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SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS

DEC. 17, 2023

Epistle - Col 3:4-11; Gospel - Lk 14:16-24; TONE 4

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

Sunday of the Forefathers, December 17, 2023
9:00 AM - Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM - Lit. + Mary Otlowski
r/by Otlowski/Galetta Family
Tuesday, December 19, 2023
6:00 PM - Lit. + Anna r/by daughter, Iryna Kuzyshyn
Wednesday, December 20, 2023
7:30 AM - Lit. + Elena and Rosaria (Russ) Fazio
r/by Caterina & Ralph lacuzio
Thursday, December 21, 2023
7:30 AM - Lit. + Stefania r/by Daughter
Friday, December 22, 2023
7:30 AM - Lit. + Deceased members of Zoriana Sokolyk
Saturday, December 23, 2023
8:00 AM - Lit. Special Intention of Fr. Ivan
5:00 PM - Lit. + Deceased St. Ann Society Members

Sunday Before Christmas, December 24, 2023
Christmas Eve

Epistle - Heb 11:9-10 & 32-40; Gospel -Mt 1:1-25
9:00 AM - Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM - Lit. + Olga Yurechko

4:00 PM - Children’s Divine Liturgy (English)

10:00 PM - Great Compline (English/Ukrainian)

11:00 PM - Lit. + Marie and Vera Glowa

Monday December 25, 2023

Christmas Day, Birth of Our Lord

9:00 AM - Lit. for all victims of war in Ukraine
11:30 AM - For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
Myrovania, Festal Anointing after Liturgies

Prosphora Bread.

Our traditional Christmas Eve Supper Prosphora
Breads will be blessed and distributed after Saturday-
Sunday Liturgies, December 23-24. Thanks to Mrs.
Colette Baginsky and her helpers for making the bread.
Your donation for the prosphora bread will go to St. Ann
Society.

2024 Liturgical Calendars are available to be picked up.
Special thanks to Novak Funeral Home for once again
sponsoring the beautiful liturgical calendars. Take one
per family.

Bread Sale

St. Ann Society will sponsor a CHRISTMAS BREAD SALE!
Please sign up on the order sheet in the vestibule or call
the rectory at 732-826-0767. Pickup between 5 and 8 pm
on Thursday 12/21 or Saturday 12/23 after 5 pm
Liturgy. Large loaf $12, Small braided loaf $5. Pre-orders
only, last day to order is Sunday Dec 17th. Any questions
please email Colette at Ketrn@comcast.net.

KOLIADA in your house.

Our parish sisters and choir “Boyan” are organizing a
parish VERTEP (nativity play) with the participation of choir
members and youth.

The Nativity Play will be presented to the entire
parish on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31t following 9:00 am
Liturgy, but apart from performing in the church, the
VERTEP can also come to your home. You are welcome to
invite the VERTEP to your home for the joyful proclamation
of the coming of Christ by registering on the list at the
entrance to the church for the following visits on December
30-31 and January 6. The funds donated for the koliada will
be used for the needs of the Armed Forces of Ukraine! Let
everyone contribute to the victory.

Memorial Donations

$500.00 - Randy Siluk for Aid to Ukraine

$200.00 - Randy Siluk in memory of + HELEN DUDA
$180.00 - Judy Spatz, in memory of + MICHAEL PELES

There’s no Place Like Bethlehem for the Holidays
Thursday, December 21st, 2023 School Christmas
Concert at 7 pm. All parishioners are invited.
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Parish Donation Envelopes

Parish envelopes for 2024 are available for pick-up
today. If you have not registered or received a box for
2023, and would like to have one please contact parish
secretary Anna or Fr. Ivan. Please understand that if no
envelopes were used for 2023, none will be issued for
2024 in order to keep envelope costs to a
minimum. Thank you for your understanding. By using
your envelopes, you indicate your attendance at Liturgy.
What you put inside the envelope is between you and
God.

St. Nicholas Visit

More than 100 children and their families met at
Assumption Ukrainian Catholic Church in Perth Amboy, NJ
on Sunday for the Divine Liturgy and a special visit from St.
Nicholas, the fourth century Bishop of Myra who was known
for his kindness and efforts to help the poor. The
parishioners witnessed a beautiful play "Video for St. Nick"
that was presented by the parish youth and under direction
of our parish Sisters Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of
Matara. The children also recited poems and sang some
songs to adequately greet the favorite saint of children and
adults. Eventually, all the children were worthily rewarded
with gifts.

Thanks to the parish Holy Name Society for sponsoring
the event. The President of the Society, Mr. Joseph Britton
presented Fr. Ivan with a check for parish ministries in the
amount $11,000 from their fundraising activities. Thank you
all for being part of this celebration that brought us
together honoring the Saint of our childhood.

Installation of St. Ann’s Society Officers.

The new officers were installed last Sunday after the
11:30 Liturgy. We congratulate and thank Mrs. Melanie
Fedynyshyn and her officers for their time, service and
dedication to our parish community. Recently, at their
monthly meeting, President of St. Ann’s society Mrs.
Melanie Fedynyshyn presented Fr. Ivan with a check for the
church in the amount $13,000 from their fundraising
activities. We all wish our St. Ann’s Society a very blessed
and productive year ahead, with prayers and hopes that
more women of our parish will join their ranks. May the
Good Lord hear and answer our prayers.

Religious Education for Women in DECEMBER:
Tuesday, December 19, women meeting (English), 6:30pm

Youth News.

Last Sunday, the youth of our parish attended a
screening of the 'Dovbush’ - the biggest film in Ukrainian
history. After the screening, everyone gathered in the
convent to discuss the message of the film, the colorful
language, the spectacular scenes of the Carpathians
mountains, the importance of the project in times of war,
and to share the most touching moments for everyone

Ukrainian Assumption Bingo.

Come this Wednesday to our parish Bingo and win a
big TV. Bingo doors open 6:00pm / Games start at
7:30pm. Every admission gets a ticket for a TV raffle.
Powerball, PullTabs, Surprize Bingo, 50/50s and
Starburst Jackpot!

Get more tickets for the TV raffle by donating a toy
(55 value or more) for our Ukrainian Orphan Toy Drive!

Theophany of Our Lord and Meat Feast

Saturday, January 6, 2023

9:00 a.m Liturgy and Blessing of the water outside
before the ice carved cross.

After the Liturgy, the parish community is invited to the
“Meat Fest”. Delicious "shish-kabob“ and a salad will be
served to all parishioners and visitors. The donation is
$10 for a plate. All proceeds will go for the humanitarian
aid and medical treatment for injured Ukrainians in the
war.
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Breaking News from ACS.
In June 2023, Assumptigmmi i
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various sub-points.

Meeting these stag
our federal funding, but the
overwhelming. -
One specific requirement,
of Occupancy (CCO), rais = 2
Buildings constructed in the mid-twentieth century were not
necessarily designed to comply with today’s building
codes. However, because of Msgr. Jaroslav Gabro’s initial
efforts in 1959, the unwavering support of parishioners and
parish organizations, and Fr. Stephen Sulyk’s consistent
determination, the foundation was laid for the future.

To secure our CCO, with Father lvan at the helm,
we embarked on a thorough process of fire, plumbing,
electrical and building inspections. Starting in September
we navigated numerous appointments, permits, and
inspections. As we passed through one inspection to
another, the fears began to drop away. Our school’s past
administrators built ACS as a structural fortress. In wanting
the best, they constructed the best, and it has lasted.

Thanks to them and a dedicated team of Father
Ivan and Mr. Walter Derevenska, | formally reaffirm our
commitment to the safety of our students and teachers.

It is my honor to proudly announce our successful
compliance. Assumption Catholic School now holds a
Continued Certificate of Occupancy.

Congratulations to all - past and present!

7 WAYS TO KEEP CHIRST IN CHIRSTMAS
1) Remember the meaning of Christmas - Emanuel, God
with us in the Christ Child....God is present with you.
2) Refocus on the Birth of Christ..... God’s greatest gift to
us.
3) Read the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth and Old
Testaments passages about the coming Messiah.
4) Reclaim the wonder of the Biblical story. The
shepherds were keeping watch at night when the angel
appeared to them. Be on the lookout for God’s visit.
5) Rejoice and praise God for all the joy and power of the
good news in your life. Mary worshipped God...
shepherds praised God.
6) Reach out and love someone this Christmas ... maybe a
stranger, co-worker, family member, an immigrant. Lost
friend or someone that God sends your way.

7) Receive the peace of Christ and become a peacemaker

1n our chaofic world.

The Candy Cane.
A Candy maker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that would
help us remember who Christmas is really about. So, he
made a Christmas Candy Cane. He incorporated several
symbols for the birth, ministry, and death of Jesus Christ. He
began with a stick of pure white, hard candy. W
symbolize the virgin birth and sinless nature of Jesuﬂ
candy to symbolize the solid rock, the foundation ...
Church, and firmness of the promises of God. The 94
maker made the candy in the form of a “J” to repres
name of Jesus. It also represented the staff of the
Shepherd”. The candy maker then included red stripes. He
used three small stripes and a large red stripe to represent
the suffering Christ endured at the end of his life. The candy
became known as a Candy Cane -- a decoration seen at
Christmas time. The meaning has faded, but still gives joy to
children young and old, whom Jesus loves and treasures.

EEsat aesSEED

Ask A Priest?

What are the first words spoken by a human in the
Bible?
God is the first being to speak in the entire Bible, saying
with authority and power, “Let there be light” (Genesis
1:3).
However, humans don’t come on the scene until the sixth
day of creation. Adam is the first human to be created, but
his first words aren’t recorded until Eve is created.
Then when Adam sees Eve, he speaks the first words of a
human recorded in the Bible. “This at last is bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Genesis 2:23
St. John Paul Il reflects on these words in a general
audience in 1979, seeing in them Adam'’s first expression
of joy.
In this way the man manifests for the first time joy and
even exaltation, for which he had no reason before, owing
to the lack of a being like himself. Joy in the other human
being, in the second “self,” dominates the words spoken
by the man on seeing the woman. All this helps to
establish the full meaning of original unity. The words here
are few, but each one is of great weight.
Prior to the creation of Eve, Adam was “alone” among the
animals, not finding a “helper” fit for him.
Now he sees that God has created for him Eve, and his joy
overflows into words, rejoicing at the sight of woman.

Why Mary is frequently called the New Eve?

The Lord, coming into his own creation in visible form, was
sustained by his own creation which he himself sustains in
being. His obedience on the tree of the cross reversed the
disobedience at the tree in Eden; the good news of the
truth announced by an angel to Mary, a virgin subject to a
husband, undid the evil lie that seduced Eve, a virgin
espoused to a husband.

As Eve was seduced by the word of an angel and so fled
from God after disobeying his word, Mary in her turn was
given the good news by the word of an angel, and bore
God in obedience to his word. As Eve was seduced into
disobedience to God, so Mary was persuaded into
obedience to God; thus the Virgin Mary became the
advocate of the virgin Eve.

Many other saints have referred to Mary as the New Eve,
seeing in her choice to follow God an ushering in of a new
creation, the Church, and an abundance of spiritual
children to follow. Mary, the New Eve, pray for us!

When viewing Christian art from the past thousand
years or so, there is one color that is almost
always associated with the Blessed Virgin Mary:
blue. Why is that? What significance does it
have?

Blue in iconography represents transcendence, mystery,

and the divine. It is the color of the sky and as a result is

viewed as a heavenly color.

Red in contrast is seen as an earthly color, the color of

blood. Jesus is typically depicted in icons with a blue outer

garment and a red inner garment, symbolizing how divinity
wraps his humanity.

Mary on the other hand is seen with a red outer garment

and a blue inner garment, representing how she carried

divinity (Jesus) within her humanity.

So blue is a very important color in the artistic traditions of

Christianity and has deep spiritual meanings that bring out

different attributes of the Blessed Mother. It is a sacred

color, one that reminds us of Mary’s faithfulness and her
privileged role in salvation history.

Who goes to purgatory?

Purgatory is not meant for everyone who dies, but only
those souls that need further purification and preparation
for Heaven. The Catechism of the Catholic Church gives
the following definition: All who die in God’s grace and
friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured
of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo
purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to

C‘Iltl:'l thc _[U_y ufht:'avcu. CCC 1030

Essentially this state is reserved to people who want to
enter the gates of Heaven, but who still had some
attachment to earthly things.



Po3knag borocay>xeHb Ha PizaBaHIi CBATa.

Cyb6oTa, 24 rpyaHna 2023 - HaBeuipa PispBa
4:00 no non. Cnyxba boxa (ona piten)
10:00 Bey. Benuke lMoseyips
11:00 Bey. Cnyxba boxxa (aHr.)

Hepinsa, 25 rpynHsa 2023 - PispBo Xpucrose
9:00 paHo Cnyxb6a boxa (ykp.)
11:30 paHo Cnyxb6a boxxa (aHr.)

Hepina Micna PispBa, 26 rpyaHsa 2021
9:00 paHo Cny>ba boxa (ykp.)
11:30 paHo Cny»xba boxa (aHr.)

XpeuweHHA ( boroasneHHa ) MocnogHe.

Cy6oT1a 6 CiuHa 2023
9:00 paHo - boxkecTBeHHa Jlityprisa 3 Bennkmum Bogoceattam Boau

Q' Ha ByJ/MLi 6inAa xpecTa i3 nboay.

1A BogoceatTa Bigdbyaetbca "®ectmBanb M'Aca®, age yci
yTb 3a $10 CKyLUTYBaTM apOMaTHMIM CMaYHMM WaWMK. Yci

BMPYYEHi KOLWTM NiyTb HA MEAMYHY JOMNOMOry
OBOC/YXKO0BLAIM, KOTPi 3a3Ha/IM BaXKKMX MopaHeHb Mif vac
)ilUHBbOT POCIMCbKO-YKPATHCBKOT BiliHM, a TaKOX NiATpUMYE
CiMT 3armbamx i nopaHeHWx yKpaiHCbKMX BOTHIB.

3aK/IMKalo BCiX, KOMY He 6aiayKa Aons YKpaiHu, NpuiTH Ha

B ouikyBaHHi CBAT.
e byno D,J'IFI CeaToi PO}J,I/IHI/I TO Icyca He

BiNbLLUE He 6yno, wob y npunpelwHi PisaBsaHi ceaTa,
MpecssaTa PoamMHa Mana Micue B Halux gomax, 3a
HalWWMM CTOMaMM i MPK HalMX po3MoBax. Monimocs,
wo6 B vaci CeaToi Jlityprii, konm Icyc y CeaTtomy
I'Ipmqacn npYXoAnTL A0 cBOiX, - Mloro npunmanu i

UJTdBy VIUIVIy bl,Ll,[J,ddelVl

CIMi/TBRY MOJTMTBY T CBATO BOTUSBTERAN-

HoBuHHM - OrosiowieHHS

KOHBEPTH i LIEPKOBHI KAJIEHAAPI HA 2024 PIK

MapadianbHi KOHBEPTM € roToBi i MoOXeTe X cobi B3ATU BxKe
cborofHi nicna Jlityprit y uepkoBHoMy 3ani. [lpocumo, Koau
6ynete 6paTM CBOi KOHBEPTWU, CNiAKYMTE yBaXHO, W06 B3ATU
npaBilbHy KOPOGKY KoHBepTiB.  XTo 6axkae CTATM HALUMM
MNAPAGIAHMHOM a6o MAPA®IAHKON i oTprvMaTh KOHBEPTU npoLly
3BEPHYTMCA [0 CeKpeTapkM AHHWM, fAKka b6yae 6ina crony i3
KOHBEpPTaMM.

NoxepTBu Ha napadito Bia LlepkoBHuX OpraHisalin
$13,000 — CectpuutBo CB. AHHM

$11,000 — bpatcTBo Yonoeikie MpeceaToro ImeHi Icyca
$1,000 — HeginbHa KaBa

Konspa y Bawin xarti.

Jopori napadisHm! Cectpu i MapadisanbHui xop
opraHizoByoTb napadis/ibHMIM BepTen 3a y4acTio u4Je
monogi. Kpim Buctyny Ha napadii y HEAI/IO, 31 T
Nityprii o 9-roa, BepTten Moxe 3aBiTaTM A0 Bawoi AOMiKM. Ha
Bigaani Big piAHOi 3emni, He 6yabMO GaMayki A0 BiAHOBEHHS
Ayxy i Tpaauui yKpaiHCcbKoOi pi3aBsHoOi konaau! Lo6 Bepten
NMPUMMILLIOB A0 BacC, 3aMMLWITLCA Y CMMCOK, SKMM € MpW BXOAI A0
Lepksu (30, 31 rpyaHsa, 6 ciuHa) KowTu, noxkepTByBaHi 3a Konaay,
6yayTb BMKOpMCTaHi Ha notpe6u 3CY! Hexal KOXeH A0/yuMTbCs
Ao nepemoru!

Po3npogax xni6a Ha Pisago.

CectpmutBo CB. AHHM 6yae nekTM xni6 Ha PisgBo i mpogaBatu
moro y Cepeay, 21 ta y Cy6oty 23 rpyaHs nicnsa 5 roguHu sedvopa.
Byab Nacka, 3apeecTpymTecs Ha IMCTi 3aMOBJIEHb Y BECTUGIOTI.
Benmkuit nneteHmi xni6 $12 pgonapis, ManeHbKMi S5 aonapis.
TiNnbKM nonepeaHi 3aMoB/IEHHA, OCTaHHIM AeHb A1 3aMOBJIEHHS -
Heainsa, 17 rpyans!

AeHb CBaToro Mukonas

JeHb CB. MUKonasa 6yB Hag3BMYaMHWMM Yy Hawil napadii!l Bbyno
NPUEMHO AMBUTMCb  AK 120 pitelt oTpuMManM MoAapyHKM.
OcobnmBO AAKyemMO  4osioBiYoMy napadifnbHOMy 6paTCcTBYy fiKe
CTasio CMOHCOPOM CBATA i HalIMM CcecTpam 3a KOHLEpT.

BiaBigyBaHHA XBOpMX - SKWO BM ab0 4YI€H Bawoi pPoAMHM He
MOXYTb BYTU B LEPKBi, A BigBigalo Bac y BalOMy AOMi, B NiKapHi,
B OYAMHKY ANA CTapluimMX, abo y iHWoMy Mmicui noTpe6u. Lle He €

MU BOIMOCSA CTATU NEPE, EOTOM TAKUMMU,
AKUMMU €, | LIE HAC PYMNHYE.

seillepwe nutaHHAa y CBaToMy lNMucbMi, sike bor ckepoBye A0
noauHn: «Aname, ge tm €?» (byT. 3, 9).
YoMy bor noctaBuB Ue 3anuTaHHA? Y BiH AiMcHO ouikye
BignoBiAi? bor caM yce 3Ha€ Npo NIOANHY...
lfocnoab pobpe 3HaB, WO CcTanocs i Kygu nopisca Agam.
Yomy BiH, ogHak, cTaBuUTb Lie 3anuTaHHA? Bor xoue, 106
AlaM BM3HaB CBOIO MOMWJIKY i CTaB WUpPUM nepeg Hum. Mu
6oimMoca ctatm nepef, boromM TakMMK, SSIKUMU €, | Lie Hac
pylHye. Mpix ans Bora He oCTaHHE CNOBO. 3 LIbOro € BuXia. Ta
AnaM He 6epe Ha cebe BianNoOBiAaNbHOCTI 3a CBill BUMHOK.
BiH ocymkye €By: «lLle iHka gana MeHi 96nyKo i a iB»,
HaBiTb 3BMHYBavye camoro bora: «)XKiHKa, sky TV gaB MeHi».
O8I K MM 4acTo cxoXi go Agama. Ocym)KyeEMO BCiX 3a Hawle
CTAHOBMULLIE: XIiHKY, Y0JI0BiKa, Telly, Aep>KaBy, HapiKaeMo Ha
bora: ue T nocnnaewl CTiibKM TEPMNiIHHA Ha MeHe. A ae M1 B
LbOMYy BCbOMY? MoXe, MM WOCb He TaK 3pobuaun, He TaK
Xunpemo? KoxkeH Mycutb 3anmtatn cebe camoro, 60 KoXeH
BignoBiganbHUM 3a cebe. Tak, MOXHa Hapikatm i
3BMHYyBadyBaTM Agama, €By, bora B HalMx TepRiHHAX. A WO
e gactb? Mu MoxeMo 6a)kaTu CMepTi iHLWUUM NoasaMm, fKi,
Ha Hally AyMKy, noraHi. A bor Yyekae Halloro HaBEPHEHHS.
TaK, NPUNHATM BiAMNOBIAANIbHICTb HE NIETKO, ajse BTiKaTu Bif,
Hel - He BuXia.

Icyc BignoBie Ha 3anuTaHHs: «Apame, e TM?». BiH
NPOCTArHYB PYyKYy A0 JIOAWHU, OAB CBOIM Y4YHSIM BAagy,
30KpemMa BJiafly npouwatu rpixu. ToMy cnoeigb MOXHa
NOPIBHATM A0 «NOLiNyHKY» bora.

Jopori y Xpucri, npuxoabte Ha PisaBaHy Cnc
JI06OB CUJIbHILLA HiXK 3a HaLui rpixm

HiAaKol He3pyyHicTio. [lpowy 3atenedoHyBaTM 0. IBaHy i MM
AomoBrMocA npo Bi3nT 202-368-2408.

Mpocdopa nig yac CeaToi Beyepi

HactynHoi Hegini nepes Pisgsom XpucToBMM BiAbyaeTbCs

6narocnoBeHHs i posgaya npocdop. Mig vyac Bevepi Ha CBATBevip
ainMmoca  oaHieto npocdopo 3 yciMa uY/sieHaMuM DPOAMHM  Ta

LLlo Tpe6a 3HaTK npo Pi3gBsaHy Mpocdopy?

eptoBHM XxNi6 - npocdopa - MicTUTb B CObBi
XPUCTOJIOFiYHY CMMBOAIKY: Npocdopy BUFOTOBASIOTL 3 [BOX
YacTHH, fKi 03Ha4aloTb boxecTBo i NtoacbKicTb Icyca XpucTa.
Mpocdhopa cCKNagaerbCca 3  ABOX YaCTMH,  AKi
BUIrOTOBAAOTLCA 3 TiCTa OKPeMo 0jHa Big oAHOT i MnoTim
3’eAHYI0TbCA pa3oM. Ha BerHlM YaCTWHi CTaBUTLCA MeYaTKa,

Wo 306parka€ YOTMPUKIHLEBMM PiBHOCTO i3
HanMcamu Hag nonepeudmHoto xpecta IC i X ’(w ‘1 )
nig nonepeynHoo NI KA (rpeubKkoto nepemol Wu )y

Mig yac Beyepi Ha CeaTBedwip ; = t0
npocdopod 3 yciMa 4JIeHaMu pOoAMHM 10

3i6panncs 3 CTOIOM, Ha 3HaK €AHOCTiI B Xpu

Micha Toro, AK cxoauTb nepla 3ipka Ha Hebi, 3a
CTOJIOM 36MpaeTbca poaumHa. [lepesg camoi Beuepeto
rocnofap 3anaae cBiuKy i Bci ronocHo monAtbca. [lo
MOMMTBI 3ragyeMo THX, fKi 3 AKMXOCb MPUYMH HE MOIM
npubyTH, Apy3iB, NOMep/MX, AKi BigiMWAKM 3 poamHU. A Toai
Aigycb abo 6aTbKO - HaMCTapWMi Yy poauHi - nmiaxoauTb A0
KOXKHOrO i3 nocBAYeHO B LUEPKBi npocdopot. BoHa
noAiseHa Ha 4YaCTMHKM 3a KiJIbKiCTIO 0Ci6 i po3/oXKeHa Ha
Tapeni 3 Mmegom. iaycb cKlagae ycim nobaxkaHHA Ta Mojae
KOYKHOMY KYCOYOK Npoccopu, BMOYEHOIT B MEJ,.

Crapafimoca 6yTM Ha CeATiM Beuepi, wo6u He
BTPATUTM POAMHHOIO 3B’A3KY Ta Yepe3 MOJIMTBY M pi3aBsHi
Tpaamuii MOBHilWle NepexXMTM MicTepilo HapoaKeHHA Icyca
Xpucrta, CuHa boxkoro, Haworo Cnacutens.







