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PENTECOST SUNDAY

MAY 24, 2026

Epistle Acts 2:1-11; Gospel Jn 7:37-52 & 8:12; FESTAL TONE

DIVINE LITURGIES FOR THIS WEEK

Pentecost Sunday, May 24, 2026
9:00 AM - Lit. for God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners

11:30 AM - Lit. Deceased Veterans of the Parish
Monday, May 25, 2026 - Pentecost Monday
MEMORIAL DAY

9:00 AM - Lit. health and blessings for all veterans
10:00 AM - Panykhida Service at the Cemetery

Tuesday, May 26, 2026
6:30 PM - Moleben to Blessed Mother

Thursday, May 28, 2026

8:00 AM - Lit. health and blessings for Stepan,
Stepanko, Alla, Iryna and Alla

Friday, May 29, 2026

8:45 AM - Lit. + Mary Kay Kelly r/by ACS

Saturday, May 30, 2026

8:00 AM - Lit. Special Intention

5:00 PM - Lit. Health and blessings for Sisters Servants
of the Lord and the Virgin of Matara

Sunday of All Saints, May 31, 2026

Epistle Heb 11:32-12:2a;

Gospel Mt 10:32-33, 37-38, & 19:27-30

9:00 AM - Lit. for God’s Blessings on Our Parishioners
11:30 AM - Lit. + Stelle Diakun Gadek r/by Joan Gadek

Parish Office Closed for Memorial Day.
In observance of Memorial Day, the parish office will be

closed on Monday, May 25.

Parish catechesis for May:
e May 22 - children 10-12 years old (grades 5, 6, 7),

Friday, 6:30-8:30 pm
e May 30 - teenagers (13-18 years old), Saturday,
6:30-8:30 pm

New Dean for New Jersey Deanery.
We are pleased to announce that our pastor, Very

Reverend lvan Turyk, has been appointed Dean for the New
Jersey Deanery.

The New Jersey Deanery currently consists of fifteen
parishes served by twelve priests and one deacon.
Please keep our pastor in your prayers as he prepares to
shepherd and support our community in this new role.

QUESTION: What is a deanery in the Catholic Church?

A deanery is a grouping of parishes within a diocese,
where the Bishop appoints a pastor to serve as Dean and
represent him within that region. The purpose of a deanery
is to support the ministry of priests and strengthen pastoral
collaboration among local parishes.

According to Canon Law, the Dean’s responsibilities
include supporting the clergy of the deanery, overseeing
the pastoral life of the parishes, visiting parishes and
assisting with audits and recordkeeping, coordinating and
advancing pastoral planning, facilitating communication
between the Bishop and the priests, and carrying out other
responsibilities entrusted to him by the Bishop.

TODAY: Pentecost Sunday
Today we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, the day the

Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles and gave birth to
the Church. Filled with the Holy Spirit, the disciples were
strengthened with courage, wisdom, and faith to proclaim
the Good News to all nations. As we rejoice in this great
feast, we pray that the Holy Spirit continues to renew our
hearts and guide our parish in unity, love, and mission.

Memorial Day Services at the Cemetery.
Join us on Monday, May 25th, for prayers in

remembrance of our fallen servicemen and women. A
Divine Liturgy will be offered at 9:00 am in church; 10:00
AM Panykhida Service at the cemetery followed by blessing
of graves. Come and pray for your deceased family
members.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

The Liturgy is not over until the priest has kissed the
altar and close the iconostasis door. To receive the Body
and Blood of Christ is the very foundation of our faith. It is
sad to see that some people leaving early. Isn’t it time to
honor and respect our Lord by giving Him our complete
respect and devotion? Why not stay a few minutes more
and thank God for all that He continues to do for us?
Remember, Judas left the table early too? Something to
think about.

Church Donation
$400 - Ukrainian National Women’s League of America
Branch 135 - for flowers around the church

ATTENTION ALL GRADUATES (or proud parents)

We’d like to recognize all our graduates in our bulletin.
Please submit the name of your graduate, school and
degree earned or school they are graduating from and
college they will be attending. Email the information to

assumptionchurch@verizon.net

Baptized in the Lord
With great joy, our parish family welcomes the newest
Childen of God:

e SOFIA ONUSHKANETS

who was recently Baptized and Chrismated in our church.

All-American Youth Pilgrimage — “Your Vocation in
God’s Plan”

June 11-14, 2026, Parma, OH

Church of the Protection of the Most Holy Mother of God
We invite young people to join us on a spiritual journey—a
time of prayer, fellowship, and discovering God’s calling!
The program includes: liturgical services, a walking
pilgrimage, and meetings with bishops, priests, and young
people from various states. For more information, please
contact Sister Veronica at 908-956-2434

Church Gardening Update: A heartfelt thank you to the
ladies Nadia, Iryna, and Tetiana for planting beautiful
flowers around the church. They make the church
grounds area so welcoming and lovely.
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MapadisnbHun BicHMK
OrOJIOLLUEHHHA, o411, HOBUHA

Ypouucte Ceare Mpuyacta

MuHynol Heainl y HawoMy xpami Bigbynocs Ypouucte Ceate lNpuyacta ans

napacdisnbHux giten Ta y'-IHIB uinogeHHoT napadiasibHOT WKOAM YCMiHHA

Mpeceartoi boropoauui. Y n’atHuulo AitM npuctynuam go CeAtoi TanHum

Cnosigi, a B Hepino_ 27 piten npuiHanm [Mpeceaty €sxapuctito —

HaMBINbLUMI cKap6 A1 6e3CMePTHOT Ayl KOXXHOrO XpUCTUAHKUHA.

ﬂwem [0 UMX CBATUX TamH rotyBaam cectpu BonsodyeHoro CnoBa — matu
apis-Beponika, c. Mapia-Tpiiua Ta c. Mapia-/lepi CsiTaHKy, a Takox naHi

Cyapes, BuMTENbKA APYrOro Kaacy napacdiaibHOT WKO/M.

Ha 3raziky npo uen 0CO6/IMBUM AEHb KOXHA AMTMHA OTpMMasa NojAapyHOK-

nam’aTky npo Mepwy Crosigp i Ypouncre Ceate lMpuyacTa.

HaBYaHHA HacTynHoOl rpynu AiTeM po3noYHeTbCA Y KOBTHi 2027 poky.

AEHb BATbKA — [NOMMHaEMO XMBUX i NOMEPSINX TaTYCiB

LLlopoKy, y TpeTo HeAlto 4YepBHA, y CBITI BiA3Ha4aloTb JeHb 6GaTbKa.
Liboropiy Mu CBATKYEMO MOro y Hedinto, 21 YepBHA.

JeHb 6aTbka — ue 0co6MBa HaroZa NoAAKyBaTH BCiM YyJOBMM BGaTbKaM, AKi
3 I06OB’K) Ta TypGOTOK MPUCBAYYIOTb CBOE KMTTA BMXOBAHHIO i PO3BUTKY
CBOiX ZiTeN. Lle TakoX AeHb, KOM MM 3raslyeMo TaTyciB, siKi o6epiratoTb Hac
i3 Hebec. fAKwo BM 6a>KaeTe 106 0. IBaH MO/MBCA 3a BalOro 6aTbKka, TO
npu BXOZi 710 LUePKBU Bi3bMiTb 611MM NOPOXHi KOHBEPT, HAMMLLiTb Ha HBOMY
iM’A BaLOro XMBOro abo NoKiMHOro Tata Ta NOKAAAITh KOHBEPT Y KOWMK Nij
yac Jlityprii a6o 0CO6MCTO nepesamTe MOro OTUEBI mp, yac Kaswu. [ig vac
HeAiNbHoiI JliTyprii Gyje BUronolleHa eKTeHiA 3a 3/10pOB’A KMBKUX 6aTbKiB —
wo6 locrnoap i Hagam 61arocnoBnAB ix i japyBaB Ham paiCTb MaTM ix y
HaLUOMY XMTTi — a TaKOX MOJIMTBA 3a YMOKiM HaluMX NMOMEP/IMX TaTyciB.

NapadisnbHa Katexusauis Ha TpaBeHb:
« 22 TpaBHA — A4iTh 10-12 goms (5,6,7 Knacm), n’aTHmuA, 6:30-8:30 Bevopa
« 30 TpaBHA — nignitkm (13-18 pOKlB), cy6oTa, 6:30-8:30 Bevopa

BceamepuKkaHcbKa MosiogirkHa I'Ipoui,

“TBOE NOKJMKAHHA Y borKOMy niaH

11-14 yepBHAa 2026 poky, Parma, OH

3anpoLyemMo Hauy napacbmany MOJ1I0Ab 0 CMi/IbHOT AyXOBHOT
MaHApiBKM — 4acy MOJMTBM, APYKOM W BiakpuTTa boxoro —
NOK/MKaHHaA! Y nporpami: 6orocny>K1HH;| niwoxigHa npowa,
LikaBi 3ycTpiyi 3 €NMCKonamm, CBALLEHHUKAMM Ta MOJIOAAI 3
pi3HMX WTaTiB. 3a AgeTanAmu 3BepTatuca Ao c. BepoHiku 908
956 2434

HoBui aekaH y Hblo-Axepci

paAicTio MOBIAOMASEMO, IO HAWOro Mapoxa, BCEYeCHioro
oTus IBaHa TypuKa, YyKasoM MuTponosmTa bopuca [yasska
npusHadYeHo AekaHoM Hblo-/xepcifcbKoro aexkaHary.
Ao cknagy Hbto-/pkepcilicbKoro fekaHaTy BXoAATb N’ATHaAUATb
napadii, y AKMX C/yxaTb JBaHaAUATb CBALWEHHMKIB Ta OAMH
AMAKOH. POCMMO MOJIMTOB 3a HALLOrO Mapoxa, AKMM FOTYETbCS
npoBagMTM Ta NiATPMMYBaTWM Hally CnisIbHOTY B LibOMY HOBOMY
CAYKiHHI.

0 TaKe AeKaH i aekaHaT vy KatonuubKin LlepkBi?

ﬁEKaHaT ue oG’e,qHaHHﬂ napa%m y Mexax enapxii, fge enuckon
NPM3HAYaE OAHOTO 3 NapoXiB AE€KaHOM, W06 NpeACTaBiATM MOro B JaHOMY
perioHi. Yepes Te, WO ENMCKON HE MOe 33JJ0BOJIbHATM NOTPe6M BCIX CBOIX
BipHMX i BYTM ycloan, TOMY B €Mapxifx BCTAHOBJIIOTbLCA AeKaHaTW. JeKaH
crnonyyye napadilo 3 enapxi€to, 3riHO 3 KaHOHIYHMM NpaBOM, 06OB’A3KM
AeKaHa BK/l0YaloTb  NIATPUMKY JIyXOBEHCTBa [ieKaHaTy, Harisj 3a
AyWNacTUPCbKMM XMTTAM Napadii, BiasigysaHHa napadii i aonomory B
nepesipkax Ta BeJeHHi [OKyMeHTauil, KoopAuHauilo i pO3BMTOK
AYWNACTUPCbKOro NaHyBaHHA, CMPUMAHHS KOMYHIKaLii MiX €nMckonom i
CBSAILUEHHMKaMM, a TaKOX BMKOHAHHA iHWMX 060B’A3KIB, AOpYyYeHUX
€MMCKOMOM.

MoMuHanbHi Borocnyxinua (Memorial Day) | ]
MOHEeAi/IoK, TpaBHs, O PaHKy B Hawin uepksi byae

BiAC/ykeHa boxecTBeHHa }hTyprm a 0 10:00 paHKy Ha Halomy

napadissbHOMy  LBMHTapi 6yp,e BiAnNpaBneHa 3arasbHa
MaHaxmpa, nicna Akoi BiAGYAETbCA GNAroC/OBEHHA MOrUA
nomepsmx. MpocMmMo BCiX, XTO Ma€ MOXOBAHMX PiAHMX Ha

Haluomy LI,BMHTapl I'IpMMTM Ta CNiZIbHO MNOMOJIMTMUCA 3a ynomw
IXHiX Aayul 6ina iXHIX MOrm.

Moaska - Jakyemo Hawum fisyatam: Hagis, IpuHa TeTAHa ski nocagmam
KBIiTHW 61/1A xpamy. Hexai Focnoab 671aroCI0BITb iXHi A06pi cTapaHHs, a
Kpaca_ixHbol npaui NpMHOCMTb paaicTb ycim napadisHam 1 npuKpallae
Boxun Lim.

Jewo ana posaymis.

e Jlopori napadisHM, nicna 3akiH4yeHHA Cnyx6u  Boxkoi npocumo
3aKpUBaTU MOJIMTOBHMKM Ta CTaBMTM iX Ha BignoBigHe Micue. Takox
NPOCMMO He 3a/nuaTi 6GloNeTeHiB Yy JaBKax. byabMo  [06prmu
rocrnoAapsmu y CBOTM LiEepKBi Ta AOMOMOXIMO 36epiraT Hawi JlaBKu
YUCTMMU 11 OXaMHUMM.

e Takox namATanTe, boxkectBeHHa JliTypris He 3aKiHYyeTbCA, AOKM
CBAWEHHUK _HEe TouiNlye npecTin i He 3a4Y4MHUTb LapCbKi  ABepi.
MpunHaTTA Tina i Kposi XpUCTOBMX € CaMOl0 OCHOBOIO HaLloi Bipu. ToMy
MPUKPO 6aunTH, KOIM AEXTO BUXOAMTD i3 XpaMy paHilue.

®  3a/MWIMOCA We KisbKa XBMAMH nicns }hTyprn Ta noaskyimo borosi 3a
BCe, WO BiH NocTiMHO YMHWUTL AnA Hac. MMam’aTakmo: l0aa TakoX paHo
3a/MWMB Tpanesy FocnoaHw. € Hag YMM 3aMUCaMTHCSA. am’aTariMo nNpo
ue.

0 YBaru BunyckHuKiB i pagicH1x 6aTbKiB
byAb nlacka, JanTe Ham IMEHa BMIYCKHYKIB fKi LbOTO POKy
FROM = 3aKIHYMAM CePeAHIo KO, KONeAX abo yHiBepcuteT. Mu
THE PASTUR XOTi/M 6 NOMICTUTH iXHi 1,M6Ha y napagifasibHOMY BiCHMKY.
% byab nacka, BMWAITE iM’A BUMNYCKHUKIB Ha  €NEKTPOHHY
nouty assumptionchurch@verizon.net

3anutaHHAa go CBsAlWeHHUKa

e [lllo cumeonisye xecm cesiujeHUKa, Kosnu 8iH
Mosniumbcsi Mosiumey Omye Haw po3eiswu pyku
8 CMOpPOHU?
XKecT cBslWleHuka, po3NPOCTEPLUOrO PpykKM Mig 4ac
BGorocnyxiHHA, Haragye npo obiviMu, B SiKi BiH ykragae
BCiX BipHMX, Siki 6epyTb yyacTb B €BxapwcTii, ane e
Hacamnepeq LUe 3HaK TOro, LWO BipylOYMM AapoBaHuUi
Cam lNocnogb. Y ubOMy XecCTi CBSILLLEHUK ckuaae 3 cebe
CBOIK TIOACBKY CYTHICTb, W06 gatm Camomy XpucTy
BiTaHHS i 06iiMM rpomaan.
Ocb §K MOSICHIOBaB LEW XXECT PaHHbOXPUCTUAHCHKUIA
nucbMeHHWK TepTyniaH (3 ctonitta): «Te, wo Xpuctoc
30iMCHMB 3  PO3NPOCTEPTUMW  pyKamMn | OOMNOHSAMM,
nNpuKyTMMKU Ao XpecTta, ANS BCiX Niogen, akTyanisyeTbcs
B CBATi €BXapuCTii CBALLEHUKOM, SIKMIA Ai€ Bif iMeHi
Xpucta. Ha 3pasok cBoro [ocnoga, €4WHOrO
nepBOCBSLLEHKa HOBO3aBITHOrO HapoZdy, BiH nMpocTarae
PYKW, MONAYUCHL i BiOHOBMIOIOYM XKEPTBY, MNPUHECEHY
OTtuto».

e "lipemydpicmb  npocmi eucnyxaiimo CB.
€eaHeenie , Mup ecim”, wo o3Ha4aromb crioea
npemydpicmeb i npocmi?

Cnoso [MpemygpicTe — Bkasdye B €BaHrenii Ha OCHOBY

Mpemyapictb ocnogHio (BoxecTBeHHa MygpicTb). A

cnoBo [lpocTi — CTOATU NPOCTO y Xpami B NPSMOMY i

OnaroroBiiHoMy BuAi HanpaBuBLUM BCi CBOI AYMKM i

noyytTa Ao bora.

e Om4e sKwo Oywi 8 Yucmunuuwi nepebysaroms
8 OYUUW|eHHi, o4iKyeaHHi 3MiHU c8020 cmaHy i 8
ouikyeaHHi CmpawHoz2o cydy, 3Ha4yumb, 6OHU
3anuwarombcsi nidenadHi 4acoei? Tobmo nekno
abo pal - ue euxi0 3a pamku mamepii i
nepebyegaHHs y eiyHocmi, a yucmunuuwie - ye
wochb, wo 3asuwaembcs e Mexax
MamepianbHo20 ceimy, adxe 4ac - ye odHa 3
¢gopm icHysaHHs1 Mamepii?

3po3ymino, B MipKyBaHHAX MPO BiYHICTb i MPO 4Yac MM

3Ha4YHO OOMEXEHi 3BUYHMMM ANs Hac kateropiamun. Tomy

B ecxaTonorii BXMBAETbCA TEPMIH QiWVv - SKUA MOXHa

nepeknacTu sk «BiK Lei». AiWv - e Te, Lo 3HaxoauTbes

MiX YacoMm i BiyHicTio. Came B LUbOMY CTaHi nepebyBaroTb

Aywi B pato, Nekni i 4vcTunuwi ax Jo npuects

locnopa, Tob6To fO 3aranbHOro cyay, xoya Ui ayuli Bxe

npoviwnu npuesatHun cyad. Konwm nioguHa BMupae,

LlepkBa npocute y Tlocnoga B MOMUTBI  BiYHOMO

OnaxeHcTBa AN NOKIMHOI Ayl - B TOW CaMUiA MOMEHT,

Konu BiAGyBaeTbCA MOXOBaHHA Tina. Tino X BOCKpecHe

Tinbku no npuxoAi Nocnoga y cnasi B KiHUi YaciB.

He Ttpeba 3abyBaTu, WO came Halle po3yMiHHS BiYHOCTI

ayxe obmexeHe: MM 3Haemo BinbLue Npo Te, YM He €

BiYHICTb, ane He 3Haemo, 4um BoHa €. Lo cTtocyeTtbca

YUCTMNULLA, TO BOHO MOXe TpuBaTu Ginble abo MeHLwe

B 3alexHocTi Big KoxHoi Aywi. OgHak uicTunule He

BiYHE: BiYHi TiNbK1 pan i nekno. Yuctmnuie NpUnnHUTL

CBOE iCHYBaHHA B KiHUi 4aciB, TOOGTO WOro kiHeub

cniBnage 3 BOCKPECIHHAM Tin, 3 npuwectam Xpucta y

cnasi, i3 3aranbHUM CyaoM

e Slkumu mu 6ydemo nicns eockpeciHHA? YHu eci
6ydemo 0OHaKkoeo020 8iKy?

Micna 3aranbHOro BOCKPECIHHA BCi BOCKPECHYTb 3 TUM
camum Tifom, sike Oyno nig Yac 3eMHOro XWTTs, ane
npeobpaxeHuM i npocnaeneHuM. BockpecHyTb BCi - i
OrnaxeHHi, i 3acymkeHi, npy UbOMY nepLli BiYHO
nepebyeatumyTe y cnasi, a gapyri - B nekni. Le
nigTBepaxye cBatuin anocton Maeno: «Mycutb 60 ue
TRiHHE OAArHYTUCS B HETNIHHS, i LIe CMepTHE OASATHETHLCS
B 6e3cmepTs, Toai 30yaeTbca HanncaHe cnoeo: «CmMepTb
nornvHyta nepemorotoy». (1 Kop 15,53). Ockinbkn Tino
cTaHe HeTNiHHMM | Ge3cMepTHMM, MiCns BOCKPECIHHS
BOHO He notpebyBaTMMe Hi ki, Hi iHWWX TinecHux
notpeb. Lle Bigkpye Cam Icyc, kaxyun: «bo B
BOCKPECIHHI Hi )XEHATbLCA, aHi 3amiXk He BUXOAdATb, ane sk
AHronu Ti Ha Hebi» (MT 22,30).

BockpeciHHa Tin 6yge uinicHum, To6TO BOCKpecni Tina
OynyTb 6e3 xxoaHMX AedekTiB, 3HOBY X 3rigHO 3i crioBamu
anoctona lNaena: «MepTsi BockpecHyTb» (1 Kop 15,52).
Lo cTocyeTbCca BiKy, TO Ha LU Temy cBATUW Toma
AKBIHCbKMIN MUCaB: BCi BOCKPECHYTb Tak, Hibu iMm byrno 32
abo 33 pokm - «y BiUi gockoHanocTi». Ceatun Toma
CTBEPOXYE, WO OiTAM OyayTb «4odaHi» poku, a Nioasm
NOXWNOro BiKy «MOBEPHEHI», - | MOCUNAaETbCA Ha croBsa
anoctona [laBna: «ax MNOKM MW BCi He Aingemo Ao
€OHOCTi B Bipi M noBHOro cnisHaHHa Boxoro CuHa, o
3BEpLUEHOCTI MyXa, OO Mipy MOBHOrO 3pocTy Xpucta
(Ed.4,13).




The Virgin Mary Appears

in Hrushiv, Ukraine

The first incident actually occurred two weeks be-
fore World War I, on May 12, 1914, in the village of Hrushiv.
Twenty-two people, who were mowing fields near the local
church of the Holy Trinity, all witnessed an apparition of the
Virgin Mary. She said to them, “There will be a war. Russia
will become a godless country. The Ukraine, as a nation,
will suffer terribly for eighty years — and will have to live
through the world wars, but it will be free afterwards.”

People gathered from the entire area to see the ap-

parition — which lasted into the next day.
The people of Hrushiv had planted a weeping willow tree at
the site many years ago, commemorating an appearance of
the Blessed Mother some 350 years earlier. Later, a spring
suddenly appeared beneath the tree. During the severe
cholera epidemic of 1855, a local person dreamed that the
Virgin had instructed the residents to clear and reclaim the
ancient spring and hold Mass. Not one cholera death was
reported afterwards.

Then, on April 26, 1987, seventy-
three years later after 1914 and exactly
one year after the Chernobyl nuclear
reactor disaster, a bright light covered
this church of the Holy Trinity and the
surrounding area. A television program
even recorded part of this light phenom-
enon. From within this “impressive sil-
ver dazzle” over the church, the Virgin
Mary appeared and floated above the
cupola of the church.

She first appeared to Marina Kizyn, age 12, who
immediately called her mother and a few neighbors - who
then came, and all saw her there, too. Soon, hundreds and
then thousands came from all over Russia to see the appari-
tions which continued every day until August 15, 1987. Itis
estimated that a total of 500,000 people had seen her by
the time these apparitions ended. On most days the crowd
might reach as many as 45,000 to 70,000 people at one
time. Neither the Soviet militia nor the KGB could begin to
manage the crowds.

The Virgin Mary was even seen by the KGB agents!

Many messages were documented:
“I have come on purpose to thank the Ukrainian people be-
cause you have suffered most for the church of Christ in the
last 70 years. I have come to comfort you and to tell you
that your suffering will soon come to an end. Ukraine will
become an independent state”.

She also urged disciplined, Christian fortitude,
"Forgive your enemies. Through you and the blood of the
martyrs will come the conversion of Russia. Repent and Love
one another...Teach the children to pray. Teach them to live
in truth and live yourselves in truth. Say the Rosary. It is
the weapon against Satan. He fears the Rosary. Recite the
Rosary at any gathering of people."

The Ukraine had its declaration of independence ratified
in Kiev on August 24, 1991 - some 77 years after Blessed
Mary’s prediction in 1914!

School News

International Vyshyvanka Day is an annual cultural cele-
bration observed at Assumption Catholic School on the
third Thursday of May. The holiday honors the traditional
Ukrainian embroidered shirt, known as the vyshyvanka,
which symbolizes cultural resilience, unity, faith, and na-
tional pride. On this special day, members of the school
administration, along with students and staff, proudly
wear vyshyvankas to school as a visible expression of
their Ukrainian heritage and solidarity with the Ukrainian
people.

All-American Youth Pilgrimage — “Your Vo-
cation in God’s Plan” June 11-14, 2026, Par-
ma, OH
Church of the Protection of the Most Holy Mother
of God. We invite young people to join us on a
spiritual journey—a time of prayer, fellowship, and
discovering God's calling!

The program includes: liturgical services, a walking
pilgrimage, and meetings with bishops, priests, and
young people from various states. For more information,
please contact Sister Veronica at 908-956-2434

First Solemn Communion Class of 2026.
Congratulations to the 22 parish children and 5 school
students who last Sunday, received their Solemn Holy
Communion. Fr. Ivan offered a beautiful homily for the
children, reminding them how Jesus always reached out
to children with love and care. We sincerely thank Sister
Veronica, Sister Trijtsi, and Sister Svitanku for preparing
our parish children, as well as Ms. Suarez, second grade
teacher, for preparing the school students. As a remem-
brance of this special day, each child received a commem-
orative gift marking this special occasion.

Pastor’s Corner

e Why is the Holy Spirit represented by a dove?

The Holy Spirit is represented by a dove because of a mix of biblical
events, Jewish imagery, and early Christian symbolism.

In the New Testament, the clearest source is Jesus’ baptism. All four
Gospels describe the Holy Spirit descending from heaven “like a
dove” (for example, Luke 3:22). This doesn’t necessarily mean the
Spirit is a dove, but that it appeared in a visible, gentle, dove-like
form. From the earliest Christian memory, this moment became the
defining image of the Spirit.

Jewish tradition also helps explain the symbol. In Genesis 1:2, God’s
Spirit is described as “hovering over the waters” at creation. Some
Jewish writings later compared this hovering movement to a dove
gently fluttering over its nest, suggesting care, life-giving presence,
and protection.

Another important reference is the story of Noah. After the flood,
Noah sends out a dove, which returns with an olive leaf (Genesis
8:11), signaling that the waters have receded and new life is begin-
ning. Early Christians saw this as a “type” or preview of baptism:
judgment followed by renewal and new creation. The dove, then,
becomes a sign of hope and restoration.

Beyond Scripture, doves were widely associated in the ancient world
with peace, innocence, and divine presence. Because they are gen-
tle and harmless birds, they naturally came to symbolize purity and
goodness—qualities closely linked with the Holy Spirit.

Over time, early Christians adopted the dove as the primary visual
symbol of the Holy Spirit in art, baptism scenes, and church imagery.
It reinforced key ideas: God’s presence is peaceful rather than vio-
lent, life-giving rather than destructive, and intimately involved in re-
newal and transformation.

e Certain Bible translations will not translate the word
"Paraclete” when it appears in the Bible. What does it
mean?

Both in the Bible and in certain prayers and litanies of the Church,

the Greek word "Paraclete" is used and left untranslated. To the

modern ear this can be confusing, as it is not a word that we are fa-
miliar with or use on a regular basis.

The word appears in the Gospel of John and is spoken by Jesus

when he is promising the Holy Spirit:

And | will ask the Father, and he shall give you another Paraclete,

that he may abide with you for ever. (John 14:15)

What does that word mean?

= Multiple meanings

Most bibles translate Paraclete as "Counselor," "Advocate," or

"Helper." These are all appropriate translations and drive home the

idea that the Holy Spirit has been sent to be with us.

It was a legal term and brings to mind a courtroom with two lawyers,

one who is the "Advocate," the one who defends the individual, as

well as another lawyer who would be the "Accuser," bringing con-
demnation upon the individual.

The Holy Spirit is that "Advocate," while Satan is traditionally be-

lieved to be the "Accuser," the one who is constantly bringing up our

sins and trying to dissuade us and darken our hearts.

In this way the Holy Spirit could be linked closely to the idea of God's

Divine Mercy and how the Holy Spirit is always at our side, encour-

aging us, giving us the grace we need to lead a better life. He is con-

stantly beckoning us to turn away from sin and to embrace a life in
the Spirit.

The good news is that we were not left orphans, but were given the

Holy Spirit as our Advocate.

o  Where did the apostles receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost?
The apostles could have received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost either
in the "upper room" or at the temple in Jerusalem. Both places are
real possibilities.

In the Acts of the Apostles, Luke the Evangelist narrates that the
apostles received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, which was a Jewish
harvest festival.

However, the exact location of this momentous event is not clearly
marked, and many biblical scholars debate where it could have hap-
pened.

Immediately after the ascension of Jesus, it is stated that, "When
they entered [Jerusalem] they went to the upper room where they
were staying" (Acts 1:13).

It is clear that after the ascension the apostles went to the "upper
room" or "cenacle" and stayed there for some time.

Then the Acts of the Apostles skips in time to the events of Pente-
cost:

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place
together. And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong
driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then
there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to
rest on each one of them.

This is where the text is somewhat ambiguous. While the English
translation says, "house," some biblical scholars claim that the au-
thor of Acts was referring to the "house" of the Lord.




