Oruye ska pisHnys wmixx LapctBom He6ecHnM, npo
ycnagKyBaHHSI IKOro roeopns Xpucroc, i Paem, akuni
ycnagkyBaB po36iiiHUK?

MapHe nuTaHHSA. [aKyto 3a Hboro. Llapcteo boxe (abo HebecHe)

3HaxXoAuUTbCA Y Hac caMux. BoOHO cnagkyeTbcs We nig 4ac

HaLIOro 3eMHOro nepebyBaHHS Y XUTTi. BOHO CynpoBOAXYE i Yy

BiuHicTb. ToMmy LapctBo Boxe - ue ctaH ayuwi. Le uaptoBaHHSA

Bora, Voro npaBan M CBATOCTI y cepui i XuTTi nognHn. A Pan -

ue MmicuenepebyBaHHs y BiyHOCTi aywi, a noTiM Tina. Pan we

Ha3MBaeTbcd HoBuM EpycanumoMm, abo [OpHyM EpycanvMmom.

[eski ceaTi BigpisHsAoTe Panm  Big HosBoro €Epycanuma,

niakpecnwooum, wo € we JloHo ABpaama, JloHo Icaka, JIoHO

AAkoBa. BoHKW, HauebTo oOTOYylTb [OpPHYM EpycanmMm i B HUX

po3miwytoTbca noan Ctaporo 3anosiTy Ta Ti, WO He 3MornuM y

XUTTI CTaTW NpaBefHMKaMmn, ane y OCTaHHi XBUIMHU pO3KasaIncs

y rpixax. fIk TaM He €, ane ue BCe € Micuem, Ae nau

OTPUMYIOTb BiYHE BTilLEHHS.

e CkaxkiTb, 6yaAb n1acka, siIK NpaBuJIbHO TPUMAaTU PyYKH
nig 4Yac uyumtaHHs €EBaHrenis, Ta sK 4Yacro MOXXHa
cnoBigaTncs i npnyawjaTmncs.

Mepea unTaHHAM €EBaHrenis AuAKoH (CBALWEHMK) MPOMOBASE:

lpemyapictb,  npocTi,  BUC/yxahiMO  CBATOro  €BaHresis.

LlepkoBHO-CNoOB’siHCbKE €noBo "NpocTi" 03Havyae 6yTn Bia yCcboro

BMBiIbHEHUM. Byt "npOctum" o3Havae 6yt nosbaBneHuUM

YCbOro, Wo CTPMMYE, ounweHuM. "MpocTo" O3Ha4yae TaKoX i

no3y CTOSIHHSA - MpOCTy, 3i ChywWeHUMn [A0A0NY pyKaMu,

BUMPSAMIEHMM, ane He HanpyXeHuM.

e Ortye WO CHMMBOJI3YIOTb AOBri 3anasieHi CBi4YKHW, 3
fAkMMMn  nig Yac Jlityprii BUxognTb CBSILUEHUK i
6narocnosnsie MuUpssiH (Ha OAHOMY nNiACBIYHNUKY 2
CBiYKM, a Ha iHWOMy - 3; CBiYKM [O Bepxy HiIbu
nepeTuHaroTbCsl, 3’AHYIOTbCA)?

TakmMun cBiukamMu He 6narocnosnsie cesweHuk. Lle moxe pobutn

nuwe apxieper. Ha3mBawTbCAa BOHU AWKUPIA (ABOCBIYHKK) i

TPUKIpin (TPUCBIYHUK). TPUKUPIN—LE CUMBONIYHE ABIEHHS BipK

y [MpecBaty Tpinuw. [Oukupihi - CMMBONI3yE ABi npupoan

Cnacutens, moacbky i Boxy. IHogi apxiepen 6narocnosnse

nvwe AuKIipiEM 4Yn TiNbKW TPUKIpiEM, a B iHWWX BuUnNagkax

6narocnoense Hapoa oapasy i AUKIPIiEM, | TPUKIpIEM.

e Or4ye 4yM nOTpi6HO XJIONYMKY B piK, WO6 XxpeweHi
6atbKn  CTPUI/IM  BOJIOCCA 3 HYOTHPbOX CTOpPIH
(HaBxpecrT), i 36epirarun iioro? Mii 4onoBik ka>xe, WO
Tak BuMmarae LlepkBa i Ue XpUCTMSIHCbKa Tpagwuuis.
AJle 51 TaKoro He 4yyna.

Mpo Take s 4yyB, ane ue 6yB KHA3IBCbKMWA 3BU4YAN. Xon4uKa

CTPUINM Ha KOHSAUi, Bnepwe B 5 pokiB, 06pizatoum KiHUMKK

BOIOCCS nMo ropwuky. Lle 6yna nepwa yonosiya 3avicka. Pobus

il Aaabko- BuxoBaTenb. [0 XPUCTUSHCTBaA LEe HEMaE HissKoro

BiAHOLWIEHHA

o Ort4ye, nepebyBaroun B YKpaiHi 4ybOro poKy y LUepKBi
Ha Jlityprii nouyyna 3ayBa)>xeHHs Bifg ogHoOi 6a6byi, o
KOJIn XPEeCTULICS, TO Ha NnJiedi He MO)XXHa MaTu CyMKY.
Yu Tak ye?

B meHe HaBiTb daHTa3zii Ha Take 6 He Buctapyuno! OT Buraanusei

Hawi 6abui!

e ljo o3Ha4yae cnoBo "CaBaor" y Jlityprii?
Ll,e €Bpel7ICbKe CNnoBoO, WO 3HA4YnTb <<r0CI'IO,CI,b aHresbCbKuUX CUI».
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