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PALM SUNDAY

MAR. 24, 2024

Epistle - Phil 4:4-9; Gospel - Jn 12:1-18; FESTAL TONE

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024
9:00 AM - Lit. + Olesya Kuchirka r/by Family
11:30 AM - Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
Blessing of Willows and Myrovannia
Holy Monday, March 25, 2024
Feast of the Annunciation of the Theotokos
9:00 AM - Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
6:30 PM - Lit. + Joseph Kopi - Legate
Holy Tuesday, March 26, 2024
6:30 PM - Presanctified Liturgy
Holy Wednesday, March 27, 2024
6:30 PM - Stations of the Cross
Holy Thursday, March 28, 2024
6:30 PM - Matins, Reading of the Twelve Passion Gospels
Good Friday, March 29, 2024
9:00 AM - Vespers and Procession,
Exposition of the Holy Shroud
(School children and Choir Boyan will sing)
7:00 PM - Jerusalem Matins
Holy Saturday, March 30, 2024
1:00 - 4:00 PM - confessions in church
6:30 PM - Nadhrobne (Prayer at the Tomb)
7:00 PM - Procession & Resurrection Matins
Easter Sunday, Resurrection of Our Lord, Pascha
March 31, 2024
Epistle - Acts 1:1-8; Gospel - Jn 1:1-17
9:00 AM - Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM - Lit. Special Intention

Easter Egg Hunt
A special treat for our parish’s youngest members will

be held today, Palm Sunday, after the 9:00 a.m. and 11:30
a.m. Liturgies. The children will hunt for eggs around the
church and rectory grounds. The eggs will be stuffed with
candies and money. The event is sponsored by the parish
Holy Name Society.

Welcome Father.

Please welcome to our parish a newly ordained
Ukrainian Catholic priest Fr. Mykola Dziurakh and his
wife Ulianna. Father Mykola was ordained on Dec. 6 by
Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak and will help Fr.
Ivan with Holy Week Services and Confession 1-4 pm on
Saturday, March 30.

Easter Bread Sale

St Ann Society will sponsor a Paska Sale on Thursday
March 28. Please sign up on the order sheet in the
vestibule or call the rectory at 732-826-0767. Pickup
between 5 and 8 pm on Holy Thursday, March 28, and
Good Friday, March 29, after Vespers. Paska $15, Small
braided loaf $7. Pre-orders only, last day to order is
Sunday March 24th. Any questions please email Colette
at Ketrn@comcast.net

Pussy Willow Branches
We thank the Putykewycz/Zakanycz Family for
donating the beautiful pussy willow branches for Palm
Sunday in memory of:
+ PETER & MARGARET ZAKANYCZ and
+ STEPHAN & OLGA PUTYKEWYCZ.

Donation to Church

$100.00 - In memory of + KEN FRANKEL
By Marie and son, Doug

$320.00 - by Luba

Blessing of Easter Food Baskets

Baskets will be blessed in the school
hall on Holy Saturday at 2:00 and 4:00
PM as well as outside the church (weather permitting) at
5:00 PM. On Easter Sunday baskets will be blessed following
the 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy, outdoors, weather permitting,
or in the church hall.

TODAY: Palm Sunday (Kvitna Nedilya)
The beginning of Holy Week

In many of our Eastern Churches, Palm Sunday is often
called the “Entry of the Lord into Jerusalem”; it is one of
the Twelve Great Feasts of the liturgical year, and is the
beginning of Holy Week. The day before is known as Lazarus
Saturday, and commemorates the resurrection of Lazarus
from the dead. Unlike the West, Palm Sunday is not
considered to be a part of Lent, in the Eastern Catholic
Churches the Great Fast ends on the Friday evening before.
Lazarus Saturday, Palm Sunday and Holy Week are
considered to be a separate fasting period. Thus, we are
now two days into Holy Week

On the Feast of the Entrance of Our Lord into
Jerusalem, or Palm Sunday, we recall how the people
waved palm branches to welcome Our Savior. If palms are
not available, then we use what God has provided by
blessing pussy willows, the first signs of Spring, or new life
for us. The blessed pussy willow branches are taken home
and placed around our icons in the kitchen and dining room.

The willows (used in place of palms) also represent the
scourging of Christ, and give rise to a practice among
Ukrainians to tap each other with the willows and say:

e “Jlo3a 6'¢, A He 6't0, Bi0 HUHi 3a MuKOeHb, byde

BenukdeHb
e The willow is hitting, I’m not hitting, one week
from today, it will be Easter”

Great & Holy Week and Paschal Service.

These services provide us with an opportunity to
spiritually enter into the saving events of Christ’s Passion,
Death, and Resurrection. There are services offered each
day this week. Without these services, our week will be
“ordinary and secular”. Don’t do this to yourself. Make the
week “Great and Holy” by putting God first.

Vigil at the Lord’s Grave
Attention Holy Name and St. Ann members:

We have a sign up sheet for the traditional Vigil at the
Lord’s Grave. We are asking for two people for each hour,
one a member of Holy Name Society and one a member of
St. Ann's Society. Please sign the list in the vestibule.

A GREAT BIG THANK-YOU

e Thanks goes out to the good folks Irene, Ron and
Ralph who cut willow branches for blessing around
our church. Mark Boyko agreed to dispose the leftover
branches. Thank you for your help in gathering the
willows.

e Thanks to lvan Sytar and Yuriy Dzoba for working on
the church heater and Ivan also for fixing our church
kneelers.

e Thanks to parish women from Ukraine: Iryna, Nadia,
Uliana, Oksana K, Tanya, Oksana T, Luba for
cleaning all the votive holders and polishing the
votive stands, dusting & wiping down all the icons
around the Church and for taking on the mammoth
job of washing down all the pews and cleaning the
vestibule and church stairs.

New Books.

Thanks to our parishioners Ronald and Irene Bigos who
sponsored printing new books for the Holy Week Services.
We received 100 Matins books for Holy Thursday, 100
Jerusalem Matins Books and 200 Vespers Books for Good
Friday.

Ukrainian Catholic - while Ukrainian is in the title of
our Church, one need not be ethnically Ukrainian to join
our parish. The Ukrainian Catholic Church is a church
that comes from the Ukrainian people, but is for the
entire human race. We live out our Catholic faith according
to the Byzantine Rite (our theology, liturgy, spirituality
and canon law are non-Latin), while maintaining full
Eucharistic communion with the Catholic Church in Rome.
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NapadignbHum BicHuK.

BEJIMKAEHDb Y BULLUMTUX COPOYKAX - 3a0xouyeMo napadisH
OAArTM COPOYKM-BULLMBAHKM Ta YKPATHCbKI CTPOi Y CBiT/MM JeHb
XpuctoBoro BockpeciHHA. Taka Tpaamuia ycnilHO NPaKTUKYETLCA Y
6araTbox napadisx AMepuku, KaHagu Ta 3BUYaMHO XK, YKpAiHu.

Mpopax Macok i Xni6a

Macka $15 - Xni6 $7

byab nacka, sanuwitbcs Ha aucTi npu Bxoai ao Lepkeu. Ceixo
BUMEYEH MACOYKM Ta XNi6 MOMHA yae nigibpatn y Yetsep 28
bepesHa 3 5-8 Beuopa i y MNatHuuyo 29 3 11 paHKy Yy LUEPKOBHOMY
3ani. MocniwanTte 3anucatnca y dopmi i npuabatm!

NMpocumo MosIMTUCD

MpocKMO MozaTH iMeHa CBOiX piaHMX abo 3HaMOMMX fKi nomepsu i
BIAIMWAM y BIYHICTb, ab0 X KOTpi nepebyBatoTh y CTaHi XBOpObM Ta
noTpe6yoTb HaLwol MO.I'IMTOBHO] AOMOMOrM  LOAO  LWBMAWIOTO
oAyaHHA. TaKoX nam’ATaiMMo Yy CBOIX MO/MTBaX 3a TUX, XTO He
MOXe BMMTH 3 AOMY abo nepebyBa€ y CTapeyoMy AOMi UM wnuTani.

JeHb Bigkputnx Asepen.

Katormubka [Mkona B Tept Am6oi oronowye /[leHb Biakputmx
[sepen. Y Hegino, 14 KsitHa, 2024 y wKoni yCI'I1HHFI MNpecsAToi
boropoaumui, wo 'y Mept-AmGoH, wrat Hbio- -Axepci, Bia %/p,eTbCFI JeHb
Biakpntux /Jlsepen. 3axia tpusatume 3 12:00 rog. ao 15:00 roa. Ana
BCiX, XTO 3alikaBNeHNI B AKICHIN XpMCTMFIHCbK]M ocsm 3anpoLlyemo
npwmw i 3apeecTpyBaTu AiTelr Ha HaBYaHHA y 2023- 2024 poui.
MapoxiasbHa UiNoAeHHA MovaTKoBa IIKONMA €  aKpejeToBaHa
AMepHMKaHCbKOI fepxaBoto, yxe 60 pokis icHye npu napadii YcniHHA
MpeceaToi Boropoamui y Micti Mept Am6oM, i Ha AaHui Yac €
HaMbi/IbLLIOK  L{i/IOAEHHOK MOYaTKOBOK LUKOJIOW B Amepuui. Ha
CbOTOAHILWIHIM AeHb Y WKOAI WoAeHHO HaByYalTbcA 190 aiten pisHux
HauioHa/bHOCTeN, Bif CafouKy Ao 8 knacy. Y WKoni AiTM BMBYaOTL
CTaHAApTHI NpeAMeTM i TaKOX MatoTb PaHilUHIO MOJMTBY, YPOKM
penirii, KpaiHcbKoi MoBM Ta ictopii. LUKosolo  onikylTbeA
®1nagenb(¥1MCbKa Apxwuenapxis, napagiasbHa LEepKBa, CECTpU HMHY
BonnoyeHoro Cnosa i oteub IBaH TYpUK, AKMM € NAPOXOM LIEPKBU Ta
aAMiHICTPaTOPOM LIKOJIU.

KoHTakTHa iHopmauia: 380 Meredith St, Perth Amboy, NJ; Ten.: 732
-826-8721 cait: www.assumptioncatholicschool.net

JOMOMOT A YKPAIHCbKUM BOIHAM

Cnigkyrloun 3a nepebiroM nofiv Ha YKpaiHi, o0co6amBo BCi
nepexuBaeMo 6ontody BilHY Ha Cxoai i Ti BTpaTU NIOACBKMX XKMUTTIB
cepej BOTHIB AKi CTa/IM Ha 3aXMCT BJIACHOT 3eM/i i CBOET AepKaBu i
Hawoi 3 BaMu baTbKiBWMHM. MM_MOXEMO M [OMOMOrTM He TisIbKK
HALLOK LUMPOI0 MOJIMTBOM, ane M A06pUM AiNOM Hawoi MOoXKepTBM.
Bawi noxepTBM MOXKeTe KYHYTM Yy CKPUHbKY, fiKa 3HaxoAMTbCSA Npu
CTiHi 3334y xpamy.

o Lboro TMxHA Hawa napadia nepesana $ 4,000 Aana Hawmx
3aXMCHMKIB AKi MatoTb noTpeéu B FPV gpoHax. Yxe cKopo
<«NMAWKU> NOJIeMAMb BMKOHYBATU 3aBJaHHA Yy Haurapadiwi
TOYKM Ha JNTiHiT PPOHTY, Yy BOpOXi rHizga ta TexHiky. Kyl ycim
npuyeTHUM! MNpULLBUALLIYEMO HaLly nepemory.

Sk npasunbHO cknactu TTacxanbHuid Kowwmk

BenukoOHiti  kowuk - eopdicmb | padicmb
poduHu. Jlodu cydsimb  20CroOuHlO  OoMy
8i0nosioHo 0o euenady ii  BenukoOHbo20

KowuKa, Wo 6iH micmumb | SIK npukpaweHud.
Tpeba nam'amamu, WO KOWUK MOBUHEH Micmumu mifibKu mi
npodykmu siki Bu 36upaemecs icmu 8 cesimo, a He He 8eCb 3Micm
X0no0usibHUKa. BenuKkoOHiIl KOWUK nosuHHUU Micmumu:
e [lacka — cumBon Llapctea HebecHoro, xni6 BiYHOro Xntrs.
e Cup i macso — papu npupogu, CUMBON >KEPTOBHOCTI Ta
Hi>xxHOCTi Bora.
o Aluye — ue 3eMn4, a )XOBTOK — Lie COHLIe.; MMCaHKa CUMBONI3ye
XUTTS, OCTaTOK, BiYHWUIA pyX;
e KpawaHka — nobaxaHHsA ycsikoro gobpa, OCHOBaHOro Ha
XpUCTOBOMY BOCKPECIHHI.

o lllunka-koebaca — [pylleBHa pagicTb (KoM MNOBEpHYBCSA
onygHun cuH, 0obpun GaTbKo 3BEniB 3aKONoTWU BrogoBaHe
Tens).

e XpiH — cumBon TepniHHA XpucTta. XpiH pobuTb NOOUHY

MILHILLO, SK MILHILIAE XPUCTUSHVH, SKUA MpUAMae TaiHCTBO
Cnogigi nig yac nocry.

e Cinb — cvmBon mygpocTti Ta pgoctatky. Y bibnii cinb -
CMMBONIYHMN 3aci® 3B'A3ky Mk Borom i 1oro Hapoaom.
XpuWCTOC Ha3MBae CBOIX Y4HiB "cinnto 3emni”.

e PywHu4yok — 0araTCTBO HUTOK, CNMeTeHux IoboB’1o i
PO3yMOM, CMMBOIT XXUTTS, @ TAKOX BIYHOCTi, 60 NNETiHHA HUTKK
— npouec, KM MOXHa NPOAOBXYBaTN 6E3KOHEYHO.

e (Ceiyka — CBITNO, dKe BMHOCATb HA30BHI MiX Nogen Tak, sk
XeptBa Icyca Ha XxpecTi cnpuuMHMna  BiOHOBIEHHSA
BHYTPILUHLOIO CBIiTY NIOANHM.

Po3knag borocnyxiHb
Ha CTpacHMM TuxKaeHb i BennkgeHb 2024.

Benukui MNoHepinok, 25 bepesHsa
9:00 roa paHKy i 6:30 Bey - CBATO barosiweHHsA
MpecBaToi boropoamui

Benukui BiBTopok, 26 bepesHs
6:30 Beu - Jlitypria PaHiwocBaveHnx Japis

Benunka Cepena, 27 bepesHs
6:30 Bey - XpecHa [lopora

Bennkun Yetsep, 28 bepesnsa
6:30 Beu - YTpeHa CtpacTen
(YvTaHHA 12 EBaHrenin)

Benuka MN’aTHMuga, 29 bepesHs
9:00 paHo - BeuvipHhsa 3 BMnO)KeHHFIM MnawaHmui
7:00 Bey. - EpycanmMmcbKa YTpeHsa - cniBa€ xop bosH.
XPAM BYAE BIAKPUTUN ANA NOKJIOHIHHA NMAALWAHKLI
A0 12-1oJ HouI

Benuka Cy6ota, 30 bepesHs
1:00 - 4:00 - rog. CMOBIAb Y LEPKBI-
cnosigatMme o. Mrkona /J3stopax 3 ®inagenbdii

2:00 - rog CeadveHHs MNacok y LUkinbHoMy 3ani
4:00 - rog CeayveHHsA Macok y LUKinbHOMY 3ani
5:00 - roag CBsyeHHs Macok Ha BY/MUi 6ins LepKBU
6:30 Bey. Haarpo6He
7:00 Beu. BockpecHa YTpeHs, 06xia HaBKOIO
Xpamy

BEJIMKAEHb - NMACXA, 31 bepesHs
9:00 paHo - Cs. lhTyprm (YKp.)
CBAveHHa Macok nicna Jlityprii Ha Byauui 6insa uepkeu.
11:30 paHo - CB. Jlitypria (aHr.)

XPJHICTOC BOCKPEC!
BOICTV/HY BOCKPEC!

Po3knapg borocnyiHb Ha BeankaeHb
(3a lOniaHcbKMM KaneHpapeMm)

BE/IMKA CYBOTA, 4 TpasHs, 2024
3:00 no non. - CeaveHHa MNacok y WKinbHoMy 3ani

BOCKPECIHHA XPUCTOBE - MACXA, 5 TpasHs, 2024
Hegina - 9:00 paHo - Cs. thyprm (YKp. )
CsyeHHA Macok nicna Jlityprii Ha By/iMui 6ina uepKeu

Zanumanta 9o Clawmerunal

¢ LUo ye € Nnawaunyn?

MnawaHuus — ue € NoAoTHO, SkmMm o6Bunun Tino Icyca
Xpucta nicna noro cMmepti. baunmo, Wwo BiH 3HATUA i3
xpecTta. Ha 1oro pykax, Horax i 6oui BugHo cnian Big
paH. bina Icyca u4acom 306paxyeTbcs noctaTb
Nocuda 3 Apumartei, nAaMHU, SKa Bunpocuna B
NMunata i noxosana Xpucrta. IHoAi BUOAHO MOXMUNEHY i
CYMHy nocTtaTtb Bboropoauvui. Y4Hi B MonutBi nepepg
HEeBIAOMWUM AN HUX sABUWEM - cMmepTio. LonHo
BocKpecCiHHA npuHece MNOosiCHEHHSA BCIM UMM MNoOAisMm,
AKi CTanucs yepes Hawi rpixu.

¢ Ckaxitb, 6yab-s1acka, sIK npaBuJIbHO cebe
nosoagutu 6insa Mnawaunyi. NIpocro meHe e
3Maneyky BuYwam, wo p[o [InawaHnyi
noTpi6HO noB3TM Ha KoOJliHax 3po6buBLun
nepea yYWUM MOKJIOHM i TaK iTH Ha KoJliHax i
yinyBartmn paHmn Xpucra.

Pob6iTb Tak sk Bac yuumnu. [awaHuus € iKOHOK

norpebeHHs Icyca Xpucrta, ToOMy nNpwu ii BLUAHYBaHHI

AOUINTbHO AOTpUMyBaTUCS 3aranbHuX npasun

MOYMTaHHA iKOH Yy HawoMy obpsagi: nigxoasuu, Asidi

XPecTMMOCh i3 NOKNOHaMu, Uinyemo (He B o6nuuus) i,

Bigxoaaum, we pa3 XpecTUMOCb | BKJ/IOHSEMOCH.
OagHak, y Hawin Tpaguuii Bupobunocb 6Harato
6naroyecTmBux 3BUYaiB woao BLUAHYBaHHS

NAaWaHnLi, SKNX MOXHa AOTPUMYBATUCh, SKLO BOHU
€ y AycCi 340poBOi NO60XHOCTI.
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— week that changed the world forever. What
was before and what was after? How did so
“Hosannas!” change just days later into calls to “Crucify

We Begin the Week
That Changed the World.

Him!” that pervaded the city of Jerusalem? Let us more deepl
explore the spiritual dynamics that would shape this entire wee
we call “Great and Holy.”

The complexity of dynamics this week form the basis for our lit-
urgies and services.

The first dynamic is service.

Jesus arrives at the home of Lazarus to eat with the newl

-raised

disciple, his sisters, and others. Martha serves at the table and
Mary anoints the feet of the Lord. Each provides a service to Je-
sus, reaching out in love and gratitude to the One who has raised
Lazarus from death and thus anticipates His own death and resur-
rection for the sake of humanity. Such is the servant leadership
of our Lord, whose service to the world cost Him His life.

The second dynamic, so different from the first, is hypocrisy.

The money spent for ointment should instead be spent on the
Boor says the lying thief who steals regularly from the disciples’

The two faces of Judas exposes the human tendency to focus on
deceptive self-gratification that the Master seeks to help us over-
come, at the cost of His life.

The third dynamic is selfishness.

The emotional gathering of the excitable crowds occurs because
Jesus has just raised Lazarus from the dead. Many in the crowds
see in Him a powerful means to a new future for themselves. Je-
sus, to them, is not the Son of God come to rescue souls and offer
eternal life, but a leader who can give the people a life of per-
sonal gains and benefits. This self-centeredness will soon be re-
deemed by the shedding of the Lord’s blood.

The final dynamic is confusion.

Others who greeted Jesus with palms and olive branches wrongly
expected Him to lead the overthrow of the hated Romans ruling
the Jewish people. How easy it is for them to misunderstand Je-
sus! TheK instead craft their own version of a messiah rather than

accept t

e genuine peacemaker, healer, wonderworker, and “Son

of the Most High.” The Lord’s own words of love and humility
before God are distorted by many to eventually condemn Him.

All these dynamics - service, hypocrisy, selfishness, and confu-
sion—become the seedbed for our salvation.

The world has changed forever because Jesus changed

the life of the world and its message.

In the Christ of God, the world is challenged to transform

from ego, self, deafness to His word, and life in the moral shad-
ows, into the Light of salvation, hope in the darkness, and the
promise of unending life unto eternity. “He bore our grief ... by
His stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:4-5)

This is the week to reflect on these truths, to enter the

solitude of our hearts and walk with Him along His way of joyful
sorrow, knowing with the certainty of faith that in the empty
tomb we are made new, and that the Risen Lord is less concerned
about where we have come from yesterday than to where we are
headed tomorrow.

The Easter Basket.
Ukrainians traditionally blessed foods of eggs,
butter, bread, salt, horseradish, ham, kielbasa,
i~ _ lamb, and cheese for Easter. This makes up the
. first meal after the strict fasting of Great Lent.
v head of the household
brings the basket of food to the church for the
blessing. After the Easter Liturgy, the father

takes the foods home. He takes a piece of blessed egg saying,

“Christ is risen!” and all reply, “Indeed, He is risen!”.

Each food

holds a special symbolism.

The egg is a sign of hope and resurrection.

The butter, shaped into the form of a lamb, represents Christ,
the innocent victim. By the lamb’s blood, the Israelites were
saved. By Jesus’s blood, all men are saved.

The round bread with a braided cross on top represents Christ,
our earthly and heavenly food.

The salt represents the truth of His message. A condiment nec-
essary for flavor reminding Christians of our duties toward oth-
ers to "flavor" the world”. Salt reminds us that the faithful are to
be the scriptural "salt of the earth".

The horseradish is the bitter herb representing Christ’s bitter
passion.

The blessing of the ham celebrates the breaking of the old law
that forbade certain meats.

But kielbasa formed into links, reminds us of the chains of death
that Christ broke.

The cheese celebrates the ending of the great Lenten Fast.

Linen cover - all the food articles are placed in a wicker basket, and
a ribbon or bow is tied to the handle. A decorated candle is placed in
the basket at the time of the basket blessing. A linen cover, normally
quite intricately embroidered with various Resurrection themes and
symbols of Christ, or simply an intricate multicolored border and the
words "CHRISTOS VOSKRESE" or "CHRIST IS RISEN," is placed over
the food when it is brought to the church. During the blessing of the
foods, the cover is taken off the basket to display the foods and a
white candle is lit as a symbol of the Light of Christ.

Holy Week Services

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, before
%ou dismiss the Holy Week Services
ecause they’re long, remember that
you’re willing to watch four-hour mov-
ies and games that go into overtime.
Whatever your motivation, remember |
that what started well at the beginning
of Lent should end just as well. Holy
Week, is the week preceding Easter,
which climaxes with the Crucifixion on
Good Friday and ends with the joyous
Easter. Let's explore the meaning three
solemn days of Passion Week and the ‘ll)eﬁcame
gturgical services celebrated on these to Our Church
ays.

HOLY THURSDAY - There are four events commemorated on
Thursday of Holy Week: the washing of the disciples’ feet, the
institution of the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist at the Last
Supper, the agony in the garden of Gethsemane,
and the betrayal of Christ by Judas. On Thursday
we enter into the mystery of the Last Supper. Do
we claim our place at Christ’s table, or do we walk
into the night with Judas? In the evening of Strasnyj
Chetver, we attend Strasty (a unique Matins ser-
v1ce% Christ’s agony in the Garden of Gethsemane.
N ear the narrative of the Passion in twelve Gos-
=t pel readings. It is traditional for the celebrants to

change their vestments for each Gospel reading.
(The Gospels: John 13:31-18:1; John 18:1-29; Matthew 26:57-
75; John 18:28-19:16; Matthew 27:3- 32; Mark 15:16- 32; Mat-
thew 27:33-54, Luke 23:32-49; John 19:25-37; Mark 15:43-47;
John 19:38-42; Matthew 27:62-66).

GOOD FRIDAY - The services of Velyka Pjatnytsja ask us to
decide where we stand in our lives today. In our Ukrainian
Catholic tradition, Good Friday is a day of strict fast: we do
not eat any animal products. Thursday’s readings ended with
Christ’s death and the liturgies of Velyka Pjatnytsja focus on
the anguish of the cross. In the Gospel readings we hear the
narrative of Christ’s death on the cross from all four Gospels.
The account ends with Joseph of Arimathea removing Christ
from the cross, anointing and wrapping His body in a shroud
and laying Him in the tomb. Procession follows with carrying
the plashchanytsja around the Church, three
times, joining the faithful women, Joseph,
and those who carried Christ to his burial site.
The Holy Shroud (Plaschanitsja) which is
used for this service is an artistically dec-
y orated and richly embroidered canvas de-
picting the burial of Christ.

Throughout the mournful procession we sing
the stychyry for Good Friday. When we re-
enter the church, a structure, representin

the tomb, stands in the front. A cross drape

with a white cloth rises behind it. The plash-
chanytsja is laid in the tomb. The Service of Lamentation or
Jerusalem Matins is sung in the evening of Great Friday.

After the Procession on Great and Holy Friday: a great love is
shown, devotion and adoration, the faithful aﬁproach the
PlaschenytSIa on their knees, make the Sign of the Cross and
kiss all five wounds of Christ pictured on the Holy Shroud.

During this time, members of families and church organiza-

tions take turns keepmg vigil as guards of honor at the Holy
Tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ.

) a5 HOLY SATURDAY - The liturgical ethos
QXY_\ E “Ej changes from sorrow to joy as faithful cele-
' =% brate the Resurrection” Matins. Holy
Saturday is a day of continued fasting and
abstinence and is the final day for the
faithful to pr Jaare their souls for Easter by
making a good confession if they have not
already done so. During this time, the pa-
rishioners visit the "Plaschenytsia” to wor-
ship and kiss the wounds of Christ. And the
faithful and organizations take turns keeping vigil as guards of
honor at the Holy Tomb of our Lord Jesus Tomb. In many plac-
es, including the United States, the traditional blessing of

Easter foods (“Sviachnia”) is done Holy Saturday.

Kids Say The Darndest Things {Q%
It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore throat, 5-year-old
Annie stayed home from church with her mother. When the
rest of the family returned home, they were carrying palm
leaves. Annie asked them what they were for. “People held
them over Jesus’ head as he rode by on a colt,” her father
explained. “Wouldn't you know it,” Annie fussed, “the one
Sunday I'm sick and Jesus shows up and offers pony rides!

A little boy in church for the first time watched as

the ushers passed around the offering plates. When they
came near his pew, the boy said loudly, “Don’t pay for me,
Daddy, I'm under five.”




