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SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND

MAY 5, 2024

Epistle - Acts 16:16-34; Gospel - Jn 9:1-38; FESTAL TONE

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

Sunday of the Man Born Blind, May 5, 2024

9:00 AM - Lit. + Olha & Ilvan Wowk r/by Ulana Wowk

11:30 AM - Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

Tuesday, May 7, 2024

7:30 AM - Lit. health and God’s blessings for Maria Soti

r/by Salsini family

6:30 PM - May Devotions to the Mother of God

Wednesday, May 8, 2024

7:30 AM - Lit. deceased Sisters Servants of the Lord and the

Virgin of Matara

6:30 PM - Lit for the Feast of Ascension + Olga Yurechko

Thursday, May 9, 2024

Ascension of our Lord

7:30 AM - Lit. + Carolyn Terefenko - Legate

Friday, May 10, 2024

8:45 AM - Lit. health of Oleg r/by Bigun family

Saturday, May 11, 2024

8:00 AM - Lit. Special Intention

5:00 PM - Lit. + Ronald Kopi - Legate

Fathers of the 15t Ecumenical Council, May 12, 2024

Mothers Day

Epistle - Acts 20:16-18 & 28-36; Gospel - Jn 17:1-13

9:00 AM - Lit. for all Ladies and Mothers of Our Parish
Panachyda for Deceased Mothers of Our Parish

11:30 AM - Lit. For God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

Women’s Evening of Prayer

On Tuesday evening, May 14, 2024 at 6:30 p.m., the
ladies from St. Ann Society invite all ladies from our parish
to participate in a Moleben to the Blessed Mother of God.
The homilist will be Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan, Pastor
at Holy Myrrh-Bearers Church in Swarthmore, PA.

The theme of the homily will be "Mary, Mother of Jesus
- the Love Story of God." Mark your calendar and be sure
to attend this event of spiritual renewal. It is our hope that
you will join us not only in these prayerful devotions, but
also in fellowship afterwards in our church hall as guests for
refreshments.

We hope you can join us on this evening of Marian
devotion where nourishment will be for both body and soul.

May Devotions
The month of May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

When was the last time you came to a weekday service?
COME TO MAY DEVOTIONS, a Moleben service offered at our
church on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. Come to church, join us in
honoring her, who God first honored, by choosing her to be
the Mother of His Son.

Baptized in the Lord
With great joy, our parish family welcomes the newest
Child of God: JULIAN ALEXANDER MYHALIUK
who was recently Baptized and Chrismated in our church.
To his parents and all family and friends we extend our
joyful congratulations!

Religious Education provided by our Sisters for the
Parish Youth and Women in May

e May 3 - children up to 8-13 years old: Friday,
6:30-8:30 pm

e May 7 - women - English language class: Tuesday,
after the Moleben prayer service at 6:30

e May 11 - teenagers (13-18 years) , Saturday -
Mother's Day Celebration at 6 pm in the church
hall (Teenagers come to this event with their
mothers)

e May 12 - greeting all Mothers for coffee hour
after 9:00 am Sunday Divine Liturgy (small and
older children)

e May 12 - young adults, (18 years and older),
Sunday at 11:15 a.m. after coffee hour

e May 17 - children up to 7 years old (up to 2nd
grade inclusive): Saturday, 6:30-8:00 pm

e May 21 - women - Ukrainian language class, after
the prayer service at 6:30 p.m.

e May 25 - teenagers (13-18 years): Saturday 6:30-
8:30 pm

e May 26 - young adults, ( 18 years and older)

Ascension of our Lord.

The Feast of the Ascension of our Lord God and Savior Jesus
Christ is celebrated each year on the fortieth day after the
Great and Holy Feast of Pascha (Easter).

In the New Testament of the Ascension of Christ, it is also
called "depart from this world to the Father,” (Jn. 13: 1), a
return to "The one who sent me" (Jn. 16: 5, 28).

According to Christian doctrine, Christ will come to earth
for the second time in the same way as he ascended (Acts
1:11), "On a cloud with force and great glory” (Luke 21:27,
also Mt 24:30). The Ascension feast is honored at the same
time and as a promise of the Savior about the second
coming.

FIRST HOLY CONFESSION AND SOLEMN HOLY COMMUNION
Friday May 17th and Sunday, May 19th, we will celebrate
First Holy Confession and Solemn Holy Communion in
Assumption Parish. This year we have 40 children (22 from
the parish and 18 from Assumption School) who will
approach the Holy Sacrament of Confession for the first
time in their young lives as well as approaching the Holy
Chalice to receive the Most Precious Body and Blood of Our
Lord without the assistance of their parents or guardians.
Solemn Holy Communion will take place at the 9:00am
Divine Liturgy. The church will be very crowded, keep that
in mind.

Thank you, to our Sisters: Sr. Veronica, Sr. Trijtsi and Sr.
Svitanku, for teaching religion this year. Thank you,
parents, for bringing your children and thank you, children
for wanting to attend our religious classes!

Assumption School Summer Camp

at the school: June 17 - July 15, 8:05 am to 2:50 pm.

e Incoming grades Pk4 - Grade 2, $165 a week - paid at
the beginning of the week.

Incoming grades 3-8 FREE with approval.

Monday through Friday.

You do not have to attend all 4 weeks

First come first serve.

Sign up ASAP! You don’t have to be a student at
Assumption School to register for the camp.

Call 732-826-8721 and speak with the school Principal with
any questions — we are filling up fast! Application forms
are located in the church vestibule. Fill them out and return
to Fr. Ivan.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Summer Bible Camp
This year, the Bible Camp- “Vacation with God” for the
parish children will be on Monday - Friday, August 26-30.

STANDING

We stand in church on Sundays in celebration of the
Resurrection and also on great holidays to acknowledge
that Christ has redeemed and saved us by His Blood. We
acknowledge and accept this salvation by standing as freed
men and women in His presence. Hence it is contrary to our
Tradition to kneel on Sundays and from Pascha to Pentecost
Sunday evening (May 19, 2024) During the consecration and
the invocation of the Holy Spirit, we make a profound bow
— a bow at the waist — as a sign of reverence.

Renovation Project

The church men’s bathroom remodel is finished! Doesn’t it
look great! The cost of labor that included total demolishing
and installation of the new tiles, toilets, urinal, vanities,
bathroom partitions, painting and more was $7,750. The
church purchased materials for the remodeling.

Stewardship Fun

*** The pastor of a tiny country church had been having
trouble with stewardship and offerings. One Sunday he
announced, “Now, before we receive the offering, | would
like to request that the person who stole the eggs from
Widow Jones’s chicken coop please refrain from giving any
money to the Lord. God doesn’t want money from a
thieving sinner.” The offering plate was passed, and for
the first time in months everybody gave.


https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwipgpjatPCFAxWCOFkFHfMEDv0QFnoECBUQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fkingdomway.ca%2Fopen-door-2024-test-1-stewardship-the-message%2F&usg=AOvVaw0JFCxFBO36WjLcFsYIXr2u&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwipgpjatPCFAxWCOFkFHfMEDv0QFnoECBUQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fkingdomway.ca%2Fopen-door-2024-test-1-stewardship-the-message%2F&usg=AOvVaw0JFCxFBO36WjLcFsYIXr2u&opi=89978449
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MapadisanbHun BicHuk.

Beuip Monuteu ans XiHok

Y Bistopok 14 TpaBHsa, 2024 o 6:30 - roguHi Beyvopa, CecTpuuTBO
CsATOl AHHM 3anpolUye YCiX XIHOK Hawoi napadii B3aTW yyacTb y
Mone6Hi go MpeceaToi boropoawui.

Micns MonebeH, ceswweHuk npoToieper o.[laHnno TposiH, Napox Lepksu
Ceatnx >KiHok MwupoHocuub y micti CyopTmopi, wraT [leHcinbBaHis,
BMronocutb NponoBigp Ha Temy «Mapifi, maTu Icyca — icTtopia no6oBi
Bora». Yci 3anpolweHi Ha MONWUTBY i NepeKycKy nicnsa signpasu y 3ani
nig, LLepKBOI0.

MapadiisnbHa KaTtexusauisa y micsaui TpaBeHb
Yy MoHacTtupi cectep BonnoyeHoro CnoBa

e 3 TpaBHa - aitm go 8-13 pokis ( Big 3 knacy) : n'‘aTHuus , 6:30-8:30
Beyvopa

e 7 TpaBHsl - XiHKWM aHrn MOBa : BiBTOPOK , nicnst monebeHy Ha 6:30

e 11 TpaBHsa- teenagers (13p -18p) - cBsaTo MaTepi 0 6 Bevopa y 3ani
nig Llepksoto.( nignitkn 3 mamamm )

e 12 TpaBHs- BiTaHHA BCix MaTepiB Ha kaBi nicna Cnyx6u boxoi
( ManeHbKi i cTapLui giTkn)

e 12 TpaBHA - Monofb, nicnsa 18 pokis , Heaina o 11:15 nicnsa kaeu

e 17 TpaBHA - AiTM A0 7 pokiB ( A0 2 knacy BKMOYHO) : cyboTa , 6:30-
8:00 Beyopa

e 21 TpaBHs- XiHKK, YKp MoBa nicnst monebeHy 6:30 Bevopa

e 25 TpaBHsa teenagers (13p-18p) : cyboTa 6:30-8:30 Beyopa

e  26- monogb, nicns 18 pokis.

OEHb MATEPI

Y Hegino 12 TpasHa 2024 poky, Ha JliTyprii Mn 6ygemo nomuHaTu ycix
HalMX >KMBMX | MOMepnux MmartepiB. Akwo BM xodveTe wWob o.lBaH
MOMMIMCA 3a BawwmMx MaTepis, TO Y NPUTBOPI 40 LIEPKBM Ha CTOSI NnexaTtb
6ini koHBEepTW. Bi3bMIiTb Lie KOHBEPT i HA HbOMY 3BEPKY HaMuLLIiTh Balle
iMs1 i mpisBuWe, a nig HUM, iMeHa maTepi-maTepiB i KMHbTE KOHBEPT Yy
kowwk nigyac Jlityprii, abo ocobucTo aarite KOHBEPT 0. IBaHy Ha KaBi.

Miguac HeginbHoi Jlityprii, 3a matepiB O6yae Gpatuca ekTeHis 3a ixHe
3[0poB'A,a 3a NoMepnux martepis, Oyae BignpasneHa [MaHaxuaa y KiHUi
Nityprii. Cnncok martepiB i kepTBogasuiB, Oyne onybnikoBaHwui B
GtoneTeHi. He 3abyabTe 3ragaTtu cBoto mamy 60 6e3 Hei He Byno 6 Bac.
HanvmeHwWwi gitm nig KepiBHUUTBOM HaLLMX CecTep, TakKoX NigroTyTb
KOpPOTKY nporpamy i nogapyHoK A5 YCixX XiHOK y 3ani nicnsa 9-rog Jlityprii.

[MpoeKTV PeMOHTY Yy HallOMy XpaMi.
Hopori napadisHu, MM 3aKiH4MIM PEMOHT YOmoBi4Oro Tyanety. Xody

NnoAsKoBaTth, Hawomy napadisiHuHy n. IBaHy CuTap 3a pekomeHaauito
manctpa n. CtedaHa, siku 3pobume rapHy poboTy.

Tenep 6yaem nnaHyBaTh PEMOHT XIHOYOro TyaneTy, sik OyayTb KOWTK Ha
Le.

Takox, uboro fita, 3MiHeMO CTape NamnoBe CBIiTMO Y LLIepKOBHOMY 3ani
Ha 6inbw owaaHi LED naxeni.

LWkinbHU1 Tabip
y wkoni: 17 yepsHs - 15 nunHa 3 8:05 go 14:50.

- Oitn aki inyte y Pk4 - Grade 2, $165 Ha TwkaOeHb - ONMadvyeTbcs Ha
noYvaTKy TVDKHSI.

« Oitn aki igyTb y 3-8 knacn BE3KOLUTOBHO 3 norogpkeHHsM o.lBaHa

+ WkinbHui Tabip BigbyBaTMMETLCA 3 MOHedinka no N'aTHUU i byoe
TpuBaTh 4 TWXKOHI.

» Bam He 000B's13K0BO BigBiayBaTU BCi 4 TWXKHI

« 3apeecTtpyiTtecs skomora wewugwe! LLlob 3apeecTtpyBaTtucst Ha Tabip, He
000B’A3KOBO OYTM CTYAEHTOM HAaLLOi LLKOSN.

3atenedoHynte 3a HoMmepom 732-826-8721 i 3BepHiTbCA 0O AMpeEKTopa
wKkomu 3 Oyap-akuMu  3anutaHHAMu! BriaHkm 3asB  3Haxo4siTbCA Y
NPUTBOPI LEPKBK, MOBUHHI BYTN 3anoBHEHI i NTOBEPHEHI 40 0. IBaHa

NiTHin Bi6ninHun Tabip — KaHikynwu i3 Borom
Liboro poky BibninHuin Tabip gna napadisnbHMX iTer, MU NnaHyemo
MaTtu 3 noHeginka no maTHuUU0 26-30 cepnHs.

Manaxuau Ha LiBMHTapi

- Panachydas for Memorial Day -

MapadisHn, KOTpi MarOTb CBOIX PIAHMX SIKi CNOYMBAIOTL HA HALLOMY
napagisnbHOMY LUBUHTapI, 3anpowytoTbes y MNMoHeainok 27 TpaBHs Ha
UBMHTap 0 9 —roauvHi aHs, oe byae BignpaensATMcs 3aransHa MNaHnxmaa,
nicns akoi 0. IBaH 6yae npoBoauTh 0bpsa OCBSIHEHHSIM rpobiB.

MoxxepTBU Ha gonomory YKpaiHi

$6,200 — noxepTBa poAnHM ACIHCBKUX, Sika JONoMOrna HaM npuabaTu
aBTOMOGiNb 4N yKpaiHCbKMX BincbkoBuX. [Iakyemo naHe BorgaHa i naHi
anuHa. [sKyo KOXXHOMY 3a IONOMOTY HaLLIVMM 3aXMCHMKaM. HaLLOo
LLMPOIO MONNTBOLO, ane 1 4obpyM Aifom Halwoi noxepTeun. Balwi
NOXEPTBU MOXETE KYHYTU Y CKPUHBKY, sIka 3HAXOOUTLCS NP 3aHil CTiHi
Xpamy, ae € ikoHa boropoguui.

MAIBKA OCOBJIMBUI BUSIB
JIFOBOBI 1O BOTOPOANIII
Micsiie TpaBens, y CxigHii |
HEpPKBi MIPUCBAYEHUN Hammi
[Ipeuncriii Marepi Mapii. Tomy
KOXKEH XPHUCTHSHHWH TIOKIMKaHUH ¥y
el yac BiJJIaTH HAJEXHY IIaHy TiH,
gKa TpuUBeNla |y  CBIT  HAIIOTO
Crnacurenst Xpucra. L{jo BOSYHICTE MOXXHA BUSIBUTH Y

pi3HMI  crocibé:  MONWTHCS — BEPBHILIO,  BiJBiAyBaHHA
MapificbkuX YyJOTBOPHHUX MiCIlb, NMPUKPALIEHHS iKOH YU
¢iryp Jisu Mapii.

Ane HaWKpampM 1 HalBEIMYHIIINM BHSBOM

mo00Bi 10 Hel € TpaBHeBe OorociyxiHHS — MaiBka 10
Boroponnui, fika BiInpaBJasicTbC V. HAIIM IEPKBi Yy
BieTopok 0 6:30 — Beuopa.

Lle noeqHaHHsS TTUOOKOT MOJIMTBY 1 HIMPOTO CITIBY
HaIllMX CECTep, Ta YHCTOI AWTAYOI PajoCcTi € HalKpalum
riMHOM JTF000BI 110 Hamioi HebGecHoi HEHBKH.

Ta mnpukpo Big TOro, IO OUIBIICTE JIOAEH
3aJMIIAIOTh 11032 YBAarol Iie OOroCHIKIHHS Yy Hamlii
napadii, i He MPUXOAATh HAa HHOTO. TaK, IHKOIU MOJSATHCS
no boropoanui, mo0 pama iM sKoick Jacku, a cami
NIKOAYIOTh THX IiB TOAMHU s Hei y 1epksi. barato
KaXyTh: “SI Momtocs BoMa”, ajie BOHa X04e Oa4MTH CBOIX
JiTel 310paHuX pa3oM y XpaMi B €IMHOMY JTycCi 1 mpaBii.

e cromiTTst TOMY, JIOIU 3aJUIIATH BCE: pOOOTY,
xynoOy 1 HaBiTh XBOpHX, Opayiu 3 cobow JmiTed 1 nepkBa
HAaIOBHIOBANAcsi 0araToroJOCHOK MOJIMTBOIO 32 370pOB’sl
Majaux crapux i Hemiunux. A me [Ipecsita Boropomauiis,
yepe3 MaiBKW, BIOUsUIA JIACKY JdiBYaTaM 1 XJIOMIAM, MO0
MIACJIMBO BUITH 3aMDK YM ONPYXKHUTHUCS. ToX mam'staiimMo
IIPO HET 3aBXK/U.

Bo3HeciHHsa FocnoaHe - 9 TpaBHA

CeATO BoO3HeCiHHA [0CNOAHLOrO HaneXuTb A0
yMcna ABaHaAUSTU HaWBINbWKMX CBSAT Y LLEPKOBHOMY pOLi
i 6e3nocepesiHbO NOB'A3aHe i3 CBATOM BockpeciHHs Icyca
Xpucta. CBATKYETLCA BOHO Ha COPOKOBMM [AeHb MiCns
BenukogHs.

3rigHo i3 Tekctamyn Hosoro 3asiTy, Bo3HeciHHS
lFocnoaHe — AeHb, konu Icyc XpucToc Bo3sHiccs Ha Hebo i
ciB "npasopyy OTua". Icyc Xpucroc SBMBCS CBOIM YUHAM
B €EpycanuMi Ta 3BeniB YekaTtu npuwecta Ceatoro Ayxa.
BiH nigHABCA 3 y4HAMW Ha ropy €NeOHCbKY, Ae BOCTaHHE
61arocnoBuB iX | BO3HiccA Ha Hebo.

Y CesiTtoMy N1CbMi pO3NOBIAAETLCA, WO BOCTAHHE
Icyc Xpuctoc npomoBuMB CBOIM y4yHsIM: "Mup Bam!", a
MoTiM JaB OCTaHHIO HacTaHoBy: "IAiTb i HaBYiTb YCi
Hapoam, xpectaum ix Bo iM'a OTus i CuHa, i ceaToro [yxa,
HaB4atoun ix 36epiraliTe BCce Te, WO S BaM 3anoBiB, i
nepebyBaTMMy 3 BaMM NMOBCAKAEHHO aXk A0 KiHUS CBiTYy".

Ceigkamn BO3HeCiHHS Xpucta 6ynu boropoanus
Ta anoctonM, Npo WO [JOKIaAHO pO3MOBIAAETHCA B
€BaHreniax Big Mapka Ta Jlykm i B [isgHHAX CeaTux
Anocronis.

Mpo BoO3HeCiHHS Icyca Xpucta Ha Hebo
€BaHrennct Mapko nuwe: "Icyc 3i6pas cBoix y4yHIB |
ckazas: Ifitb XXe rno BCbOMy CBITY Ta [pPOroBigyUTe
€BaHresie. XTo yBIpye, To¥ OyAe CIaceHHus, a XTo He
VBIPYE, TO byAe OCY/KeHmd. IM'am MoiM BUraHsTUMYTb
biciB, Ha xBopux 6yayTb Pyku K/1actv | JO6pe iM cTaHe.
locrioge ke Icyc, rpomMoBuBLLM [O HMUX TaK, BO3HICCA Ha
Hebo | Bo3ciB rpaBopyy bora-Oruys'.

B rocti go bora, He KnaKkaTu
Tak nid 4ac Jlimyp2ii Mu He KJ/IAKAEMO, adxe
nocmasa «HABKO/IWKU»  03HAYAE NOKASHHA (a
ue He cyMicHe i3 padicmio BOCKPECiHHA, AKY
nepexusaemo nid yvac Cayx6u boxoi). Cmoimo vy
uepksi no Hedinsax y c8AMKYBaHHi BockpeciHHAa, wob
BU3HaMu, WO Xpucmoc BUKYNUB HAC CBOEK KPOB’io.
Mu Bu3Haemo i npuliMaemo ue cnaciHHA cmosYu, AK
Bi/IbHI Y0108iKU i )KiHKU, 8 020 npucymHocmi.

MpomunexHo do Hawoi mpaduy;ii
% r‘gg K/JIAKamu, 3anosidaemMo cmosmu
= T _} 8id Hedini MNacxu 0o se4yopa Hedini
: 3icnaHHa c¢8. Ayxa (19 TpasHA,
2024). [1i0 u4ac ocsaYeHHs i
npu3susaHHA Csamozo Jyxa, Mmu
pobuMO 2/1uboKUl YKAIH - NOKJIH 8

NOAC - AK 3HAK waHobiugocmu .



https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiviNjGyPCFAxXmD1kFHYbSBfQQtwJ6BAguEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DoaFMQNymv5o&usg=AOvVaw1gSuDGLMFcBteDNiRLwBOX&opi=89978449

The Virgin Mary Appears
in Hrushiv, Ukraine.

The first incident actually oc-
curred two weeks before World War 1,
on May 12, 1914, in the village of
Hrushiv. Twenty-two people, who were
mowing fields near the local church of
the Holy Trinity, all witnessed an appari-
tion of the Virgin Mary. She said to
them, “ There will be a war. Russia will

’ become a godless country. The
Ukraine, as a nation, will suffer terribly for eighty years — and
will have to live through the world wars, but it will be free after-
wards.”

People gathered from the entire area to see the appari-

tion — which lasted into the next day.
The people of Hrushiv had planted a weeping willow tree at the
site many years ago, commemorating an appearance of the
Blessed Mother some 350 years earlier. Later, a spring suddenly
appeared beneath the tree. During the severe cholera epidemic
of 1855, a local person dreamed that the Virgin had instructed
the residents to clear and reclaim the ancient spring and hold
Mass. Not one cholera death was reported afterwards.

Then, on April 26, 1987, seventy-three years later after 1914
and exactly one year after the Chernobyl nuclear reactor disas-
ter, a bright light covered this church of the Holy Trinity and the
surrounding area. A television program even recorded part of
this light phenomenon. From within this “impressive silver daz-
zle” over the church, the Virgin Mary appeared and floated
above the cupola of the church.

She first appeared to Marina Kizyn, age 12, who imme-
diately called her mother and a few neighbors — who then came,
and all saw her there, too. Soon, hundreds and then thousands
came from all over Russia to see the apparitions which contin-
ued every day until August 15, 1987. It is estimated that a total
of 500,000 people had seen her by the time these apparitions
ended. On most days the crowd might reach as many as 45,000
to 70,000 people at one time. Neither the Soviet militia nor the
KGB could begin to manage the crowds.

The Virgin Mary was even seen by the KGB agents!

Many messages were documented:
“I have come on purpose to thank the Ukrainian people because
you have suffered most for the church of Christ in the last 70
years. I have come to comfort you and to tell you that your|
suffering will soon come to an end. Ukraine will become an in-
dependent state'.

She also urged disciplined, Christian fortitude, "Forgive
your enemies. Through you and the blood of the martyrs will
come the conversion of Russia. Repent and Love one anoth-
er...Teach the children to pray. Teach them to live in truth and
live yourselves in truth. Say the Rosary. It is the weapon against
Satan. He fears the Rosary. Recite the Rosary at any gathering
of people."

The Ukraine had its declaration of independence ratified in
Kiev on August 24, 1991 — some 77 years after Blessed Mary’s
prediction in 1914!

Ascension Feast Day

The Feast of the Ascension commemorates Jesus' ascension
into heaven 40 days after his resurrection. Thus Ascension Day
falls 40 days after Easter, on the 6th Thursda¥] of Easter.
Forty Days after the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Acts of
the Apostles records Jesus' ascension into heaven. The
Ascension is an important Christian feast
attesting and celebrating the reality of the
God-Man Jesus Christ's returning to the
Father, to return aﬁain in the future parousia.
The Ascension is the final component of the
paschal mystery, which consists also of Jesus'
Passion, Crucifixion, Death, Burial, Descent
Among the Dead, and Resurrection. Along
with the Resurrection, the Ascension
functioned as a proof of Jesus' claim that he
was the Messiah. The Ascension is also the
event whereby humanity was taken into
heaven.

Finally, the Ascension was also the "final blow" so-to-speak

against Satan's power, and thus the lion (Jesus) conquering

the dragon (Satan) is a symbol of the Ascension.

Early Christian art and iconography portrayed the Ascension

frequently, showing its importance to the early Church.

The Catholic Catechism summarizes three important

theological aspects (with which most Christian churches

agreeg] of the Ascension concisely:

1. Christ's Ascension marks the definitive entrance of Jesus'
humanity into God's heavenly domain, whence he will
come again (cf. Acts 1:11); this humanity in the meantime
hides him from the eyes of men (cf. Col 3:3).

2. Jesus Christ, the head of the Church, precedes us into the
Father's glorious kingdom so that we, the members of his
Body, may live in the hope of one day being with him for
ever.

3. Jesus Christ, having entered the sanctuary of heaven once
and for all, intercedes constantly for us as the mediator
who assures us of the permanent outpouring of the Holy
Spirit (665-667)

Pastor’s Corner

e Why pray to Mary?

The best answer comes right from the Bible. Dying on the
cross, Jesus commanded the Beloved Disciple — and so us —
“Behold, your Mother!” (In 19:27).

The Gospel relates that “from that hour the disciple took her
into his home.” This does not mean merely that the disciple
brought Mary to live in his house. It means rather that he re-
ceived the Mother of God into those things that are proper to
him as a believer. He embraced devotion to the Blessed Moth-
er. Our Lady became an indispensable part of the disciple’s
relationship with God. To receive God’s Mother into one’s own
is to receive Mary — who is a symbol of the Church — among
all the gifts conferred upon the believer by Jesus Christ that
enable us to live a life of holiness.

Marian devotion consists - we trust in her fidelity; we lean on
her strength; we build upon her mercy and her charity ...

The Bible tells us that the Mother of God was present in the
UPper Room with the Apostles as they awaited the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 1:12-14). Which means
that God puts the Blessed Virgin Mary in our life to help us
pray. This is a help we need! For, as the Letter to the Romans
points out, “we do not know how to pray as we
ought” (Romans 8:26). “The Spirit helps us in our weakness” —
especially through the gift of the maternal mediation and inter-
cession of the Mother of God

e How long is Jesus present in the Eucharist after
we’ve received Communion?
There is a famous story from the life of Saint Philip Neri
that helps answer that question. One day while he was cele-
brating ( Liturgy) Mass, a man received Holy Communion and
left the church early. The man appeared to have no regard for
the Presence within him and so Philip Neri decided to use this
opﬁortunity as a teaching moment. He sent two altar boys with
lighted candles to follow the man outside of the church. After a
while walking through the streets of Rome, the man turned
around to see the altar boys still following him. Confused, the
man returned to the church and asked Philip Neri why he sent
the altar boys. Saint Philip Neri responded by saying, "We have
to pay proper respect to Our Lord, Whom you are carrying
away with you. Since you neglect to adore Him, I sent two aco-
lytes to take your place.” The man was stunned by the re-
1§ponse and resolved to be more aware of God'’s presence in the
uture.
It is generally assumed that the Eucharistic species of bread
remains for about 15 minutes after reception. This is based on
simple biology and reflects the Catechism’s statement that the
pr%sence of Christ “endures as long as the Eucharistic species
subsist.”
This is why many saints have recommended offering
15 minutes of prayer after receiving the Eucharist as a thanks-
giving to God. This allows the soul to savor the presence of
God and have a true “heart-to-heart” with Jesus. The main
point is that we need to remember Jesus’ presence in the Eu-
charist stays with us for several minutes and presents us with a
special time when we can commune with our Lord and feel his
love within us.
If one day you forget, don't be surprised if your parish priest
sends altar servers to follow you to your car when you leave
the Divine Liturgy early.

e What Do the Hand Gestures in Icons Mean?
Have you ever wondered, while looking at religious
icons, why the figures of Christ and the saints make
certain hand gestures? Each gesture has a specific
meaning. In any Byzantine Catholic or Orthodox
iconic representation of Christ, Jesus’ right hand is
shown raised in attitude of blessing. This same
hand gesture is used by the priest to bless others in
the liturgy, and for this reason saints who
are clerics are depicted raising their right hands in ¢
the same way.

In Greek Orthodox iconography, as also in early Christian
iconography, the gesture of the blessing hand actually
shapes the letters IC XC, an abbreviation for the Greek words
Jesus (IHCOYC) Christ (XPICTOC) which includes the first and
last letter of each word. The hand that blesses reproduces, with
gestures, the Name of Jesus, the "Name above every name.” In
addition to shaping letters, the gesture of blessing made by
Christ also conveys doctrinal truths. The three fingers used to
spell the I and X also represent the Trinity, the Unity of One
God in three Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Bringing
the thumb and the ring finger together to touch not only forms
the letter C, but also symbolizes the Incarnation, the union of
the divine and human natures in the person of Christ.

Look closely next time you see an icon. There will be messages
for you to read, now that you know the language.
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