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SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

APR. 29, 2018

Epistle - Acts 11:19-26 & 29-30; Gospel - Jn 4:5-42; Festal Tone

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman, April 29, 2018
9:00 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM Lit. + Helen & Steve Hutnick
r/by Daughter, Eleanor
Monday, April 30, 2018
No Liturgy Scheduled
Tuesday, May 1, 2018
7:30 AM - Lit. Sp. Int. Anna Lawrence, God’s Blessings
For Music School r/by ACS Faculty
Wednesday, May 2, 2018
7:30 AM - Lit. + Maria Horbatyuk
r/by Stefan & Alla Korostil
Thursday, May 3, 2018
7:30 AM - Lit. + Zenovey Slomushinsky (5 yrs.)
r/by Son and Family
Friday, May 4, 2018
8:45 AM - Lit. + Wasyl Chomut r/by ACS
Saturday, May 5, 2018
8:00 AM - Lit. + Michailo & Kateryna
r/by Vasyl & Hanna Kitchoula
5:00 PM - Lit. + Charles, John Stek r/by Ann Marie Stek
Sunday of the Man Born Blind, May 6, 2018
Epistle - Acts 16:16-34; Gospel - Jn 9:1-38
9:00 AM Lit. First Solemn Holy Communion
11:30 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

Women'’s Evening of Prayer

On Tuesday evening, May 8, 2018 at 6:30 p.m., the
ladies from St. Ann Society invite all ladies from our
parish to participate in a Moleben to the Blessed
Mother of God. The homilist at the Moleben will be
Rev. lhor Royik.

Trip to “Sight & Sound” Theater

St. Ann Society is sponsoring a trip to the Sight &
Sound Theater in Lancaster (Ronks), Pennsylvania, to
see the musical stage show, “Jesus”, on Saturday, June
16, 2018. The trip will include a stop at Rockvale outlet
shopping center and dinner at Plain & Fancy
Restaurant. The bus will depart from the church at
11:00 AM and return after the show. The cost is
$130.00 per person for bus, show ticket, and dinner. If
interested in going, please contact Ana Mascenik at
732-442-9363.

May Devotions
The month of May is devoted to our heavenly

Mother, Mary. A Moleben service will be offered on
Tuesdays in May, at 7:00 p.m. Come to church, join us
in honoring her, who God first honored, by choosing her
to be the Mother of His Son.

“Friends of the Festival” Donation
Patron of the Festival

$300.00 - William Glancey

$200.00 - Fr.lvan Turyk

Baptism Congratulations

Congratulations and Best Wishes are extended to
HANNAH ROSALIE BORIS and CHARLES BASIL BORIS IV,
twin daughter and son of Charles and Sara Lee Boris,
upon receiving the Holy Mysteries of Christian
Initiation: Baptism, Chrismation and Holy Eucharist.

Save the Date- Metropolitan Farewell!

On Sunday, June 10, at 3 pm, in the Ukrainian
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Philadelphia, clergy, religious and faithful will gather
together for a Moleben service in praise, gratitude and
thanksgiving to God for blessing the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia with The Most Reverend
Stefan Soroka, Archbishop-emeritus and his dedicated
years of service in the vineyard of the Lord. After the
prayer service, everyone is invited to enjoy a social and
reception in honor of Archbishop Stefan in the
Cathedral Social Hall.

The Samaritan Woman at the well is known to us
as St. Photini (Svitlana), Equal-to-the-Apostles. After
her life altering meeting with Jesus Christ and His
Death and Resurrection, she was baptized by the
apostles with the name Photini (meaning “enlightened
one”). She proceeded to evangelize many in Africa
before being brought before Nero in Rome and
receiving a crown of martyrdom along with her family.
Photini came to the well to fill her water pot to sustain
physical life but left with something much more, living
water that quenched her spiritual thirst. Jesus Christ’s
interaction with the Samaritan Woman is notable for
several reasons. It was considered inappropriate for
Jesus, as a teacher, as a male, and as a Jew, to engage
in conversation with such a person. Samaritans were
considered “half-breeds” or heretics, former Jews who
had apostatized from the true faith. Jesus Christ, being
the second Person of the Trinity, establishes that the
Kingdom of God encompasses all people proclaiming His
Word. Sometimes the unlikeliest people serve as His
most convincing witnesses. The Gospel account also
reveals to us how Jesus is able to see into the depths of
all hearts and know who truly long for Him and belong
to Him.

Kneeling and Looking at the Crucified Christ

The following is a true story told by the late
Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, who retired as Archbishop
of Paris in 2005, and died on August 5, 2007.

A retired priest sat enjoying the afternoon sun. He
looked up suddenly to see the newly-ordained bishop of
the diocese walking toward him. “Father, may I sit with
you a while?” The old priest was delighted, and
struggled to get up and welcome his distinguished
visitor.

“Father, I’d like to tell you a story. Some years
ago, a group of college students who had spent the
afternoon drinking were walking past a little church.
Confessions were being heard inside. One of them came
up with the idea to make a list of the worst things they
could think of and confess them. It would be a riot,
they thought, to see how the old priest reacts! But one
of the guys said, “Seeing it’s your idea, put up or shut
up. | bet you $20.00 you haven’t the guts to do it.””

“Well, the first guy took up the challenge. A list of
wild sins was drawn up and he went inside the
confessional. He came out a few minutes later waving a
piece of paper. ‘Pay me!’ he said. ‘Here’s proof that
I’ve been to confession.’” His friends asked what the
paper was. “It’s my penance.” “Didn’t the priest say
anything?” “Nothing, he just gave me the paper.”
“Well, have you done your penance?” “Don’t be silly.
I’'m not going to do any penance.” “Oh, no, we don’t
pay off until you do the penance. It’s not confession
until the penance has been done.”

So he went into the church and read the note:
Kneel before the crucifix at the altar and repeat 10
times - ‘All this you did for me and | don’t give a
damn.’

No problem, the guy thought, and knelt before the
altar. But he couldn’t do it. He saw the nailed hands
and the infinite sadness in the eyes of the crucified
Christ. A half hour later, his friends wondered what had
happened to him and went inside. They found him
crying like a baby at the foot of the sanctuary.

The bishop then told the old priest: “I wanted to
tell you that story because | was that young college
student and you were the priest. Thank you.”

Beloved, we often have the opportunity to be the
“voice of God’s Son” that can bring life to someone
who is dying to sin, fear or isolation. But, do we allow
ourselves to be his voice, or do we simply say nothing?
Consider taking some time this week to really look at
the crucified Jesus on the cross and repeat 10 times,
“All this you did for me ...” and see where it takes you.




MapadianbHMM BicHUK
OroJ/IOWWEHHA, NMoA4ll, HOBUHU

Papictb BockpeciHHs

B Tpagwuii Hawoi LiepkBu KnsikaHHS CMMBOISI3YE MOKYTY Ta MOKasHHS.
Tomy-To B 4aci nocty mu 6arato kngkanm Ta 6Gunm noknoHn. BenuvkaeHb —
Le vac pagocTi 3 Bockpecnum lcycom, Tomy Cesita LiepkBa HaB4ae Hac He
KngkaTu y gHi Big BockpeciHHa o 3icnanHa Ceatoro Oyxa.

Beuip Monuteu gns XiHok

Y BiBTopok 8 TpaBHs, 2018 o 7- roamHi Beyopa, Cectpuureo CsaToi
AHHM 3anpoluye ycix XiHOK Hawoi napadii B3aTh yyacTb y MonebHi oo
MpeceaToi Boropoauui. Micna Mone6bHsa, o.lrop Poik Buronocutb
nponosigb Ha Temy "lNpecesata boropoguus - MNpuknag ana Hac" . Yci
3anpoLleHi Ha MONWUTBY i MepeKycky nicns Bianpasu y 3ani nig LepKBoLo.

AEHb MATEPI

Y Heginto 13 TpaeHsa 2018 Ha JliTyprii M1 GyaemMo noMuHaTh yCix Hawmx
XMBMX | nomepnux martepiB. Akwo Bu xoyeTe wob o.lBaH monunucs 3a
BaLIMX MaTepiB, TO Y NPUTBOPI A0 LIEPKBM Ha CTONi nexaTb 6ini koHBepTw.
BisbMmiTb Len KOHBEPT i Ha HbOMY, abo Ha NMMUCTKY Nanepy HanuwiTb iMA
mMaTepi-maTepiB i KWHbTe KOHBEPT y Kowwuk nigdac Jlityprii abo ocobucto
hante koHBepT o. IBaHy. ligyac HeginbHoi NiTyprii, 3a matepiB Gyae
OpaTuca ekTeHis 3a iXHe 300poB'A  a 3a nomepnux marepis, 6yae
BianpaBneHa [MaHaxmga y kiHui JliTyprii. Cnucok maTepiB i )xepTBOAABLIB,
Oyae onybnikoBaHun B GloneTeHi. He 3abyabTe 3ragaTtn csoto mamy 60
6e3 Hei He Byno 6 Bac.

NEPWUE TOPXECTBEHHE CBATE MNMPUYACTA - Binbymetbcs y
HacTynHy Heginto 6-ro TpasHs, o rog. 9:00 paHo (gBo-moBHa Cnyx6a).

Yomy B Katonuubkii LlepkBi Boropoauui
npucBsiYeHnn Micaub TpaBeHb?

TpaBHeBe HaboOXeHCTBO B YKpaiHi 3anpoBaguvinM MOHaxwm-
kapmenitn 150 pokiB ToMmy. Bigtak B uinomy kpatwo B [peko-
KaTonuubkin LlepkBi noHaa niBTopa CTOpiyys BignNpaBnsieTbCs
YPOUUCTICTb, NpucesyveHa Lapuui mas.

Y TpaBHi HecemMo gap ntoboBi HaWOro cepus i Hawoi Aywi Ao
Mpeunctoi Aisn Mapii. B ubomy wMicaui 6ins xpectiB i Kanan4yok
MaTepi BoxoOi Konucb rypTtyBanucs Aitvw, MonoAdb, crtapui, wob
€OVHMM cepueM i yctamn npocnasnatm lNpeuncty [Aisy Mapio. B
KOXHIM  KaToNMubKin  poauHi nepen obpasom Matepi  Boxoi
3ara’sioBanu CBiUYKy, CTaBUIN KBITU i MOJTMNNCA.

Mn He M™MoxeMmo 3aHegbaTM TaKy MpeKpacHy Tpaauuito

nowaHn Matepi boxoi B Amepuui. Lle HaboxeHCcTBO Ma€e rnmnboke
KOpiHHSA. HaBiTb ToAi, konu Hapoa 6yB ayxe yboruii, 6ina npecrony
MaTepi boxoi agiByata pobunu 3 nanepy KBiTU-Minel i KOXHOI MaiBKn
TpuManu Ti ninei i cnisanu, npocnasnanu Mpeuncty [Adisy Mapito.
KynbT Matepi Boxoi, Llapuui masa, 6y Ayxe NOWMPEHU y HawoMy
Hapogi, ue 6yB oAWH i3 HaNynbMEHIWNX KynbTiB, KU 3aBXAW
36umpas gyxe 6arato ngen.
Jopori y XpucTi, po3noyaBcsa Micsub Mapii, i KOXHa XpUCTUAHCbKA
poAMHa 3 Hawoi napadii NoBMHHA LWOAEHHO 6paTM y4acTb Yy
TpaBHEBOMY HaboXXeHCTBI A0 cBO€i HebecHoi HeHbkK — MaiBU;.

SAKWo He BUXOAWTb BaM npuiitu y BiBTOpok 0 7-roa

BeYopa A0 HaWoi LEepPKBU Ha MonebeHb po [MMpecBsAToi
Boropoamui, T0O MM NOBWHHI MoOAMTUCA BAOMa MosebeH,

BEPBULI YM iHWI MONUTBM Ta HaboxxeHcTBa Ao lNMpeuncToi.

Len w™Micaub € pgns Toro, wobm Mu npocnasBmnam Hawy
Hangopoxdy MarTip, Ty, fKa nobuUTb KOXHOrO 3 Hac i Ty, sfka €
OOCTOMHOIO HaLOi Npocnasu.

Ypouucta MaiBka, £Ky BIiANPaBASEMO LAWK  Micaub Yy
BiBTopok - ue 6naraHHa Haworo cepus i aywi: “O Mapia Matu
Boxa, mMonucs 3a Hamu”. MaTepi MOXyTb NPOCUTM MPOLLEHHS 3a Te,
Wo BOHWM 3aHeabanwn y BMXOBaHHI CBOiX AiTel, 3a Te, WO ONyCTUMU
yepes CBOK MOJIOAICTb, HEBTOPOMHICTb, 6pak po3CyanuBOCTI, a,
MOXe, TOMY, WO caMi He 6ynu Ha pobpih Aopo3i, caMi we He 3Hanwn i
He 6ynu yTBepAXeHi y Bipi i CBOIM AiTSM UM BHYKaM He ganu gobporo
dyHaameHTy nobosi go bora i Lepksw.

Mpocimo y Mapii 3actynHuurtea i onikn: "O Mapis Matu
boxa, monucs 3a Hamn! Monucsi, Mapie, 3a moro poanHy! Monucs,
Mapie, 3a moix 6atbkiB! Monucs, Mapie, 3a MOix XBOpuX, HEMIYHUX,
Tepnasunx! Matu boxa, TBOiYi MaTepuHCbKIN oniyi nopy4aEMo BCi
Halui TepniHHS, BCi Hawi BurnpobyBaHHS, BCi Hali XpecTtu, BCi HaLli
HeBgauyi, Tob6i nopydyaemMo i npocmnmo, wobu tm, Sk gobpa i nwbasya
Matu, npoBagwia Hac AOPOrow XUTTS
TyT, Ha 3emsi, wobu Koimcb mu 3 Toboro
Mornv paaitm Tam, B Heb6ecHir
BbatbkiBLnHI" .

/MW the gifs... One in the Lord

YKkpaiHcbkun dectuBanb

LboropiyHmi  woctuit  YkpaiHcbkui  dectmBasb
Biabyaetbca y Cy6oty, 23 YepBHa 2018 poky 3 12
rog. AHa Jo 9 roa Bedopa i 6yge mpoxoauTu Ha
LWKiMbHIM naowi i y WKinbHoMy 3ani. Bcl 6axatoui Ha
decTuBani 3MOXyTb NpMAGATH BULLMBAHKM, KEPAMiYHi
BUPOOM, BMMUTM AKICHOrO YKPAiHCbKOro nNuBa,
MnosiacyBaTh YKpPaTHCbKMMM CTpaBam, a TaKOXK Y3ATH
yyactb y siotepei 50/50. KoxeH 3Halde wWocb Ans
Aywi. KoHuepTHa nporpama dectmBasiio BKAOYaTUME
BUCTYN TaHUOBA/IbHUX KONEKTUBIB 0 2 i 4-roj AHA.
Ycix  yyacHuKiB  DeCcTMBaN0 _ MBOW  MY3MKOKO
3a6aBNIATUME My3W4HMI TYpPT 3 5 A0 9 roa Beuvopa.
Bxia Ha ®ecTuBanb € BinbHMM! 3anpolwyemo ycix
BiABiAaTH decTmBanb. MM YEKAaEMO Ha BCiX.

Haw ®ectmBanbHuii KomiTeT 3BepTaeTbca Ao ycix
napadifaH, a TakoX A0 BawMx Apy3iB i pigHMX 3a
AOMOMOrO0 Ta (hiHAaHCOBO MiIATPUMKOH.

Y aKui cnoci6 BU MoXkeTe A0MNOMOrTyH:

1. MPOPEK/AMYUTE  BALL
BI3HEC:

Akwo BM abo X Bawi Apy3i €
B/JIACHMKOM Gi3Hecy, MM
3BEpPTAaEMOCA A0 Bac, W06 BM
pO3rNAHYTH nponosuuito

PO3MICTUTM peKiamy 6isHecy y
KHMXKUI PecTrBano. MuHynoro
POKY KHMXKa i3 peKsamolo 6y/1a nowmpeHa BeMKUM
TMPaXXeM MiX yciMa y4acHMKamn decTuBantio.
Mam'aTHa decTMBasibHa KHMXKKA i3 Ballol OCOBMCTO
peKsamMoto abo peKsiamolo Baworo 6isHecynpuBepHe
yBary 6araTboX MOTEHLiMHMX KNIEHTIB AKi y Be/MKiM
Ki/IbKOCTi 6yAyTb NPUCYTHi Ha decTmBani.

LliHa PeknamMm1 y KHMKLi € HAaCTYyMHOIO:

e T[loBHa cTOPiHKA AD ......cevnvennenn.. $ 200,00
e MiBcTOpiHKM AD .................. $ 100,00
e QUARTER PAGE AD .......... $50,00

KpaiHii TepmiH nogauyi peknamn € Hepina, 27
TpasHa 2018. byap /1acka, BULWITL Bally peK/iamy:
festivalbook@comcast. net a6o paunte o. |BaHy pasom
i3 onnatot. AKLWO BM BMNMCYETE YeK TO BUMUCYMTE
moro Ha: Assumption Catholic Church.

2. CTAHbTE CMNOHCOPOM-XEPTBOABLIEM:

KoMmitTeT dectMBanid TaKOX MpOCUTb HalUMX
napadisaH ctatu  CnoHcopammn - “APY3I
OECTUBAJIIO” nokepTBYBaBLUM CYMY fAKY BM MOXKETE
C06i NO3BONTHU:

e $100 - NnatmHoBa MoxepTBa,
$ 75 - [liamaHToBa lMoxepTBa,
$ 50 - 3on0T1a MNoxepTBa,

$ 25 - Cpi6Ha MNoxepTBa,

$ 10 - YKepTBOAaBL.

Binblwe Hix $ 100 - MeueHaTH

AKWO BM Xxo4yeTe cTaTM CMNOHCOPOM
“APY3l OECTUBANO”, TO BUWAITD
CBOIO  MOXepPTBY Ha  LEPKOBHY
ajgpecy, Aaute ii 0CO6GMCTO 0. lBaHy &,
a60 X KMHbTE MOXEPTBY Y KOHBEPTI
Yy KOWMK nigyac HeainbHoi 36ipKu, —
BKasaBWM WO Le € Ha decTrBab.

MM npocrMMo Bac 3pobMTH MOXKEPTBY g
Ao Hep,im' 27 TpaBHAa, 2018 i Toai
Bawe im’a i noxeptBa 6yayTb
nomiuleHi y ®ectuanbHin KHUKL].

MoxeptBu nicna 27 TpasHaA, 2018 6yayTb Takox
npuuMaTmUCA ane BOHMU 6y,u,mb 3anucaHl _TifbKK Yy
LLepKOBHOMY BIiCHMKY aJie He Yy heCTMBaNbHIM KHMKLI.

LLnMpo cnoaiBaemocs Ha Bawy nojanbLly ¢iHaHcoBy
maTpumky i gonomory. 0O6’€aHaMMOCb  TYpPTOM
HaBKOJ10 HaLLOro YKpaiHCbKOro gecTmaario.

3 noBarow y Xpucri,
0. IeaH Typuk - Mapox )
PoHanbg MaceHnk—lonosa ®ectnBanbHoro Komitety
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Parish Festival

Dear Parishioners, our 6th Annual Ukrainian Cultural
Festival is quickly approaching and we need every-
one’s help to make it a success. Once again, we are
having the festival on Saturday, June 23, 2018
from 12 noon to 9:00 p.m. on our parish grounds.
With free admittance the festival will feature dazzling
performances of Ukrainian dancers at 2:00 p.m. and
at 4:00 p.m. in the school hall showcasing traditional
Ukrainian dances. The live music band will play out-
doors from 5-9 p.m.

As you know, the Festival affords us all the ideal
opportunity to first and foremost express in concrete terms our
love for God'’s Holy church and the advancement of His Kingdom
here on earth.

In addition it affords us all the ideal opportunity to
demonstrate our beautiful and meaningful Ukrainian culture and
heritage.

Festivals are supposed to be “festive”. That is, full of festivities,
full of enjoyment, good food, dancing and entertainment. Indeed,
this is what we can expect at our Festival - a delicious homemade
Ukrainian food, Ukrainian beer, delicious desserts, vendors, a
church tour and a Beautiful Baskets raffle and 50/50 Cash Raffle.
All proceeds from this annual event support the operation of our
parish.

We would also most sincerely appreciate your support in the form
of sponsorship by becoming "FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL".

The sponsors donations are vital to the festival’'s success
and last year many parishioners contributed greatly to its suc-
cess. Thank you. As a thank you for your generosity, your family
or business receives public acknowledgement in all of our promo-
tions and your name will be displayed in the color Festival
Booklet according to the category of sponsorship that you choose.

Please pick one that applies to your ability:

Donation of over $100 - Patrons of the Festival

Donation of $100 - Platinum

Donation of $75 - Diamond

Donation of $50 - Gold

Donation of $25 - Silver

Boosters will be - $10 each
“"Friends of the Festival” are recognized within the Festival Booklet
for their support if the donation is received by Sunday, May 27,
2018.
Donations will still be accepted after May 27, 2018 and will be
listed in the church bulletin but not in the Festival Booklet.

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY V|
Become a Business Sponsor of Our Festival.

We are reaching out to you to consider being a 2018
SPONSOR for the Festival in the form of advertisement from
your business. A commemorative color Festival Booklet of
sponsors’ ads will be made and distributed to all who attend
this event. We are confident that your color business ad in the
Festival Booklet will be seen by at least two thousand people
attending the parish festival. This opportunity translates to
valuable exposure for your business as the community comes
in great numbers to celebrate our rich culture and heritage.

Advertisement prices for the Festival Booklet are as follows:

FULL PAGE AD................... $200.00
HALF PAGE AD.................. $100.00
QUARTER PAGE AD.......... $50.00
Advertising space is limited and has Mjoro'luogflm

Pick me!

sold out the past five years!
The deadline for submissions is Sun-
day, May 27, 2018.

Send your ad form and payment to:
Assumption Catholic Church, 684 Alta
Vista Place, Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

e Make all checks payable to Assumption Catholic Church.

e Please email your advertising to:
festivalbook@comcast.net

If you have questions or need additional information, please
don't hesitate to contact us at 732-826-0767.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Rev. Ivan Turyk, Pastor
Mr. Ronald J. Mascenik, Festival Chairperson

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

SPIRITUALITY

How my son’s wedding showed me that ‘one, holy,
catholic and aposto Clﬁ’ pet:'fectly describes the
urch.

Every Sunday, we profess our belief in a Church that
is “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.” These four terms,
known as the “marks of the Church,” reflect the essence of
what She is. But when you witness those words coming to life
P’ght before your own eyes, it is an experience you will never
orget.

My oldest son recently got married. | freely admit, |
had my doubts about his wedding, due to a former relation-
ship my son had been in (that was later declared null). But |
had forgotten something — | had forgotten how the Holy Spir-
it, and not me, is in charge of building up His holy Church.

When | arrived to Holy Name of Jesus Church, | was
finally able to meet Fr. George, the pastor, for the first time.
Fr. George is from Kenya, as was about a third of the gather-
ing congregation — because the bride, my future daughter-in-
law Philomena, is Fr. George’s sister!

The church was filling up, and the only people | knew

were those in my immediate family. Behind us, occupying the
next two pews, were elderly nuns, Benedictine Sisters who
lived in the monastery of St. Leo University about 40 miles
north. The bride had lived with the Benedictines while she
was studying for her degree. (She had just received her Mas-
ter’s Degree in Education.)
The rest were parishioners of Holy Name parish, friends of
Father George. It suddenly dawned on me that there was a
common denominator among all of us. Regardless of skin color
and cultural experiences, we were all catholic, and would be
attending Mass together as one congregation. Superficial dif-
ferences were clearly irrelevant.

Father George had made arrangements for his par-
ents to fly in from Kenya. In their late 70s, they had never
left their homeland. Their presence at the wedding was to be
a surprise for his sister who had not seen them in three years
while she was in school. And surprised she was.

Father George walked into the sanctuary accompa-
nied by Father Daniel, a Mercedarian priest who is stationed
at my own home parish of Sacred Heart. Father Daniel had
taken my son and Philomena through their marriage prepara-
tions and would concelebrate the Mass with Father George.
Read more: Saints Timothy and Maura, newlyweds martyred
together
Everyone stood as the bride, with her mom and dad at her
sides, began to walk down the aisle. The Kenyan wedding
dress that Philomena wore was something | could not have
imagined. It was absolutely beautiful with its vibrant colors
and a headpiece that looked like a crown.

The couple exchanged vows, and the intensity between them
was pronounced. | believe everyone could feel that they
meant every word they said to each other.

During the Mass, the diverse congregation sat, stood, and
knelt in unison. The Sign of the Cross was made by all. Even if
many of us did not speak the same language, our catholic
faith united us all.

The wedding reception was attended be/ Americans and
Kenyans. We prayed together, ate together, laughed together
and danced together. They served Kenyan food alongside
chicken parmigiana and pasta. Much of the music was Kenyan,
while some songs were my version of “standard” pop and con-
temporary. The fact was, it was a wonderful wedding recep-
tion. Our differences, far from dividing us, immensely en-
riched us.

The significance of this marital union and the joining of
such diverse families did not fully impact me until the next
morning. And once again it was the Mass that framed the mo-
ment.

The following day was the anniversary of my mom’s death.
She died 57 years ago, and the 8 a.m. Mass was being offered
for her. | am habitually an usher at that Mass, and since | did
not expect anyone from my family to be there, | was planning
to get someone to assist me in bringing up the gifts.

At 7:00 a.m., | received a text message from my son.
He and his new wife had decided to attend that Mass. They
did not know it was for his grandma, a woman he had never
even seen. The tears welled up as | watched my son walk
with his bride down the aisle with the gifts to be offered at
his grandma’s anniversary Mass. The message for me was
clear: “Everything is okay, Larry. Congratulations.”

Being Catholic is truly a beautiful thing. But for hu-
man pride, the Church could unite the entire world.

From www. aleteia.org
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