Fr. Ivan’s Christmas List

As we quickly approach the Birth of our Lord,
God and Savior Jesus Christ, | have been
asked by some what | might like for Christ-
mas. It is easy to get distracted from the
spiritual preparation of our Lord’s birth since
we put so much effort on purchasing gifts,
decorating our homes, and setting the menu
for our Christmas feast.

Traditionally, youngsters prepare a
list of the gifts that they would like to receive under
the tree on Christmas morning. Always wanting to be
“young at heart”, | thought | would answer the ques-
tion about what | would like for Christmas by sharing
my “Christmas List” with you!

In a moment of thinking about this holy season |
ﬁompiled the following list of Christmas hopes that |
ave:

e 1. Parishioners who will strive to attend Church
every Sunday, arriving at the start of the Divine
Liturgy and not in the middle or at the end!

e 2. An understanding among our parishioners that
we as Christians have an obligation to actively
articipate in the sacramental life of the Church.

his means a frequent participation in the Sacra-
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The Twelve Days of Christmas are probably the most misunder-

stood part of the Ecclesiastical Year among Christians who are not part of
liturgical church traditions. Contrary to much popular belief, these are not
the twelve days before Christmas, but refer to the twelve days from Christ-
mas until the beginning of Epiphany (January 6th; the 12 days count from
December 25th until January 5th).

The popular song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is usually seen

as simply a nonsense song for children. However, some have suggested
that it is a song of Christian instruction dating to the 16th century religious
wars in England, with hidden references to the basic teachings of the Faith.
They contend that it was a mnemonic device to teach the catechism to
youngsters. The "true love" mentioned in the song is not an earthly suitor,
but refers to God Himself. The "me" who receives the presents refers to
every baptized person who is part of the Christian Faith. Each of the "days"
represents some aspect of the Christian Faith that was important for chil-
dren to learn.

land were not allowed to practice their faith openly.
Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism
song for young members of the church. Each element in
the carol has a code word for a religious reality which the
children could remember:

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in Eng-

12 Days of
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ment of Holy Communion, and at least once a 1. The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ, the
year, in the Sacrament of Hbly Confession. Son of God. In the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother
e 3 T;Je realization that the Parish Church is a holy partridge which feigns injury to decoy predators from her helpless nest-
cbmmunity and not merely a social organization. lings, much in memory of the expression of Christ's sadness over the
That Her mission is the propagation of the Gospel fate of Jerusalem: "Jel_'usalem! Jerusalem! How o_ften would | have shel-
message of Salvation. tered you under my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but you would not
e 4. A sincere conviction by all to be responsible have it so...
stewards of the Faith. That through honest and| |2. Two turtle doves were the Old & New Testament.
sincere Stewardship of our Time, Talents and| |3. Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love.
Treasure we not just offer minimum support to our| |4. Four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
parish, but complete dedication and sacrifice. John.
e 5. The ability to inspire the parishioners of this| |5. Five golden rings recalled the Torah -- the first five books of the Old
Parish to live to their fullest extent the Christian Testament.
v;\r/ gﬁ'ss soj; nlg\é%o Lg)rcée;l(grt]andmg, compassion, for-| |g  Six geese-a-laying stood for the six days of creation.
g ’ p ) 7. Seven swans-a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy
e 7. The strength and the courage to preach the Holy Spirit.
ggfﬁg[licoj;_-cﬁ%'igigﬁguf@%é%ﬁg%?sgg of our precious 8. Eight maids-a-milking were the eight Beatitudes.
8. The humilit d the h ¢ .t . 9. Nine ladies dancing? These were the nine truths of the Holy Spirit
¢ t&kese acul?r;'(,)\ivlye;ne ” e ﬂg?[iz ytoo gseke }7;3; r}gi: (Galations 5:22-23). (Love, Joy, Peace, Longsuffering, Kindness, Good-
iveness from Gocgi and from others whom | ma ness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control.)
have offended and toaccep the constuctive i | |10- Ten lorde-sleaping wer ho Ten Commandmonts,
' 12. The “twelve drummers drumming” were the twelve points of belief ex-

pressed in the Apostles’ Creed: belief in God the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit, that Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary, made
man, crucified, died and arose on the third day, that he sits at the right
hand of the father and will come again, the resurrection of the dead and
life everlasting.

*** Tt Was a Beautiful Confession. ***

On Saturday, we went to confession. Mine was a pretty standard operation: "Bless me, father, for I have sinned. It has been
two months since my last confession. I did that thing I always do, and that other thing I always do. I also did that other thing I al-
ways do, except more so than usual. And I stopped doing that thing I usually do, but then I started again. And I was mean on the

internet. For these and all my sins, I am truly sorry."

And the priest said what this particular priest always says: "Thank you for that beautiful confession." He says this when I have a
long and sordid list, or a short and sordid list, or when he can barely understand me because my nose is running from the sordidness
of it all. The point is, I am not aware of ever having made a confession that any normal human being would consider "beautiful."

But the confessional is not a normal place. It's the one place that no one would ever go for normal, worldly reasons. No penitent
goes to confession to get ahead in life, or to make money, or to get a full belly, or to impress anyone; and no priest goes to confes-
sion to be amused or entertained. It's where we go to unload our miseries, to show our wounds and our infections, to take off the

disguises that make us appear palatable to each other.
So, not beautiful. No, not especially.

Or is it? If the ugliness, the squalor, the sordidness, and the running nose were all that happened inside a confession- LN

al, then it really would be an ugly place -- just a latrine, a ditch, a sewer. But of course, the part where we lay out our

sins is only the first part.

What happens afterward is more obviously beautiful. The priest reaches out and picks up the ugly little load
you've laid in front of him. And right then and there, he pours the living water over it until the parts that are worth
saving are healthy and whole again, and the parts that cannot be salvaged have been washed away entirely. What is

useless is gone; what was dead is alive again.
This is beautiful!
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And the beauty of absolution does one of those neat Catholic tricks where eternal things reach back in time and ‘
impart beauty wherever they want, regardless of chronology. The beauty of absolution makes the confession itself
beautiful. Even though my sins are ugly, the very fact that I'm bringing them into the confessional has something beautiful in it: the
beauty of trust that I will be forgiven; the beauty of believing that something real and life-changing will happen; the beauty of being
willing to accept forgiveness even though I know that I don't deserve it; and the beauty of knowing that, whoever's turn it is to sit
behind the screen, it is really Christ who is waiting to meet me.
If that isn't beautiful, then nothing is.

The cross that redeems us and brings us peace and pardon has a long shadow, and it stretches backward in time, covering

us not only at the moment of absolution, but drawing us into its beautiful shelter of mercy from the very moment we decide, "This
can't go on. I gotta get to confession for real this weekend."

So, all right, Father, my confession was beautiful! It's beautiful that you are willing to spend your weekends behind that screen,
helping us turn our garbage into a garden. You were right. It was a beautiful confession. Article reprinted — www.ncregister.com




CHRISTMAS éCHEDULE%%

Posxnad Bozocnyxncenv Ha Pizdesini Cessma.

e Heaiad, 24 rpyaHs 2017 - HaBedips PisaBa
9:00 paHo CAyx6a boxa (ykp.)
11:30 paHo Cayxba boxxa (aHr.)

4:00 no noA. Cayx6a boxa (aAg aAiten)
10:30 Be4. Beauke lMNoevips
11:00 Bey. Cayxba boxa (aHr.)

e [loHeairOK, 25 rpyaHs 2017 - PisaBo XpucTtoBe
9:00 paHo CAyx6a boxa (ykp.)
11:30 paHo CAyx6a boxa (aHr.)

Heaias 7 civyHa 2018
PizaBo Nocnaaa Haworo Icyca XpucTta
3a lOAiaHCbKMM ( CTAPKUM) KOAEHAAPEM)
9:00 paHo Cayx6a boxa (ykp.)

BITAEMO BCIX MAPA®IAH TA FOCTEM!

PizgBsaHa CnoBigb

HacTtynHoi cy6oTtu i Hegini, 23-34 MpyaHa nepepg i nig Yac ABOX
Cnyx6 Boxmx moxHa 6yae nitm go cnosigi o o.Tapaca 3
KaHagn. bygob nacka, ckopucTamTecss L€l Harogok, Lwob
nigrotysatu cebe go lNpasHuka Pizaea.

KOHBEPTKW i LLEPKOBHI KANEHOAPI HA 2018 PIK

MapacisinbHi KOHBEPTU € FOTOBI i MOXWUTE iX COBI B3SITU BXE
cborogHi nicna JliTyprin y uepkoBHomy 3ani. [lpocumo, konu
OyneTte OpaTu CBOi KOHBEPTW, CRigKyWTe yBaxkHO, W06 B3ATH
npaBinbHy KOpoOKy koHBepTiB. XTo O6axae CTATU HALWUM
MAPA®IAHNHOM i oTpumaTn KOHBEPTU 3apeecTpyBaBLUMCH Y
napacii npowy 3sepHyTMca Ao o. lsaHa. PEECTPALINHY
®OPMY CKHHBOrO KOMbOPYy MOXHa Y3ATW Ha CTONMKy 6ins
KOHBepTIB abo X Yy NpUTBOPI - BECTMOIONI HALLOT LIepKBM.

NMPOC®OPA - CBatun Beuip.

Y Hawin napadii y Cyboty 6 Ciyna 2018 poky mu 6yaemo
maTu PizgBsHy Npocdopy - CeaTy Bedvepto y 7-rog Bedopa

y Koni Hawoi napacisnbHoi cimi. Liboro poky Bevepto ans

Hac npuroToBnsTb 4omnoBikv i3 bpatcTtBa. Beuepsi Gyge
GEe3KOLWTOBHOK ANg YCiX Hawwux napadisH, ane XTo MOXeTe
NPOCUMO 3MOXWUTK NPKU BXOAi XepTBY y Kowwmk. Takox oo Hegini
31 NpyaHA BY NOBUHHI 3anuncatuncs y opmi sika €
Ha CTONWKY Npuv BXoAi 4O LEepKBu Ans Toro wob
MU MO 3HaTU CKiNbKW DXi MPUroTOBUTM.

ik

Mpocdopa ansa Ce. Beuepi.
Lliei  Hemini nicna Jlityprii moxeTe pgictatn
ocBsAYeHnid xni6 (npocdopa) Ana ceaToi Bedepi. Mu askyemo
cecTpi NocadpaTi 3a Te wo cnekna xni6. Yci kowTK 3 npogaxy
npocdop nigyTe HALWMM CecTpam MOHaXUHSM.

Moisaka no Ceartoi 3emni 2018
CeppeyHo 3anpolwyemo npuegHatuca oo Llepksm Cs. Mukonas B

Maccenky, wTtat Heto-[xepci, 4O AYXOBHOro MOAOMHULTBA, SKe
MOXe TpanuTUCS NuLie OAMH pa3 Yy NpoaoBX XuTTa. Vayum
cnigamn Haworo Cnacutena Icyca Xpucta, mu Bygemo matum
YHiKanbHy MOXNMBICTb BiANPaBNATU GOrOCNy>XEHHS B HalloMy
obpagi i 36aratutn cebe ayxosHo. Moi3gka Biabygetbca 3 14 no
23 xoBTHA 2018 p. [Ons iHdopmadii, 3Beptanteca o An-
nette@select-intl.com, TenedoHom 1-800-842-4842, 973-471-
9727 abo Ha Facebook, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Passaic.

OeHb Ceatoro Mukonas

OeHb CB. Mukonaa 6yB Hap3BuyanmHum y Hawin napadii! Mo
3akiHyeHHi borocnyxiHHs y xpami BiobyBCa CBATKOBWUIA KOHLIEPT, B
SAKOMY B3§IMM y4acTb AiTM Haworo xpamy. barato ypoumncTux
BipLUIB i NiCEHb NpONyHanu 3 QUTAYMX YCT Y el CBATKOBUI OEHb.
CBATO Nponwno B Aayxe Tennin atmocdepi, Wmpi guTadi ronocu
He 3anuwunu 6angyxummu cepus npuxoxaH. byno npuemHo
amButnuce Ak 96 pitenm oTpumany 6e3KOLWTOBHI MOgAPYHKM.
[akyemo BCiM BiggaHum napadisitHam SKi XXepTBYHOTb CBill Yac i
TanaHtM wWwob npuroToBNATM Taki CcBATKyBaHHA. Ocobnueo
O9KYyEMO  4YomnoBidoMy napadisnbHomy 6pauTBy ske cTano
CNoHcopoM cBsiTa a Takok Oni JluteuH i IpuHi Bopca 3a Te wo
NpuroTyBanu YyaoBuUiA KOHLEPT.

MutaHHa oo CealleHuKa

e XtO0 BCTaHOBJIIOE AdeHb Hawoi cMmeprTi?
YUn cnpaBeasnBo, WO AEXTO MOXKe >XUTHU A[OBro, a
AexTo — Hi?

XTO BCTAHOBJIIOE AeHb Hawoi cMepTi? Y CBoOiX 3agyMmax bor

3HAE, KOMY SIKMIN TepMiH BCTaHoBNeHnn. OgHaK noan MOXyTb

BKOPOTMUTW CBOi AHI 3@ BNAacHOK iHiuiaTMBOK: BOMBCTB,

camory6cTB, aBapiit i T.4. ... Yn cnpaBeanmBo, WO OA4HI MatkoTb

MOX/IMBICTb XWTW AOBLWIE, a IiHWI - He MalwTb Takoi

MOXUMBOCTI? Lle 3annTaHHs 6yno 6 npaBunbHUM, SKkwWwo 6 ue

Halle XWUTTS — 3eMHe XUTTS — 6y/I0 EAMHUM | OCTaHHIM. IHoAi

KOpPOTKE XWTTS Ha UilA 3eMNi MOXHa BBaxaTu CNpaBXHiM

Be3iHHAM. Icyc ckaszaB: «bBbo fKa KOpPWUCTb JIOAMHI, WO

3p06yne Becb CBiT, @ Aywy CBOK 3aHanactutb?» (Mp. 8, 36).

SAKWIA CEHC XWUTU CTO POKIB, AKLLO BCE 3aKiHYNTLCH NEKIOM?

Po3gyMmyBaTh npo 3eMHe XuUTTA Tpeba 3aBxau Mawuu nepep

ouMMa Te XUTTH, 3apaan AKOro CnpaBAi BapTO XUTU, XUTTH,

dKe TpuBae€ Bi4HO. HecnogiBaHa cMepTb MOMAOAOI NOAUHU —

LUe i nepecTopora Ans BCiX Hac. HaragyBaHHS, WO rofoBHe B

UbOMY XWUTTi — 6yTn rotoBummn, B cTaHi boxoi 6naroaarti, 3

COBICTI0, BiIbHOK Bif TSXXKUX piXiB.

e Yy 6auarb Hac Hawi 621nM3bKi, AKi nomepsn?

LLlo6 apekBaTHO BignMoOBICTM Ha LUe 3anuTaHHsA, Tpeba
nobyesaTn TaM, Ae BOHM 3apa3 nepebyBatoTb! HixTo He Moxe
roBOpUTM MpPO TE€, YOro Hikonm He 6aumB i He 4yB, ane Icyc
NnoBepHyYBCHA 3BiATW i po3nosiB HaM. ToMy Halwa BiAnNoOBiAb
b6asyetbca Ha MWoro cnosax. CBATi, | TiNbKM BOHM,
cnornsgatotb bora i BMiloTb npounTyBatM 6e3nocepeaHbo
Moro aymku. Tinbkm Tou, xT0 nepebyBae B bo3i (Tob6TO B
Pat), mMoxe cnornagatv Aymkm bora. Y bora MOXHa Takox
AoBigaTtucs, BiANOBIAHO A0 3acnyr i CTyrneHs [AO0CKOHasoCTi
ntobosi, ABi peui: cyTHicTb bora i Bce, Wwo 3Hae bor.

. Yn Mmorxke nomepnanii WKogyBaTu NMpo Te, Lo BiH
JKUB TakKk Heg4oBro?

Tol, xT0 NnepebyBae B Palo, He MOXe LWKoAYBaTWM Hi Npo wo,
OCKinbku Pan — ue Micue aockoHanoro i BiyHoro wacts. Xanb
BMHMKAE B MOMEHT cyAy, KONM JoAuHa rocTae nepej
BoxxecTBeHHUM CyaOM, YyeKarun CBOEI A0Ni. Y KiHUi XUTTS MU
MOXXEMO LUKOAYBATW TiSIbKM MPO Te, WO He AOCArnuM CBATOCTI,
AKOi yekas i 6axaB anga Hac lFocnoab Bor. Xanb BigdyBatoTb
Ti, XTO € B unctmnuwi abo B nekni. MNepwi wkoayTb NpPo Te,
WO He BWKOpUCTanNM Yac, pAaHui im [ocnogom. [pyri
LWKOAYIOTb MNPO BCE 3EMHE XWUTTH, AKe nepeTsopwuiaca Ans
HMX Y BTPAYeHW WaHC i NPUYNHY BiYHUX CTpaXK4aHb.

e Yu npaBpa, wWo €Bpei AOCi O4HYIKYyIlOTb Ha npuxig
Mecii? I akwo ye npasga, 4oMy takmm Meciero He
Mir 6yTn gans Hmx Haw Focnogb Icyc Xpucroc?»

Hacamnepep 3a3Hauumo, WO 3a 4aciB Icyca Xpucrta i paHHbOI

LlepkBn Benuka KiNbKiCTb  €BpEIB  HaBepHynucsa Ao

XPUCTUSAHCTBA. I B HacTynHi cTonitra ix 6yno Hemano, i ue

BinObyBaeTbCA A0 CbOroAHiWHbOro AHa. Ti X, XTO

3a/IMLWLIAI0TLCA loaesMun, SIK | paHiwe 4yekatTb Mecito. Yomy

AN HUX umMMm Mecieto He Moxe 6yTu Icyc Xpuctoc? CnpaBa B

ToMy, wo Icyc - bor i ntoanHa, i y CBOiN noacbkin npupoai

BiH nomep, po3n'atuin Ha XpecTi. 3i cniB anoctona Masena,

Ana eBpeiB uen dakT € BEIMKOK CMOKYCOW | KaMeHeM

CNoTUKaHHA. AzXe no BigHoweHHO fJo bora MoxHa 3

MOLIAHOK CXWUNATU rofiIoBy nuiie nepes Mloro BCeMoryTHICTIO,

nepeg Woro wuygecamn. Ane Higk He nepen MWoro

cnabkoctamm. OcCb 4YOMYy TakK BaxXKO MpUAHATM XpucTa.

KHWXHWKN, dapucei i CcTapwuHM FOBOpWUAWM A0 PpOo3n'SToro

Icyca: «Akwo Tu CuH Bboxwun, 3inam 3 xpecta!» BoHM Hag

HUM HacMmixanucs: iHwux BiH cnacaB, a Cebe cnactn He

Moxe? Tu, WO pyMHYEW XpaMm i 3a TpuM AHi BiabyAoByeEL,

cnacu Cebe Camoro; akwo Tu CuH Boxwun, 3ingm 3 xpecra.

Tak camo i NMepBOCBALWEHMKN 3 KHMKHUKaAMKU Ta CTaplimmu,

rnysytouu, ropopunu: BiH iHwux cnacas, a Cebe Camoro

cnactu He moxe! Akwo Bin Llap Ispaina, Hexal Tenep 3sinae 3

xpecta i Mu nosipumo MoMy; ynosas Ha bBora; Hexai ToM

WNoro Tenep BU3BONUTb, AKWO BiH yroaHuii Momy. Bbo BiH

rosopue: A CuH Boxwuin». Lle 3 €BaHrenis Big Mates. A

CBATUI anocTton Mapko po3nosifac: «Ti, Lo MpoxoAnsin rnos3

Hboro, suxocnoBuau Womy, KuBar4du rosoBamMm CBOiMU Ta

roopsiun: Otak! Tw, wWo pyuHyew xpaMm | 3a Tpu AHI

Bigbyaosyew voro, cnacu Cebe Cam i 3ign 3 xpecrta. Tak

caMo | epBOCBSLEHUKN 3  KHWKHUKaMu, [J71y3yrouu,

rosopuan oanH ogHomy: BiH iHwwux cnacas, a Camoro Cebe

He Moxe criactu. Xpucroc, Llap I3painis, Hexal 3inge Tenep

i3 xpecta, wob Mu 6aynau, i yBipyemMo».

Ane BiH He 3inwosB 3 XpecTta, npuHicwun Cebe B xepTsy.

Came ue i NpoaoBXYE 6yTn KaMeHeM CNOTUKaHHSA ANS to4eiB.
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