VOL. LXII - 10

4™ SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST

MAR. 11, 2018

Epistle - Heb 6:13-20; Gospel - Mk 9:17-31; Tone 7

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

FOURTH SUNDAY OF GREAT FAST 2018

4t Sunday of the Great Fast, March 11, 2018
9:00 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM Lit. + Myron Kataryniak r/by Wife, Eleanor
Monday, March 12, 2018
No Liturgy Scheduled
Tuesday, March 13, 2018
7:00 PM - Stations of the Cross (English)
Wednesday, March 14, 2018
8:45 AM - Lit. + Michael Blyskun r/by Family
7:00 PM - Stations of the Cross (Ukrainian)
Thursday, March 15, 2018
No Liturgy Scheduled
Friday, March 16, 2018
7:00 PM - Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts
Saturday, March 17, 2018
9:00 AM Lit. Divine Liturgy and Lenten Commemoration
5:00 PM Lit. + Loretta Suto r/by M. Palyla Family
5th Sunday of the Great Fast, March 18, 2018
Epistle - Heb 9:11-14; Gospel - Mk 10:32-45
9:00 AM Lit. + Roman & Irene Ambrozewycz

r/by Roman & Cathy
11:30 AM Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

Lenten Faith Studies 2018
Join us as we explore what we believe, why
we believe it, and why it matters. The class
will be held every Tuesday throughout the
season of the Great Lent after Stations of the
Cross.

St. Ann Society will hold a meeting today in the church
hall following the 11:30 Divine Liturgy.

Lenten Mission-Confession

This year's Lenten Parish Mission will take place NEXT
Saturday and Sunday, March 17-18. The mission will be
conducted by Fr. lhor Kolisnyk, C.Ss.R., a Redemptorist
Father who for the past couple of years served our
faithful in New Zealand. Fr. lhor will hear confession and
give his first talk after the Saturday 9:00 a.m. morning
Liturgy, March 17. There will be a spiritual talk at each
service scheduled during the Lenten mission and time for
the Sacrament of Repentance. Please make every effort
during the Lenten Mission to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation in preparation for Easter Sunday.

Spring Breakfast Buffet

Sponsored by the Holy Name Society, a Spring
Breakfast Buffet will be held on Sunday, March 18, 2018
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the school cafeteria. The
brunch menu will consist of made-to-order omelets and
pancakes, scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, egg soufflé,
hash browns, fruits, and juice, coffee or tea. Donation is
$10.00 per adult, $5.00 for ages 6 to 12, and free for
children under 6. Tickets are available after each liturgy
or by calling Charlie Boyko at 732-254-3966.

Assumption Catholic School

Spring Clothing Drive Fundraiser

Drop off location: ACS School Office

Drop off times: School hours 8:15 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Dates: Monday, March 12 to Thursday, March 15, 2018
Donate used men’s, women’s and children’s clothing &
coats; sheets, blankets, bed spreads, quilts, curtains. Get
a head start on your spring-time closet clean out!

Sincere Thanks

Grateful thanks from Deacon Paul to all for your
prayers, support, get well cards, concern and well
wishes during his illness. Now recovering from surgery,
Deacon Paul is doing well and continues to improve.
The prognosis is good, and Deacon Paul looks forward
to seeing everyone in church.

St. Ann's Society Tricky Tray

THANK YOU! to all those who planned, donated,
worked, and supported the St. Ann Society tricky tray-
auction last Sunday! What a success! Thank you ladies
for your continued support of our parish family.

Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

Jesus cures a sick boy telling his father,
“Everything is possible to one who has faith” (Mk 9
23). Jesus observed that this type of cure could only
come about through prayer. The disciples were men of
faith but could not cure the boy. Jesus seems to
become impatient with them when he says, “How long
will | endure you” (Mk 9:19). Even Jesus’ closest
apostles needed to be reminded of the power of
prayer, and the need to nurture it. Great Fast invites
you and me to nurture the power of faith with
steadfast and honest prayer with Jesus. It involves our
reflecting on our priorities in life as we stand before
Jesus. Recall the parables which speak of the Kingdom
of God as a treasure found in a field, or as a pearl of
great value. Those who find it sell all that they have in
order to possess it. Are we zealous in nurturing the
value of our precious faith? Do we do and give what we
can to see that the faith is valued, taught and shared?
The journey of Great Fast leads you and me to nurture
our faith in steadfast prayer and with acts of charity
with the hope that Jesus Christ will not ask “How long
must | endure you”, but rather rejoice in the
powerfully living of our faith. Join with others in the
parish to nurture your faith as a family of God.

Sviachene - Easter Dinner

We are happy to announce that our annual
Parish Easter Dinner/Sviachene will be held in the
school hall on Sunday, April 15 following a 10:00 AM
Divine Liturgy. As in the past, only one liturgy will be
held that Sunday. The dinner will consist of
traditional Easter food, such as ham, kobasa, eggs,
paska, cold salads, beets with horseradish, etc.

Tickets for the Sviachene are available for sale
following Saturday evening liturgy, during Coffee
Hour and after the 11:30 a.m. Sunday Liturgy or at
the rectory during office hours. Please purchase your
tickets in advance! The cost is minimal, $10 per
adult, children under 12 free, $5 for children age 12
to 18. Join us for this traditional event!

What is the significance of the 40 day memorial
service after someone’s death?

In the Eastern Church it is customary to remember our
departed brothers and sisters in a special way on the
fortieth day after their death. In the Scriptures, 40 is
used as a symbolic number. It is the number which
represents a long period of time during which
something of great significance is accomplished. In the
time of Noah, God caused a great flood by making it
rain for 40 days and 40 nights. After leaving Egypt, the
children of Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40
years. After being Baptized, Christ fasted for 40 days.
Jesus ascended to heaven 40 days after resurrection.
There is a view that the period of the 40 days after
death is it the time when the soul is 'judged’ and on the
40th day itself, decided upon which direction the soul
will go. There is also a view that the soul travels
around during that time visiting places of significance
in its life. All these concepts of a lingering soul are
pious opinions but are not doctrines of the Church.

2018 Ukrainian Catholic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

You are cordially invited to join St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ, on a once-in-a-
lifetime journey following in the footsteps of Jesus
with an opportunity to celebrate our Divine Liturgy at
sacred places along the way. WHAT’S THE COST?
Land and Air $3195.00, Land Only $2495.00, Single
Supplement $695.00. Trip dates: October 14 - 23,
2018. For a brochure or further information contact
Annette@select-intl.com, by phone 1-800-842-4842,
973-471-9727 or on Facebook, St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Passaic.



http://www.archangelmichael.org.au/index.php/component/content/article/108-faqs/orthodox-faqs/106-what-is-the-significance-of-the-40-day-memorial-service-after-someones-death
http://www.archangelmichael.org.au/index.php/component/content/article/108-faqs/orthodox-faqs/106-what-is-the-significance-of-the-40-day-memorial-service-after-someones-death
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MapadgisnbHmin BicHuk
OrlOJIOLLIEHHSA, nogri, HOBUHA

BennkonocHa Micia

ZlyxoBHI pekonekuii y yvaci mocty y HawiM napadii
Biabyaetbca 'y HACTYMNHY Cy6oty Ta Heainwo, 17-18
bepesHs. MNpoBagutn pekonekuii-micii 6yae oteup Irop
KoniCHMK, AKMM € MOHAXOM  3rPOMAZKEHHA OTLiB
pPeAEMNTOPUCTIB i KOTPMIM OCTHIiiM pik ciyxmB y HoBin
3enangii. Micia posnovHeTbcAa y Cy6oTy paHo 17
bepesHsa niguac Jlityprii-Copokoyctn 0 9-roZ 3paHky. o.
Irop 6yae Matv nponoBigi Ha BCiX NiTyprisx 3paHKy i
BBeYepi, a TakoX napadifaHM 3MOXKYTb NPUCTYNUTU [0
Ce. CnoBigi B ykp. Ta aHrn. MoBax. nepep i nig vac
BianpaB i Jlityprii. Mpowy ycix napadiaH NnpuxoamMTH Ha
MICiT a TaKoX BMCMOBigaTMCA HanepegoaHi BeJIMKOro
cBATa BockpeciHHA XpucTosoro!

MacxanbHun 06ig “CeayeHe”

Oboro poky Haw BenukoaHin 06ia - CsadeHe
BiAbyaeTbca y Heaino, 15 KBiTHA nicna oaHiei Jlityprii
0 10:00 rog 3paHKy. 061,0, 6yZe y WKinbHOMy 3ani byae
CKNagaTMca 3 TPajMUIMHMX CTpaB nNacka, LWWHKa,
KoBbaca, AWUA, canatv, BMHO, cosiodke i T. A. KBUTKM
MOKHa npmp,6am nicns }11Typrn Ha KaeBi  abo
TenedoHytte g0 odicy 732-826-0767. Keutku ana
A0pOC/IMX $10, ana giter nicna 12 pokis - $5, Aitm go
12 pokiB 6E3KOLITOBHO.

«MonoBaHHA Ha BenukoaHi Anua»

BATO ana Aiten
Y Bep6Hy Hepinito 25 KeiTHa nicna Jlitypriit B 9:00 rog,
Ta 11:30 - rog, yci Aitn 6yayTb LyKaTu-36Mpaty

nnacTMKosi AnuA Ha noasip 6ina Llepsu. MnacTukosi
AWLA GYAMTb HAMoBHEHi LyKepKamMu Ta KomniMkamu. Yci

AiTM 3anpoleHi. BoHM MOXYTb NpPUHECTH, ManeHbKi
KOLUMKM, LWO6G Y HMX 36MpaTh aunua.

XPECHA AOPOTA. .

KoxHoi Cepeay y 7ros Beyopa Hawin UepKsi

BignpaBnaeTbca XpecHa Jlopora yKpaiHCbKOK MOBOIO.
3ANPOLLYEMO HA MOJIMTBY LLUOB CNIBCTPAXAATU 13
HALMM CNACUTEJIEM | AOMNOMOITM  MOMY HECTU
MOro0 XPECT | 3PO3YMITMU 3HAYEHHA CBOro
BJIACHOI'O XPECTA.

éOHOMOFa 6igHUM i Hym,gleHHMM.

0NM IcycC MB Ha 3emni, BiH NpoBOAMB 3HAUYHY YacCTUHY
CBoOro cnyxiHHA, NiKAYHYUCb NPO GigHMX i
Hy>AeHHuX. Yepes Ceow UepkBy locnoab
NpuroTyBaB A/l Hac LWAAX  AOMNOMOrM
HYXXAeHHMM. BiH nonpocuB Hac weapo
epTByBaTH, Y BignoBiAHOCTI 3 TMM, LLO MM
Bi4 Hboro otpumyemo. T[lig yac Besnwmkoro
[locty MM 36MPaEMO Ty ANA HYKAEHHUX .
I’Ky MOXHa NPUHECTM i MOCTABUTH Yy KOPOOKY
npu BxoAi Ao xpamy. lMpuHeciTb i NoKAaaiTb
y KOpPOOKY  LOCb i3 3 Bawmx ya6aeHuX
CcTpaB, WO6 MOAINMTUCA 3 TUMM, KOMY He
NOLACTUAO i XTO € HYXKAEHHWUM.

Kyau BigaaTtu y:xuBaHuM ogndar i B3yTTa

Katonmupka wWKona npv  Hawiv  napadii  36mpae
BYXMBAHUM YOJIOBIUMM, KIHOYMM Ta AUTAYMM oZAfr,
npocTupagna, B3yTTA, KOBAPM Ta LWTOPU. Yce MOXKHa
npuHecTM Ao wkoim 3 8:15 - paHky go 15:00 vy
MoHeninok, 3 12 6epesHsa o Yetsep, 15 6epesna 2018.
B:KMBaHMI ofAr MOXKeTe TaKOX MNPUHECTM [0 LEepKBU
Uboro TUXHA nigyac XpecHoi Joporn 4m HactynHoi
Heaini i 3anmwutK yce y UEpPKOBHOMY 3ani abo
BeCTM6loni. M1 yce nepegamo LIKOJI.

Moaska 3a npuMBiTaHHA
Jlopori napadisHM, Hacamnepes A Xo4y MOAAKYyBaTH

BCiM Bam 3a MO/IMTBM i A06GPi MobaxaHHA Ta C/loBa Ha
MO0 aJpecy B [€Hb MOro HapoAXKeHHA MMHYJOT Hegini.
MeHi gy>xe npremHa Bawa yBara i Typ6oTa. o.IBaH

Zanumarna 9o Clamerural

e Sk npaeusibHO y UepkKei cmasumu ceiyku, Yu mo 3a 300poe”"s
ceo0€ Yu iHwux, Yyu mo 3a nomepnux? Yu nompibHo sikicb croea
npomosnsimu nid Yac 3anantoeaHHs ceivyku? 51 3eepHye yeaey,
wo Ko)eH no pisHoMy uye pobumb. OOHi nodu cmaensamb
ceiyku, a modi MonsimbCsi iHWIi crnoYamky mMosssmbcsi, a modoi
3ananoomb, we iHWi 3ananoomb ceidku He neped Cnyx6oro,
a nicns Ce. lpuyacms. Yu moxxeme po3kazamu nocidoeHicmb
dili, Ak ye nmompiéHo pobumu? Om npuliwoe s1 00 yepkKau,
Kynue ceivye4ky i dani...?

3BuyaliHo, WO Kpalwe € cTaBuTh CBidkn nepen Cnyxboto Boxoto abo

nicna Hei, wob nig 4yac BoxectBeHHoi JliTyprii He 3aBaxaTwu iHWMUM i

camoMmy yBaxHO Monutuca. Ampke Cnyx6a boxa - ue Havkpailia

monuTtea. Beaxalo, Wo nepen TMM SK CTaBWUTU CBiYKY MOTPIGHO 3pobuTtu

HaMipeHHs1, a NOTiM NOCTaBMTW CBIYKY i NICNSA LbOro NOMONUTUCHA B TOMY

HaMipeHHi y sikomy Bu ctaBute cBidky

e Sk uyepkea cmaeumbcsi 0 HapoOHux uinumenie? He Jdo
8OPOXKOK, Mazie, eKcmpaceHcie (3po3ymino, wo ye eesukul
2pix), a 0o nrodel, sAki maromb Oap 8i0 HapoOeHHs1 abo
ompumanu dap HecnodieaHo. Byeatomb pi3Hi eunadku, kosnu
nroduHa nicasi nepexxumo20 cmpecy, 4u, sik 6u ye cMilWHO He
38y4arso, nicssi moao, sik 80apusio CMpyMoM,)... i m.0. ompumye
dap nikyeaHHs1, 3yineHHs. Xmocb Moxe 3HiMmamu 60s1i, xXmocb
sIK NI0OUHa-peHmeaeH Moxe 6ayumu opeaHu i cmasumu
moyHuli diaeHo3, a xmocb we iH. 30i6Hocmi. Yu moxHa Ao
makux nrodell 38epmamucsi 3a 00NoMo2010?

A nepekoHaHWi, WO 3BMYANHOMY MWPSHWHOBI, HaBiITb SAKWO BiH €

BIPYIOYOIO MIOOMHOI, € AyXe BaxKo abo HaBiTb HEMOXMMBO BiAPI3HUTK

HapOOHUX LiNUTEnNIB Bif BOPOXOK, 3HaxapiB YM eKkcTpaceHciB. HaBiTb He

BCi CBALLEHVKN MOXYTb Lie 3pobuTun, a nuile Ti, ki MatoTb NEBHWUIA JOCBIA

y Ui ginsHui, nos'a3aHoi 3 okynbTU3MoM. A 0CcOBUCTO 3ycTpiyaB Takmx

nogen, siki BugaBanu cebe 3a uinuTenis, ane Hacnpasdi BUSIBUIMCS

BOpoxOuTamm abo 3Haxapsimu. Tomy He pagxy Bam 3BeptaTtuca po

KOAHMX HAPOAHMX LinuTeniB, HaBiTb KON BOHW FOBOPATb, WO iXHiA gap

Big bora i Wo A0 HMX 3BEpPTalOTbCS HaBiTb AYXOBHI 0cobu. AKWwo sikach

nognHa Mae ocobnueuin aap Boxui, TO BoHa MNOBWHHA BUSIBUTU LE

CBsILLIEHNKOBI | BIiH MOBWHEH po3ni3HaTu 3BigkM uein pap. LWo6

gonomaratv nogaM Takui LinuTenb, Ha MO AyMKY, MaB Ou matm

nMcbMOBE 6rarocrnoBeHHs1 Big LIEpPKOBHOI Bnagn. bo 3Hak 4McneHHi

BUMAAKM KOMW Noan Manu dpanblumei gapu, ski noxoannu He Big bora, a

Big NnykaBoro

e Omuye € makull epix sik "Ha epix moeyamu"”. lMosicHimb, 6y0b
Jlacka, fIK Ue 8ipHO po3yMimu ma eukopucmosyeamu Ha
npakmuuyi? Hanpuknad, sikujo xmocb 3 65u3bKux xuee "Ha
eipy” 6e3 yepkoeHoz20 woby (i MeHi npo ye eidomo, mob6mo
8OHU Uye He [puxoesydmb), MO YU 8paxosyro4yu eKa3laHul
"yyxull epix”, 1 nosUHeH NOcCMIliHO iM pobumu 3ay8a)keHHs1 (He
mMoevYamu Ha IXHilU epix, a eukpueamu U020, 6eCb 4ac
dokopsimu im)?

Lle He osHavae, Wo Bu noCTiNHO NOBUWHHI JopikaTh KOMYCb 3a rpixu.

BuctaunTb Ue ckasaTu oauH pas, siKLLO JOAMHA LibOro He 3HaE.

e Omue ckaximb 6yOb-nacka sIK nNpasusibHO xpecmumucb: 5
pyxie pykoro mobmo 4osio, 2pydu, npaee niaede,nomim siee a
nomim 3Hosy epydu, 4u 4 pyxu: 4osio, epydu, npase i siee
nne4ve i 8CbO, MO sIK NPacuUsIbHO?

MpaBunbHO 4 pyxu.

JITYPTIA PAHILLOCBAYEHUX AAPIB

3 uepkoBHUX Borocnyx6 Benukoro nocty Hambinblw NOBYaNbHOMW,
3BOPYLU/IMBOIO, 3aXOMJ/IOIYOI0 HAnMoBHEHOK MoboxHicTio € JliTypris
PaHiwocBsaveHnx [apiB. Tak BOHa Ha3MBAETbCS TOMY, WO Ha Hin
BipytoYi NpuyallaloTbCs gapaMu, OCBSYEHWUMW paHiw nig yac Jlityprii
ceaTuTens IeaHa 3onotoyctoro abo ceATuUTens Bacunia Benukoro, i
TOMY BOHa CBOiM 06CSiIrOM KOpPOTLUA 3@ HUX i pasoM 3 UuM
He Taka ypouucta. Jlityprito, Ha gkii Bigbysanocs
OCBSIYEHHS AapiB, AaBHI XpUCTWUSHWM Hasusanu [lacxoto,
paaictb, K i Ha lNacxy, i Tomy JliTypria PaHilwocBA4YeHUX
[apis BianpaBngaeTbcs Nig yac Benukoro nocTy, y AHi
CMUPEHHA cepus I MOKasHHS, KOMW HeaopeyHa Halwa
pagictb. CBoiMM MonuTBaMu, cnieamm i obpsigamum, Wo
BignosigatTs AHAM  Benukoro nocty, usa JliTypris
npobyaxye Hawe penirinHe no4yyTTs i TUM caMuMm
BUK/IMKAE B HacC LWMPY W cepaeyHy notpeby nocuneHoi
monutBu. CnpaBgi, Konu Mu 3arnmMbumocb y 3MicT i
3HaYeHHs Aesdkux MOonUToB i cniBiB ui€i JliTyprii, TO Mu
nob6aunmo i BiAYYEMO, KA B HUX CuUa cepaevHoi Bipw,
MO/IMTOBHOrO MOYYTTS, MOKasHHA B rpixax i >Xanobu AyXOBHOro
cnaciHHga. BoHa CTBOpPIOE B HAC MOJSIMTOBHO-MOKASHHWUI HACTpin i
K/inye Hac Ao cBaToro, 60roBrogHOro XuTTS.

us niTyperis BIﬂnPABnﬂeTbCﬂ Y HALLOMY XPAMI KOXHOI
NATHUUI y 7-roq BEHOPA.TO)XX BI3bMIMO B HIA YYACTD,
BOAAN OAVH PA3 B YACI BEJIMKOIO NMOCTY!!!



https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjv3Kz-qN7ZAhWQjVkKHcyrABIQFggnMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftvoemisto.tv%2Fnews%2Fkudy_viddaty_odyag_i_vzuttya_potrebuyuchym_9_adres_u_lvovi_82399.html&usg=AOvVaw2XNV2ClXP5PPtrTn
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwje8KuQrN7ZAhUhwVkKHcRfCVoQFggpMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbpro1.top%2Fpodiaka-za-privitannia-y-prozi.html&usg=AOvVaw1mo3w9vAxyqG1dGBaLzdyQ

2017 Holy Week and Easter Schedule

Palm Sunday, March 25
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (Ukr.) Blessing of willows
11:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy (Eng.) Blessing of willows
(Children’s Easter Egg Hunt after both liturgies)

Holy Monday, March 26
7:00 p.m. Akathist to the Divine Passion Of Christ
Holy Tuesday, March 27
7:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts
Holy Wednesday, March 28
7:00 p.m. Litur%]y of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts
Holy Thursday, March 29
7:00 p.m. Matins, Reading of the Twelve
Passion Gospels.
Good Friday, March 30
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy with Burial Vespers
and Procession
SSchool children and choir “Boyan”
will alternate in singing the responses)
7:00 P.M. - Jerusalem Matins

Holy Saturday, March 31
12:00 - 3:00 p.m. Confessions in the Church
2:00 p.m. Blessing of Easter Food Baskets in the
School Hall
4:00 p.m. Blessing of Easter Food Baskets in the
School Hall
6:30 p.m. Nadhrobne (Prayer at the Tomb)
7:00 p.m. Procession & Resurrection Matins

Pascha Sunday, April 1
9:00 a.m. Liturgy in Ukrainian.
(Blessing of Easter Food Baskets outside the church)
11:30 a.m. Liturgy in English

Pascha - Resurrection of Christ, April 8
é Julian Calendar
Saturday, April 7 - 3:00 p.m.
( Blessing of Easter Food Baskets in the
School Hall)

Sunday - 9:00 a.m. Liturgy in Ukrainian.
(Blessing of Easter Food Baskets outside
the church after the Liturgy)

( CBAveHHs Macok nicna 9-rog Jlityprii Ha
BYMUi 6inA LepKBH)
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Stewardship Reflection St. John Climacus

This Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Great Lent, we reflect
upon the teachings of St. John Climacus or St. John of the
Ladder. In his famous work known as The Ladder of Divine
Ascent, St. John writes how our life can be perfected in a
union with Christ. He illustrates 30 steps that are neces-
sary to reach Jesus and the Kingdom of God.

Through these steps, we make changes in our lives
that help us to become Christ-like, to experience Chris-
tian perfection which is to live just as Je-
sus did.

At work or school, everyone discusses
the newest and latest self-help books...
identifying ways in which you can grow
rich, put your kids through college, make
thousands of dollars working at home.
However, one of the only books that iden-
tifies our daily struggle and work for our
salvation is the Ladder of Divine Ascent.

The common theme we have heard
throughout Lent this year is that we will be
judged by our works. As we pass the mid point of Great

ent, let us refocus our Stewardship efforts on our Time,
Talents and Treasures. Pray and consider how we can
make a difference and let's remember St. John's guidance
that we "live just as Jesus did" and exercise all of the gifts
that God has provided to us.

Fr. Ivaw's Corner

e Why does the Priest have his back to people when he prayrs?
“The priest prays for the people, and with the people, but not instead of
the people”. This posture of a priest shows the equality of the clergy
and the people when we are addressing our prayers to God. The cele-
brant stands, usually in front of the altar, with a serious and sober de-
meanor, and the people stand with him, all symbolically facing God, to
the East.

The people gathered for Liturgy (Mass) have come to do something,
not watch something; indeed, the word liturgy means “the work of the
people.” It is true our liturgy is a performance, of a kind — but it is a
performance in which we are the actors, and God is the “audience.” If
the Holy Sacrifice of the Liturgy is considered this way the position of
the Altar and Priest in ad orientem worship becomes much easier to
understand. Put simply, priest is not “turning his back to the people;”
rather both he and the people are facing God: the Priest is in the same
position they are. When worshiping in this way the special nature of the
Priest’s role also becomes obvious to our senses: like the Priests of the
Old Testament, he is a representative standing for and before the peo-
ple — between themselves and the Holy of Holies — praying for them
and offering their sacrifice in a unique and consecrated way. Ad ori-
entem worship reflects this spiritual reality physically: the Priest either
stands before the people to address God for them and himself, or turns
towards the people to address them directly or bring them the Word of
God. This, then, is the logic on which ad orientem worship rests.

e Why do we pray facing East?

“East” is, liturgically, in the direction of the altar, whether it faces true
East or not. In a traditional church, “built from scratch” the altar always
is to the East; in our modern world, where there are many buildings that
are modified to use in worship, sometimes it is not possible for the altar
to face true East. Facing East is an ancient tradition, grounded in sure
knowledge about the Second Coming, first told us by the Lord, and
then repeated by an angel after the disciples had just seen the Lord
ascend into heaven: “For as the lightning comes from the east and
shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man” (Matthew 24:27). We believe that our Lord ascended on the
Mount of Olives, and when He comes back, He will come on a cloud
from the East. Therefore, we face East when we pray. There are other
important biblical references to the East. The following is a NON-
comprehensive list. The wise men saw signs of the imminent birth of
Christ from the East (Mat 2:1-2) and Ezekiel saw the “glory of the Lord”
when facing East: “East .

e What are Doctors of the Church, and can they fix a broken
leg?
Only 36 holy men and women have been declared "doctors" throughout
all Church history. Starting in the 13th century, popes began singling
out specific saints who were exemplary teachers in various theological
or spiritual topics. These holy men and women were given the official
title of “Doctor,” which stems from the Latin root word docere meaning
“to teach.”
The first saints ever to be awarded this title after death were St. Grego-
ry the Great, St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, and St. Jerome. Each were
instrumental for various contributions they gave to theology, spirituality
or biblical studies. Three Doctors who are greatly revered in the East-
ern Church are St. John Chrysostom, St. Basil, and St. Gregory Nazi-
anzen.
Eventually there were developed three criteria for declaring a saint a
“Doctor of the Church.” The Catholic Encyclopedia names these as,
“eminent learning, a high degree of sanctity, and proclamation by the
Church.” The process of proclamation is first issued through a decree
by the Congregation of Sacred Rites, which is then approved by the
pope.
The list of Doctors, relatively small compared to the vast array of saints
over the centuries, has diversified over the years and has increasingly
included women. A total of four women are considered doctors. They
are: St. Teresa of Avila, St. Catherine of Siena, St. Thérese of the Child
Jesus and St. Hildegard of Bingen. What's interesting is that St. Thé-
rése only wrote one book during her lifetime and that was her autobiog-
raphy. Yet, she is considered a Doctor of the Church and was the only
saint Pope John Paul Il declared a Doctor during his 26-year pontifi-
cate. Her spiritual legacy was seen as extraordinary and John Paul ex-
plained how “Despite her inadequate training and lack of resources...
[she] possesses an extraordinary wisdom and with her doctrine helps
so many men and women of every state in life to know and love Jesus
Christ and his Gospel.”
During his reign, Pope Benedict XVI chose St. John of Avila and St.
Hildegard of Bingen for this title and thus far Pope Francis has named
St. Gregory of Narek.



https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjVvpKcuN7ZAhWHk1kKHRCbDzgQFggnMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orthodox.net%2Fjournal%2F2009-05-16.html&usg=AOvVaw0ibVFlTzyMrpzBAuDjvCPq
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05075a.htm
https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1997/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_19101997_divini-amoris.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1997/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_19101997_divini-amoris.html

